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VICAR  

 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong  

 

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

Creigiau Church Hall  

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

 

       WEEKDAYS  

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

St. Catwgôs 10.30 am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 

10th of the month.       
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  From the Vicarage Window 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

The coming of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost was not imposed upon 

unprepared, undeserving, unwilling or 

unready people. They precipitated it by 

the way they prayed. Prayer and 

Pentecost are inseparable. Shortly 

before His Ascension, Jesus said to His 

disciples: ñBehold I send forth the 

promise of my Father upon you, but 

wait in the city until you are clothed 

with power from on high.ò In obedience 

to the parting request of their Lord they 

assembled in the Upper Room in 

Jerusalem and waited and prayed, not 

for an hour, but for hours; not for a day, 

but for days. Their praying was more 

than asking for things, it was a blending 

of their wills with Godôs as it was 

revealed to them. ñWhen the day of 

Pentecost had fully come, they were all 

together in one place, and suddenly a 

sound came from heaven like the 

rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled 

the house where they were sitting. And 

there appeared to them tongues as of 

fire, distributed and resting on each one 

of them. And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance.ò There came to that 

company of people in the Upper Room 

a new experience of God and a new 

sense of power. The promise of Jesus 

was now fulfilled. ñYou shall receive 

power when the Holy Spirit is come 

upon you.ò 

There was, in a sense. another 

incarnation. The companions of Jesus 

now became the incarnation of Christ. 

Jesus Christ was no longer with them in 

the flesh: but He was with them through 

the Holy Spirit. He was no longer 

ñEmmanuel, God with usò, but 

ñImmanuel, God in usò. Their hands 

became His hands; their feet His feet; their 

lips His lips; their voices His voice; their 

lives His life. From that hour they had but 

one thought: Jesus Christ; but one passion: 

Jesus Christ. Wherever they went they 

communicated Jesus Christ. 

Such  is the Pentecost that we celebrate 

each year. What does that Pentecost mean 

to us? As we celebrate a Pentecost of the 

year 33 AD, we can celebrate out own in 

2005. 

We think not of the fire, the tongues, the 

sound of a rushing, mighty wind.  We do 

not ask for the accessories of that 

Pentecost, but for its actualities. We do not 

seek for the spectacular features of that 

Pentecost, but for its spirit. Jesus included 

us in His promise when He said: ñYou 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is 

come upon youò. God is ready and waiting 

to give Himself to us to the greatest of our 

capacity; and our capacity is never fixed 

and final. It increases with the increase of 

God in us. To experience God and His 

power is to have what is actual, factual, 

central, essential and permanent in 

Pentecost. 

We can wait for God and know His 

presence and His power within us as in 

trustfulness we surrender our lives to God 

and to His will for us. 

Since that first Pentecost God has 

repeatedly responded to His people when 

they have asked Him to come into their 

lives in prayer. 

William Booth found his Pentecost in a 

Wesleyan Chapel in Nottingham. He went 

into the chapel one day to pray, for he was 

a discouraged, perplexed, troubled man 

facing a crisis. He had prayed before, but 

never like this. While he prayed there 
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came  to him an new experience of God 

and a new sense of power: then and 

there was born the Salvation Army. One 

day the minister of the chapel saw a 

man wearing a Salvation Army uniform 

standing before a tablet on the wall of 

the chapel recalling the experience of an 

event in William Boothôs life, and 

gazing reverently at it. Turning to the 

minister he asked: ñCan anyone say his 

prayers here?ò ñCertainly,ò replied the 

minister. Hesitating for a moment the 

man dropped to his knees and, pointing 

to the tablet on the wall he said: ñO 

God, do it again! O God, do it again!ò 

With these thoughts in mind, let us celebrate 

Pentecost in 2005 by asking God into our 

lives each day that His Holy Spirit may give 

us strength, courage and vision to serve Him 

and others and live fully in His power and 

guidance, trusting in the promise of Jesus. 

ñLo I am with you always.ò  

It is the risen Jesus in us that fills our lives 

with His. 

God in Jesus with us; God in Jesus in us. 

 

Best wish from all of us at the Vicarage. 

