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 THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH  

VICAR  

 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong  

 

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

Creigiau Church Hall 

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

 

       WEEKDAYS  

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

St. Catwgôs 10.15 am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 

By arrangement with the vicar 
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From the Vicarage Window 

This has been a very extraordinary 

summer as far as the weather goes, but, 

then of course, you never know what to 

expect in this country.  There may be 

sunshine in the winter and floods in the 

summer and our hearts have gone out to 

those in Boscastle in Cornwall and in 

Scot land  whose proper ty  and 

possessions have been swept away and 

destroyed. 

 

You never know what is going to 

happen with the weather.  It gives us 

something to talk about and, indeed, if 

only we would see in it a sort of mirror 

or parable of life it would give us 

something to think about.  For life itself 

is full of the unexpected.  This, of 

course, is part of its charm for us.  Every 

morning we set out into an unknown 

country.  We have never been there 

before.  Nobody has ever been there 

before.  And therefore we cannot 

possibly tell what we shall see or find 

before the end of the day.  Some people 

might regard this as being all very 

thrilling.  No doubt it is best to take life 

more calmly though it is good to 

remember that, whatever plans we 

make, and of course we simply must 

make plans of some kind ï it is the 

unexpected that is quite likely to 

happen.  Now we all get very worried 

about that sometimes.  As regards the 

weather we might take any umbrella or a 

raincoat just in case.  But, more 

fundamentally, there are some people 

who have a deep distrust about life.  

They may be the sort of people who are 

very careful to ótouch woodô every time 

a friend asks them how they are and they 

admit they are quite well, though many 

of us do that, often without thinking.  Of 

course the phrase originally goes back to 

an old superstition but for some it goes 

forward to a real fear and distrust of life.  

It suggests a fear of the unknown that is 

waiting around the corner especially if at 

the moment things seem to be going very 

well.   

 

A character in a play ï a very old lady 

talking to a very young boy ï said.  

ñDonôt be afraid of life, take it by the 

nose or by the tail, grasp it where the 

hairs are shortest and show that you are 

master of itò. Good advice that was, but 

how few of us can act upon it? 

 

One could argue the unexpected, which 

rather bothers those who are having a 

good time, ought to be a very hopeful 

thought to those who are going through a 

bad time.  That would be arguing by the 

law of averages, as we are doing now 

when we say that since we are having a 

wet summer we shall probably have a dry 

winter.  We donôt know that life is subject 

in any way to a law of averages though it 

is easy logic to point out to those who are 

continually apprehensive and are always 

anticipating the worst and preparing for 

it, that things may turn out very much 

better that they think.  There is the story 

of the young man in the Klondyke gold 

rush who resolved to stake out a claim.  

He was so clumsy and inexpert that when 

he tried to cut down the first tree he 

missed the tree with his axe altogether 

and the axe struck itself firmly in a large 
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stone.  When he came to examine the 

stone he found that it was almost solid 

gold. 

 

We know that the future in front of us is 

not all Godôs doing.  Some of it is our 

own doing which is why at times it may 

seem to be a little dark and difficult.  

But, God does wish to have a hand in it.  

How can we believe in God at all unless 

we believe that he has a hand in it?  In 

that case surely we can always put our 

lives into his hands because we know 

him and his love for us in his son Jesus 

Christ and the promise of Jesus, óI am 

with you alwaysô.  We must always in 

our thoughts and prayers keep the door of 

our hearts and lives open to let him in.  It 

is the risen, living Jesus who says 

óBehold I stand at the door and knockô. 

 

We thank God for his love for us, for his 

goodness to us, for the way he cares for 

us and provides for us at all times and 

particularly so at our Harvest 

Thanksgiving when we give thanks for 

all Godôs gifts, for our creation and all 

that makes our lives happy and worth 

living 

 

Your friend and Vicar 

John W Binny 

From the Vicarage window cont. 

SPIRITUAL CARE AT 

THE OLYMPICS  

Many millions of people around the 

world followed the recent Olympic 

Games held in Athens and whilst we 

were thrilled and enthralled by the 

achievements of so many we also felt 

for those who did not do as well as they 

hoped. 