John Binny 

Pentecost (Whitsunday) Services 
 

St Catwgôs Church 

 

9.00 am.   Sung Eucharist 

6.00 pm.   Parish Choral Evensong (See details below) 

 

St Davidôs Church  

 

10.30 am.   Sung Eucharist 

 

Capel Llanilltern  

 

10.30 am.   Holy Communion  

Parish Choral Evensong at St Catwgôs Church  

 

Sunday 15 May (Pentecost: Whitsunday) 

at  

6 pm. 

Canticles: Harries in A 

Anthem: Come Holy Ghost Attwood 
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PALM SUNDAY 2005 
 

The morning Eucharists in each church, during which Palm Crosses 

were blessed and distributed, were followed at 6 pm. by a special 

Parish Service in St Catwgôs of meditation and reflection on the 

events of Holy Week leading to the crucifixion of Jesus. A total of 

17 adults and young people read and led prayers while St Catwgôs 

Choir sang music by John Hinton, Mendelssohn, de Victoria, 

J.S.Bach,  Cruger, Gore Ousley and Mozart. Everyone joined in the 

congregational Hymns.  

We are grateful to all the readers, the choir and especially John 

Gough for leading the service in what it set out to achieve: a 

meditation and reflection on the events of Holy Week. 

JB 

 

The great pity is that there were not more in the congregation to be part of what was a 

very special occasion. JG 

 

EASTER WEEKEND 2005 

 
After the Eucharist on Maunday Thursday evening in St Catwgôs, members of the choir 

helped with the ceremony of Stripping the Altar as the ornaments, cloths and vestments are 

removed from the church symbolising the isolation and desolation of Jesus in the garden of 

Gethsemane following the fellowship of the last Supper with His disciples. 

A number of people remained behind for a while for the Watch of 

the Passion in a bare church, which remained bare for the Good 

Friday Liturgy and Devotions the following  afternoon. During this 

service the Passion Gospel was read in a dramatised form and the 

bell rung at 3.00 pm., the hour that Jesus died. A similar 

dramatisation of the reading of the Passion featured in the morning 

service at St Davidôs when members of Capel Llanilltern were also 

in the congregation. 

After the solemn and reflective atmosphere of Good Friday our 

churches were filled with joyous singing of favourite hymns, 

worship, colour and flowers on Easter Day. 

Many people remarked on the beauty of our churches, and we thank all those who in any 

way contributed to that transformation after the bareness of the previous week. 

Thanks also to Canon Jack Buttimore for all his help and support over Easter and 

throughout the year. 

 

Itôs just a though: 
¶ Be a good listener. Your ears will never get you in trouble. 

¶ ñI can forgive, but I cannot forget,ò is only another way of saying. !I cannot forgive.ò 

¶ Most human beings have an infinite capacity for taking things for granted. 
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PARISH HALL WORSHIP  

The first Sunday after Easter is 

traditionally known as ñLow Sundayò 

and, in many ways, this is not an 

inappropriate name for it, as many parish 

registers show low attendances at service 

after the high numbers in the previous 

two weeks. One of the causes, of course, 

is that many people go away on holiday 

during this period. 

This was reflected in the Parish Family 

Communion Service on 3rd of April in 

the Parish Hall, but the service was still 

lively and meaningful on the theme: 

ñJesus, the Bread of Lifeò. 

As well as the usual thanks to all 

normally involved in this service, special 

thanks this time to Drew, Nye and Emrys 

Moseley  for controlling the PowerPoint 

display that has become a feature of the 

Parish services, with, not just the words 

of the service, but reflective images to 

help our thoughts and prayers. 

Parish Family Communion continues on 

Sunday 1st May with Bishop David 

Yeoman, Assistant Bishop of Llandaff 

and on 5th June at 10.30 am. in the Parish 

Hall, Creigiau. 

BISHOP DAVID YEOMAN  

At the time of writing, we are looking 

forward to welcoming the Right Revd 

David Yeoman to celebrate and preach at 

our Parish Family Communion Service in 

the Parish Hall, Creigiau, on Sunday 1st 

May at 10.30 am. This will be the feastday 

of St Philip and St James. Despite the fact 

that this is a Bank Holiday weekend, we 

expect a large congregation to share this 

service with us and to welcome Bishop 

David into our midst. Even if you normally 

attend one of the other services on the first 

Sunday in the month, you may like to give 

this service, which is a little different, a try! 