 

You may be interested to know that at 

the Olympics twenty-eight sports were 

represented in thirty eight venues.  A 

total of three hundred and one medal 

ceremonies took place over a period of 

sixteen days. 

 

More than ten thousand five hundred 

athletes and over three thousand team 

officials from two hundred and two 

countries participated.  Forty-five 

thousand security personnel worked at 

the games with sixty-thousand trained 

volunteers. 

 

A Religious Services Centre is now 

usually to be found not just at the Olympic 

Games but at other large sporting events.  

At a time of acute emotional and physical 

strain it gives athletes and officials access 

to chaplains.  It also provides counselling 

services and arranges worship for 

members of all the main faiths. 

 

At the Olympic Games, beyond the main 

reception area of the Religious Services 

Centre there were six rooms for different 

faiths ï Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, 

Buddhism and Islam (which has two 

rooms so that the sexes can worship apart).  

The Athens Olympic Committee was 

responsible for providing the basic 

premises but it was up to each faith group 

to use its room in whatever way it saw fit. 

 

The Christian Chaplaincy was shared 

between the Anglicans and Free Churches 

(including the Greek Evangelicals and 

Greek Free Evangelicals), the Roman 
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had a cupboard for their own worship 

resources.  One of the Anglican 

Chaplaincy Team was a Australian 

shot putter, Stuart Gyngell, who works 

in sports ministry particularly with his 

own national side. 

 

On Sundays the room allocated to 

Christian athletes and officials 

functioned as a venue for services for 

all the Christian groups.  The 

Chaplains who came from different 

parts of the world, as well as from the 

churches in Athens worked in three 

teams with each day split into two 

shifts 7.00 a.m. ï 3 p.m. and 3p.m. to 

10.00 p.m. 

 

The Chaplainsô duties included dealing with 

requests for spiritual help and putting on 

services and also getting to know the 

athletes and help them cope with any 

problems they might face, including the 

frustration and despair of not succeeding in 

competitions and being away from family 

and in a foreign environment.  Some 

Chaplains covered the Paralympic Games as 

well in Athens in September.   

 

We thank God for the work and ministry of 

all Chaplains of all faiths at the Olympic 

Games this year. 

PARISH HALL FUNDING UP

-DATE 
 

 

As no doubt you will remember Tesco Extra in Talbot Green has chosen the Parish 

Hall Restoration Appeal as a community project for 2004 and has allowed us to hold 

raffles in the store two days a week, six times during the year. 

 

Tescoôs kindly provide the prizes, licence and tickets and we have to provide the 

personnel to sell tickets.  To date over one thousand five hundred pounds has been 

raised and at the time of writing two other allocated dates are drawing near:  Friday 

8th October and Saturday 9th October.  Some spaces in the rota have been filled but 

more volunteers are needed.  Please fill your names in on the sheet or contact the 

Vicar. 

 

We are most grateful to Tesco and all who have volunteered to participate. 

 

Donôt forget Mrs. Cynthia Dunnôs Quiz Night on Saturday 27th November in the 

Church Hall.  A splendid evening is promised as those who went to the previous one 

will testify.  Further details will be announced in church and in the next edition of the 

magazine.  Please make a note of the date in your diary.   

 

Every little helps! 

A Limerick 

An old Quaker person of Fratton 

Would sit in the Church with his hat on, 

ñWhen I wake up,ò he said 

ñwith my hat on my head 

Iôd be sure that it hasnôt been sat on.ò 5 



HARVEST THANKSGIVING 2004  

 
Harvest Thanksgiving Services will be held as follows: 

 

Parish Hall, Creigiau 

 

Sunday 3rd October  

 

 10.30 a.m.  Parish Family Service (followed by refreshments) 

 

St. Davidôs, Groesfaen 

 

Sunday 10th October 

 

8.00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

10.30 a.m. Family Eucharist 

6.00 p.m.  Evensong and Sermon 

   Preacher The Rev. Edward Wilson 

   Rector of St. Nicholas with Bonvilston and St. Georgeôs Super Ely 

 

The church will be open for preparation and decoration on Saturday, 9th October at 

10.00 a.m.  Offers of help and gifts of flowers, fruit and vegetables will be very 

welcome. 