Although this will be Bishop Davidôs first 

visit to the parish since his consecration, he 

preached at St Catwgôs while training at St 

Michaelôs College, Llandaff, and, in many 

ways an even closer link, a friend and 

contemporary during training, was our own 

vicar!  

Bishop David is looking forward to his visit 

and to meeting members of the 

congregation for refreshments after the 

service. 

A number of our congregation met the 

Bishop at the confirmation service in 

Llandaff North last November.  

THE BISHOP COMETH!  

CONFIMATION 2005  
If there are sufficient numbers from the parishes in the Deanery, it is proposed to have a 

Deanery Confirmation Service in Llandaff Cathedral later in the year at a date to be 

finalised. 

Any adults or young people in the last year of primary School and upwards at the time of 

the service and who wish to be confirmed, should contact the Vicar as soon as possible. 
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Whatôs in a date? 
Political pundits and newspaper columnists are busy trying to identify any political 

intent (or should it be ñreligiousò intent?) behind the Prime Ministerôs decision to call 

the General Election on Thursday 5th May. 

Religious leaders are insisting that, even though, in recent times, a precedent has been 

set for postponing one important event following a clash of dates, there is no truth in 

the claim that Ascension Day will be postponed. As an important date in the Churchôs 

calendar, it will be celebrated at the right time on THURSDAY 5th MAY. 

Consequently, congregations can attend Holy Eucharist services at St Catwgôs at 10.00 

am., and at St Davidôs at 7.00 pm. This will leave them plenty of time to do their duty 

at the polling booths. 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Parish Study Group 

 
Members from across the Parish met weekly during 

Lent, and once since, to study and reflect on the Lordôs Prayer. 

One of the dangers of saying a familiar prayer so regularly over the years is that the 

significance of the phrases can be forgotten at times, but those who have attended the 

Study Group will no doubt have found that the Lordôs Prayer is that much more 

meaningful, thanks to the thoughts that we shared with each other 

during Lent. 

Though not many, we found our fellowship and times of sharing very 

valuable. 

Our thoughts on the Prayer were greatly helped and focussed by the 

notes Janine Howarth had put together for us. 

One of the sessions was given over to the J.C.Jones Memorial Lecture 

in St Michaelôs College Llandaff by the Bishop of St Asaph.  

We are already thinking about topics for the next series of Study Groups, so watch this 

space! 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..

 

 

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING 

 
The GNCM (!) this month will be held on the third Saturday, 21 May 

from 10.00 am. until midday, in the Parish Hall, Creigiau. 

For just £1 come along and enjoy a couple of hours out, in good 

company with conversation in full flow, over a cup of coffee. You can 

even try and win a raffle prize! 

A|l proceeds are in aid of the Parish Hall Restoration Appeal. 

Football fans need not worry. They will be home in plenty of time to watch the Cup 

Final in  front of the Television with another cup of coffee. Is that what football fans 

drink? 

No doubt it will feature in the sermon on Sunday 22 May. 
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From the Registers 
 

Holy Baptism:  ñGrafted into the Body of Christò 

 

St Davidôs Church 

 
March 20th  Marnie Robin Tia Preece 

April 3rd   Anna Charlotte Leeke 

 

Holy Matrimony:    ñThat they may be oneò 

 

St Catwgôs Church 
 

March 19th   Robert Charlton Monington and Katherine Patricia Smith 

    Nicholas Philip Jenkins and Jane Elizabeth Prentice   

 

April 2nd   Matthew William Whitney Davies and Helen Sian Jackson 

 

Funerals:   ñMay they rest in peaceò 

 

March 14th  Frederick Flay 

 

April 8th   Elizabeth Osborne (Burial of ashes) 

    Naomi Mary Davies 

 

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our sympathy and prayers are 

for their loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ All involved in decorating the churches over Easter 

¶ The readers, choir, choirmaster and congregation who did so much to make the 

special Passiontide service so memorable 

¶ The teachers and helpers in the Sunday School 

¶ The coffee morning group 

¶ Janine Howarth for her help in the Study Group 

¶ The organisers and helpers at the Parish Eucharist Service 

 