 

Capel Llanilltern  

 

Sunday 17th October 

 

10.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (followed by light refreshments) 

 

                          A WARM WELCOME TO EVERYONE  

HARVEST SUPPER 
 

All members of our churches, together with friends 

and families etc. are invited to come along to our 

Harvest Supper which will be held at 7 p.m. on 

Saturday 2nd October in the Church Hall, Creigiau.  

Tickets will be £5.  Please bring cutlery and a bottle. 
 

6 

Aber Valley Male Choir will be performing a concert at the Village Hall 

Pentyrch on Friday 8 October at 7 p.m. Entry is £6 and all proceeds will be donated 

to the George Thomas Hospice. Soloist is Siriol Williams. Tickets are available from 

Gwynneth Thomas and at the door. 



FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Holy Baptism 

 

óGrafted into The Body of Christô 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

August 22nd  Tara Dawn Taylor 

    Alex David Lee 

September 5th  Eve Jessica Pearson 

    Ethan Edward Williams 

September 12th  Amy Marie Dyer 

    Ella Louise Grant 

 

St. Davidôs Church, Groesfaen 

 

August 29th  Joshua Evan Morgan  

 

Holy Matrimony  

 

óThat they may be oneô 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

August 27th  James Ashley Fry and Julie Anne Powell  

    George William Edward Asprey and Kirsten Jane Parker 

September 5th  Hywel Gareth James Williams and Rebekah Bowsher 

 

 

 

Funerals 

 

óMay she rest in peaceô 

 

17th August  Betty Crandon 

 

 

 

 
Kindness é 

Is the master key to all locks on barred hearts. 

Works without knowledge of its salary. 

Places a sun in somebodyôs sky, and stations a full moon for the blackness of the night. 

May not always seem kind. 

Is the mother of confidence and happiness. 

Is the Good Samaritan of today. 

Receives its rewards both here and hereafter. 
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AUTUMN FAYRES  

 
St Catwgôs Church Autumn Fayre will be held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon on 

Saturday 30th October in Pentyrch Village Hall with a large variety of stalls 

as usual and also a raffle and refreshments. 

 

All help and donations to the stalls would be very welcome.  The hall will 

be open at 9. a.m. for last minute preparations. 

 

St. Davidôs Groesfaen Autumn Fayre will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday 6th 

November in the Church Hall, Creigiau.  As usual there will be a large 

number of stalls, refreshments and a raffle and proceeds will be for Church 

Hall Funds. 

 

The hall will be open from 10 a.m. to 12 noon to prepare the stalls and 

donations for the stalls would be gratefully received along with help on the 

stalls. 

 

We hope that both these Autumn Fayres will be well supported by the whole 

parish and everyone from our local communities will come along with their 

families, friends and neighbours to enjoy themselves. 

 

 

 

 

SONGS FROM THE SHOWS 
 

The Anwen Little 

Theatre presents 

óSongs from the 

Shows on Friday 29th 

October in the Parish 

Hall, Creigiau at 

7.30 p.m. in aid of the Parish Hall 

Restoration Appeal. 

 

Tickets are on sale at £5 each and there 

will be a raffle and light refreshments. 

 

We are most grateful to the Anwel Little 

Theatre Company for putting on what 

promises to be a splendid evening and 

hope that the concert will be well 

supported.  Please keep the evening free 

and come along and encourage others to 

come with you! 

CONFIRMATION  
 

Confirmation classes 

are under way 

preparing the young 

people and an adult 

for their confirmation 

b y  t h e  R i g h t 

Reverend David Yeoman, Assistant Bishop 

of Llandaff at the Llandaff Deanery 

Confirmation during the Holy Eucharist in 

All Saints Church, Llandaff North at 7.30 

p.m. on Tuesday 30th November when the 

newly confirmed, together with members of 

the congregation will receive Holy 

Communion  

All parents, families, godparents, friends 

etc. are very welcome to attend the service 

together, of course, with parishioners from 

our parish. 
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Bristol Cathedral 

Bristol Cathedral looks across College 

Green towards the council offices.  In 

typical cathedral style, it has three towers - 

two at the western end and a more 

substantial one in the centre.  However, 

the overall impression is of a lower 

roofline than we usually expect on a 

cathedral. 

The reason for this can be seen a soon as 

we enter the nave.  Bristol Cathedral is 

unusual in being a ñhall churchò.  Nave, 

aisles and quire are of equal height.  There 

is no clerestory.  Instead, slender open 

stonework bridges the gap between the 

nave arcade and the outside walls. 

The eastern end of the church ï formerly 

part of an Augustinian abbey - dates from 

medieval times.  But the present nave is of 

the nineteenth century.  The style is 

Decorated Gothic but the single-tier walls 

call for taller windows than in a more 

conventionally designed church.  This 

required the insertion of horizontal 

transoms so there is a touch of 

Perpendicular, but not the massive ñglass 

wallsò of that period.  The relative 

newness of the nave is reflected in the 

good condition of its stonework.  There is 

little crumbling, and several blank shields 

have been incorporated on the inside wall 

above the west door ï looking as if they 

are waiting to be carved as memorials to 

some not-yet-dead worthies. 

Bristol suffered greatly from enemy 

action in the 1940s and stained glass 

in the north walls of the nave 

commemorates the wart ime 

contribution of civilian services ï 

Nurses, St John Ambulance, Red 

Cross, Police, ARP, Womenôs 

Voluntary Service and Home Guard.  

Some of the windows on the 

opposite side commemorate  naval 

heroes ï including Drake, Raleigh 

and Nelson.  A recent addition to the 

nave is the Millennium Altar ï an 

octagonal design in light oak.  It 

incorporates complex geometric 

shapes, the cutting of which required 

computer technology, while also 

echoing earlier design features of the 

building.   

Bristol has the rare distinction of 

possessing two Lady Chapels.  The 

so-called  ñElder Lady Chapelò ï to 

the north of the quire - is the oldest 

part of the cathedral.  Originally a 

separate church, it was incorporated 

into the abbey in the thirteenth 

century.  It is noted for its fine stone 

carving ï including several 

monkeys! 

As we enter the quire, we cannot 

immediately see what is perhaps its 

most notable feature.  Beneath the 

tip-up seats are 28 carved 

 

During this summer, David Webb 

visited a number of English 

Cathedrals, and has prepared a 

accounts of his visits. This is the 

first of what will be an occasional 

look at some of the great 

Cathedrals in the UK. He hopes to 

include Welsh Cathedrals at a later 

date. 
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misericords (small platforms against 

which monks could rest while standing 

during  services).  Dating from the 

sixteenth century, these represent 

Biblical events, comic scenes, and 

animals.  The sanctuary, beyond, was 

reconstructed at the start of the 

twentieth century, with an intricate 

mosaic floor and carved stone reredos, 

together with stone sedilia (canopied 

seats) on both the north and south 

sides. 

The wall of the south quire aisle 

incorporates three niches with star-

shaped canopies.  Two contain effigies 

of knights, while the third is cut 

through to provide a view into the 

Berkeley  Chapel, used for the daily 

service of Eucharist.  The chapel is 

entered via the sacristy, itself an 

interesting chamber.  It was formerly 

used for preparing communion bread 

and washing the vessels, functions 

which can be readily visualised from 

features which remain. 

Back in the south quire aisle is the 

1960s ñHoly Spiritò window.  Of its 

era, the design is an abstract one 

featuring strong reds, blues and greens.  

While this may not be to everyoneôs 

taste, it does not seem inappropriate to 

the subject ï by its nature a difficult one 

to represent pictorially.  

Compared to the rest of the cathedral, the 

Eastern Lady Chapel is a blaze of colour.  

It features more star-shaped niches ï this 

time with gilded detail and with effigies 

of abbots.  There is more colour and 

gilding in the reredos ï perhaps 

reflecting how the whole church once 

appeared.  This is complemented by the 

stained glass of the windows. 

A door in the south transept leads 

through a cloister walk into the Norman 

Chapter House, described as ñone of the 

finest in Europeò.  Looking at the clean 

cut dogtooth and ropework designs, it is 

easy to forget that these date from 1150.  

Modern clear glass windows are carved 

with the names of former Abbots and 

Deans of Bristol. 