Finally! A big special thanks to Vicar John for his unstinting work in ministering to the 

needs of a very busy and demanding parish. Nothing is too much trouble for him. His 

working hours and his working days are unspecified, but he puts in many more hours 

than that recommended by the EU! We must make sure he gets to watch the Cup Final 

on 21st May! Thank you, John, from all of us! 
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St Catwgôs Sunday School 

To date there has been no response to 

our urgent appeal in other magazines for 

someone to take on a leadership role in 

St Catwgôs Sunday School as soon as 

possible. As previously stated this would 

involve some administration duties as 

well as sharing in the teaching with 

those already engaged in this task. 

Because of the hard work and 

conscientious application of previous 

leaders there is much in place, including 

materials, resources and, of course, help 

and advice.    

Sunday School meets during term time 

at 10.30 am. Except on the first Sunday 

in the month when the Parish service is 

held in the Parish Hall in Creigiau. 

Please give this matter your prayerful 

thought and consideration. Obviously, 

we all wish this important part of the 

Churchôs Mission and Ministry to 

continue and build on the solid 

foundations already laid. 

If you wish to know more or are 

interested in helping, please contact the 

Vicar. We would dearly love to have 

someone in place this month. 

Meanwhile we are most grateful to all 

who are teaching and helping at this 

time in the Sunday School. The 

children and their families appreciate 

all they do and all are anxious to move 

forward, supporting one another. 

Please help if you can. 

DIOCESAN DAY OF PRAYER  

 
You may well remember the Diocesan Day of Prayer held in Llandaff Cathedral in 

January 2004. Members of our congregations were amongst the two thousand 

people from across the diocese who spent time in our Mother Church . 

There is to be a further Day of Prayer on Saturday 14th May in the Cathedral from 

9.00 am. to 10 pm. The day is being organised by the Diocesan Spirituality 

Committee on the theme of ñDiscovering our giftsò. The format will be similar to 

the previous event. Different diocesan groups will be asked to lead segments 

during the day, building their contributions around a theme. There will be space in 

the timetable for silence and there will be prayer ñstationsò at different points 

around the Cathedral in order that people might make full use of the building. 

If you are able to go, please do so and stay for whatever length of time you wish. 

For your diary  
A reminder of two events in November: 

Sunday 13th November, Diocesan Eucharist at Cardiff International Arena. The 

evening begins at 5 pm. with live music, drama and film extracts, followed by 

Eucharist. Please contact the Vicar as soon as possible, so that tickets may be 

ordered. The Archbishop will preside, and the Bishop of Horsham will preach. 

Wednesday 30 November, Deanery Eucharist for all parishes in the deanery at 

the Church of the Resurrection, Ely at 7.30 pm. More details to follow. 

We hope that our churches will be well represented at both events.  
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Points to Ponder 
It is good to know that these monthly ñbrainteasersò are enjoyed by readers and the 

feedback is greatly appreciated. Well done! 

Mrs Cynthia Dunnð you may be ñvertically challengedò, to quote you in last monthôs 

magazine, but you walk tall in other ways! 

Firstly, the answer to Aprilôs puzzle: 

We heard about the lady who annoyed a taxi driver in New York, by her incessant 

chatter during the journey in his car. He told her that he couldnôt hear a word that she 

was saying, as he was as deaf as a post, and the battery in his hearing aid was dead. This 

stopped the lady talking, but when she left the taxi she realised the driver had not been 

truthful to her: how did she know? 

Answer: the lady realised the cabbie could hear her because he had driven her to her 

requested destination! 

Now for this monthôs puzzle. 

It was the day of the final exam. The professor warned the students  that everyone had 

to stop writing when the 3 oôclock bell rang, but one young man ignored him and 

continued writing for a few seconds more. When he dropped his exam booklet on top of 

the others, the professor picked it up and handed it back: ñYou were told to stop writing 

when the bell rang. Since you disobeyed you have failed the course.ò 

The student demanded indignantly: ñDo you know who I am?ò 

ñ No, and further more I donôt care,ò the invigilator replied. 

 

What did the student do to avoid failing? 