A further door from the cloister leads 

into the small cemetery area, which has 

been planted as a garden with sitting 

areas.  While the noise and bustle of the 

city can still be heard, this creates an 

oasis of relative calm from which to 

appreciate the glories of a building which 

has taken nearly 800 years to develop 

into its present form. 

Bristol Cathedral 

From ñLiving It Upò Magazine 

Some howlers found in published versions of the Bible: 

¶ Blessed are the place-makers ï Matt. 5:9 

¶ Thou shalt commit adultery ï Exodus 20:14 

¶ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall inherit the kingdom of God.  

Corinthians 6:9 

¶ Printers (Princes) have persecuted me without a cause.- Psalm 119: 161. 

¶ Go and sin on more. - John 8:11 

¶ The fool hath said in his heart there is a God. ï Psalm 14:1 

¶ Let the children first be killed (should be ñ filled) - Mark 7:27  

¶ These are murderers (should be ñmurmurersò), complainers. ïJude 16. 
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There is a spirit of infinite power whose 

main characteristic is creativity. This  

engenders a sense of isolation, 

unfulfilment. The spirit engendered 

another spirit out of his substance which 

he called his son and they were able to 

converse and had a relationship with each 

other. 

 

Being of the same substance the son was 

also creative and entered into a dialogue 

with his father about using their creativity 

to extend their relationship. Could we not 

create a whole race of beings that we 

could relate to. Well yes, but to preserve a 

sense of fulfilment they would have to 

relate to us. That would mean that 

essentially they would have to be like us. 

Yes, we would create them in our own 

image. Well it would not be possible for 

them to have our power. No, but we could 

give them complete autonomy within 

their sphere and in our relationship with 

them. Yes, complete freewill in that 

sphere. Yes, they could do what they liked 

to their relationship with us, and to each 

other. Well, that's going it a bit. We could 

give them some guidance, inbuilt. An 

inward light if you like. Yes. Actually that 

would follow from their being made in 

our image, but freewill would allow them 

to ignore the light.  

 

I think there is another consideration. 

Their relationship to us will be of a 

different order to their relationship to each 

other. The relationship of the created to 

the creator. Won't they be overwhelmed 

by the realisation of our infinite power? 

For their relationships with their own kind 

to be fruitful they will have to be on an 

equal basis with each other and to have 

mutual trust, have faith in each other. That 

means in our case although they are not 

our equals they must have faith in us 

for the relationship to exist. So there 

can be no absolute proof that we exist 

otherwise faith will not be part of it. 

Certainty and faith are incompatible. 

They will have to have faith that we do 

exist from the workings of their inner 

light and their own creativity. And from 

any revelation we may make. 

 

Agreed so far. But what will their 

sphere be, their environment? Well, 

because of this last point what we 

create must contain no absolute clues 

that we made it at all or that we exist. 

We won't create them by one action. 

We will have them develop in 

complexity over time from a simple 

organism to full human status. Yes, a 

jolly long time that will engender all 

sorts of possibilities and will be 

ascertainable by, but unimaginable to 

them. Yes, our creation will be logical 

and susceptible to understanding by 

their innate logic and I think we should 

give them a hint as to that. 

 

So far we will have created a heaven on 

earth. But an unselfish, that is, a loving 

relationship can only be tested by 

adversity. There's a dilemma. We can't 

create random adversity in order to 

have a loving relationship, can we? It 

would violate our own integrity and 

righteousness. The end can't justify the 

means. Another point arises. We know 

everything as it happens, and our 

statistical ability means we have a near 

certain knowledge of what will happen. 

So if we "know" that something 

dreadful is about to happen and do 

nothing about it where do we stand 

Belief and Reason, or, if i were I AM  by Norman Bryan 
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morally, and where does the freewill of 

mankind stand? If we did interfere to stop 

it we would leave a clue as to our 

existence, and if the calamity were man 

made we would be violating freewill. We 

will come back to that! 

 

We must also consider what will happen if 

mankind exercises it's freewill by acting 

against the inward light, call it conscience. 

The cumulative effect could be to destroy 

their relationships with each other, and 

with us. We must create a safety net. But it 

will have to depend on faith, else the 

whole system of relationships will 

collapse. 

 

You mean it cannot be an absolute right to 

be forgiven. Yes, there must be an 

intention to use the safety net and remorse 

for the harmful action must be shown. 

Because of our innate moral integrity and 

righteousness we cannot condone or 

forgive unlawfulness "for free". Some 

payment will have to be made. We can 

only forgive and retain our integrity if we 

pay ourselves.  

 

Now, this question of adversity and our 

foreknowledge: We could build an element 

of randomness into the creation. That 

would take care of our foreknowledge 

especially when coupled with mankind's 

freewill and freedom of action and 

thought. It would however still leave us 

with an immoral intention. Well that does 

remain and we shall have to pay for it. 

Could we couple the safety net for 

mankind's wrongdoing with a safety net 

for own wrongdoing?  

 

Our creation involves us in voluntarily 

giving up some of our power. It is a 

sacrifice to enable love. Because of the 

uncertainty built into the physical 

structure and the unchecked operation 

of freewill we will not know the 

outcome. 

 

I AM conscious that all this seems 

dispassionate, at arms length. We must 

be more involved in our creation. We 

must have a greater stake in mankind. 

My son, this creation will be through 

you, and at some stage you will have to 

enter into it and be part of mankind. 

You will be their light on earth, and 

their safety net. We will have to risk 

that their freewill will lead to some of 

them despising you, abusing you, 

rejecting you, and maybe putting you 

to death. Our willing acceptance of this 

will ensure the compatibility of our 

forgiveness of unrighteous acts with 

our moral righteousness. 

 

You will also be our safety net. We are 

of one substance and any action against 

you would be against me. Our willing 

acceptance of this is our sacrifice to 

redeem the moral flaw of exploiting 

adversity which we have admitted as 

part of our creation. 

 

 

This will be a spiritual Big Bang, but 

inevitably some will see it as a Big 

Crunch.. We must continue to give 

support and advice when you are no 

longer on earth. It will have to be 

intangible, ineffable. A ghost then, well 

perhaps better a Spirit, an Advocate. 

Initially we will send it freely to your 

followers, and then to all who have or 

seek a relationship with us when they 

so ask. 

Belief and Reason cont. 
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éééé..go away on the Mayday Bank Holiday weekend in 2005! 

 

You will be needed to read or steward the sponsored continuous reading of the 

Bible. 

This will be a major fundraising event for the Parish Hall Restoration, and it is 

hoped that all Parishioners will help. For everyone to read once, approximately 

250 readers will be need. 

 

The event was originally planned for December 2004, but it has been moved to 

warmer, longer days to make it easier for folk to attend. If you have family or 

friends who would like to read , sound them out now and invite them to spend the 

Mad Day weekend with you. Tents can be made available to erect  in gardens 

when all your beds have been used up! 

 

If you have any contact with anyone in the written or spoken/visual media who 

could be used for free publicity, then speak to the vicar or church wardens. 

 

 

 The vicar calls out the winner in the grand draw reported 

in the magazine last month.  His face is etched with disappointment 

at realising it is not his ticket! 
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Earlier this month, Penny and Gordon Longmore visited the ancient city of Cordoba in 

Andalucia. Below is Gordonôs first report. 

 

 

The Ancient Cathedral-Mosque in Cordoba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the first week of September, Penny and I had the pleasure of spending four days 

in the city of Cordoba. The city of Cordoba is in Andalucia about one hundred miles 

inland from Malaga on the Rio Guadalquivir. Although Granada, seventy miles to the 

south-east of Cordoba is the more well known of the old Moorish cities in Andalucia, 

with its highly decorative Alhambra, Cordoba, the ancient capital of the region, can 

claim the largest mosque ever built in the western world. Although originally built as a 

mosque the central part of the building is now a Cathedral, as can be seen in the centre 

of the structure in the photograph above. This illustrates the history of the building, 

which has been, in turn, a church (no longer in existence) under Roman and Visigoth 

rule, a Mosque under Moorish rule and finally a church, later a cathedral, again 

following the 15thC re-conquest by "Los Reyes Christianos". 

 

In subsequent issues of the Parish Magazine I hope to relate the history of the building, 

as described in an excellent audio-visual presentation that is housed in one of the other 

historic buildings in the city, and to introduce you to King Alfonso X ï ñThe Wiseò. 

 

 

 

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING 

 

Donôt forget the October Good News Coffee Morning in the Church Hall, Creigiau on 

Saturday 16th October from 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon, to enjoy a cup of coffee and something 

to eat in splendid company. 

 

We are very grateful to all who organise the coffee mornings. 
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POINT TO POINT  

 

There were two puzzles in the September magazine.  Did you get the correct  

answers? 

 

At a recent Grand Prize Draw in aid of the Church Hall, Creigiau Restoration Fund 

one of the prizes was an authenticated Roman coin, which is a reminder of how a 

man once stated he had found a genuine Roman coin dated 17 B.C.  However, the 

experts did not believe him ï Why not? 

 

Answer:  BC had no meaning until after Jesus was born and there would have been 

no such date then. 

 

Secondly - What was the highest mountain before Everest was discovered?  

 

Answer:  Everest ï it had always been there! 

 

Now for this monthôs puzzle 

 

The lion and the unicorn were frequent visitors to the forest.  These are strange 

creatures.  The lion tells untruths on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and tells 

the truth on the other days of the week. 

 

The unicorn on the other hand, tells untruths on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays but 

tells the truth on the other days of the week. 

 

One day a man met the lion and the unicorn in the forest.  They said this:- 

Lion   ñYesterday was one of my lying daysò 

Unicorn  ñYesterday was one of my lying days tooò 

 

From these statements the man knew which day of the week it was 

Which day was it? 

Good luck 

ADVENT FELLOWSHIP LUNCH  

 

Donôt forget the Annual Parish Advent Fellowship Lunch to be held on Sunday 5th 

December in Pentyrch Village Hall. 

 

Everyone is very welcome.  Further details nearer the time. 

From ñLiving It Upò magazine 

¶ The murderer shall surely be put together ( should be: ñto deathò) Numbers 25:18 

¶ He hath ears to ear, let him hear. Matt. 11:15 

15 



ALTAR SERVERS  

 

If any confirmed members of our churches of whatever age, male 

or female would like to serve at the altar during the Eucharist, 

please contact the Vicar. 

 

Duties consist mainly of assisting the priest at the altar with the 

preparation of the bread and wine for Communion and cleansing 

the vessels later in the service. 

 

Adequate training would be given before starting on a Sunday. 

 

I 

More gems from the children in class one at Pentyrch Primary 

Christmas by William Carnell 

 

I went to church last Christmas and people 

read the New Testament of the Bible. We 

sang songs and we prayed to God to say 

thank you for making Mary have Jesus. 

 

Personal Poems 

 

The Church I like best 

Has beautiful pictures 

and a place where I can 

think of God 

and there 

when I am thinking 

I know everyone is important to God. 

 

By Matthew Shenton 

 

The Church I like most 

Has stained glass windows 

and gravestones 

and a place where I can pray to God 

and there. 

When I am quiet 

know that God is there 

By Connor Johnson.  

 

The Church I like most 

Has beautiful coloured flowers around 

the gravestones 

and a huge organ on the wall 

and a place where I can 

pray to God 

and there 

when I am joyful, happy and quiet 

I know everyone is important to God. 

 

By Eloise Knight. 

 

The Church I like the most 

Have stained glass windows 

and a Bible 

and a place where I can  

pray to God 

and there 

when I am sad God makes me 

happy 

I know that God loves me. 

 

By Jessica Hedges. 
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No prizes for the winner, but see if you can solve this word search. Move any way as 

long as it is straight lines! 

More from Pentyrch school 

 

The church I like the most 

has some stained glass windows 

with  beautiful flowers surrounding 

the church 

and a Bible with a lectern 

and a place where I can sit and talk to 

God and look at the church 

there when I am thinking 

and listening I know that I am safe and 

happy 

when I pray to God. 

 

By Ffion Goodwin. 

The church I like the best 

has a big organ 

and a place where I can 

read the Bible 

and there  

when I am in peace 

I know God is happy. 

 

By Joshua Price. 
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