Good Luck! Answer in next monthôs magazine, and if anyone doing exams works out 

the solutionðnot to be recommendedðthere is a twist in the tail as you will see! 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.

Sissy 

One summer evening during a violent thunderstorm a mother was tucking her son 

into bed. She was about to turn off the light when he asked with a tremor in his 

voice: ñMummy, will you sleep with me tonight?ò 

Wanting her son to learn that there was nothing to be frightened of, she smiled, gave 

a reassuring hug and replied: ñI canôt dear, I have to sleep in Daddyôs room.ò 

A long silence was broken at last by his shaky little voice: ñThe big sissy!ò 

 

Pull Over! 
A policeman couldnôt believe his eyes when he saw a woman drive past him on the 

motorway, busily knitting. Quickly he pulled alongside the vehicle, rolled down his 

window and shouted: ñPull over!ò 

ñNo,ò the woman cheerfully yelled back, ñSocks!ò 

 

Question:  Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible? 

Answer:    Samson. He brought the house down!   

Question:  Who is the greatest baby sitter mentioned in the Bible? 

Answer:   David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep! 
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Gloucester Cathedral towers over its spacious close ï a mass of Cotswold stone in 

glorious decorated style.  While very much a subjective judgement, my own view is 

that this cathedralôs setting is surpassed in England and Wales only by Salisbury and 

Canterbury. 

 

A richly carved two-storied porch leads us into the nave.  And here the immediate 

architectural experience is in contrast to that of the exterior.  The main arcade is of 

massive round columns with semi-circular Norman arches.  The triforium is also 

unmistakably Norman.  Even the clerestory retains the dogtooth mouldings, but the 

arches here rise to points, reflecting the shape of the later vaulted roof. 

 

This mix of styles is not unusual in our great churches, which were often developed 

over several hundred years.  The present building at Gloucester was begun in the 

twelfth century ï not as a cathedral, but as the Abbey Church of a monastery.  It was 

much restored and extended over the next four hundred years, before becoming a 

cathedral on the dissolution of the monasteries. 

 

It is not so surprising, therefore, when we turn to look at the west window.  Its glass ï 

depicting Biblical scenes including the Nativity ï has the deep colours of the Victorian 

period, but this was inserted into delicate fifteenth-century Perpendicular tracery ï a 

total contrast to the rest of the nave.  This architectural bonus results from rebuilding 

following the collapse of the west end in the fifteenth century.  At the opposite end of 

the nave, a stone pulpitum, topped by the organ case, closes off the quire.  A small 

central opening gives just a glimpse of the high altar beyond. 

 

Passing eastwards through the south quire aisle, we move into a later phase of building.  

Above us ï and also in the transept ï we notice complex perpendicular tracery, 

incorporating larger buttresses whose role is clearly to support the central tower. 

 

Turning left, we find ourselves in the quire ï almost as long as the nave, but much 

richer in appearance.  The ceiling is highly decorated; there are coloured tiles on the 

floor; and the high altar is backed by a profusely coloured and gilded reredos.  On a 

bright day, though, these pale into insignificance by comparison with the great east 

window.  This fourteenth century masterpiece depicts some 50 figures each in its own 

pane ï Apostles, Saints, Bishops of Worcester (the then diocese) and Abbots of 

Gloucester, all in attendance at the coronation of the Virgin Mary. 

 

Gloucester Cathedral 

 

David Webb continues his series by looking at 

one of Britainôs most beautiful Cathedrals 
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Central in the entrance to the presbytery is a thirteenth century wooden effigy 

of Robert, Duke of Normandy.  The eldest son of William the Conqueror, Duke 

Robert died at Cardiff Castle in 1134 and was buried in front of Gloucesterôs 

high altar. 

 

Continuing along the south quire aisle, we come to a side chapel, whose 

windows are filled with modern (1992) stained glass.  The three stunning 

scenes, primarily in blues with hints of gold, represent the artistôs interpretation 

of Thomas acknowledging the risen Christ, praise offered by the elements, and 

the worship of Godôs creation. 

 

Some clever architecture was needed to place the Lady Chapel at the customary 

easternmost end of the church without blocking out light from the great east 

window.  A low entrance leads into the much loftier chamber of the Chapel 

which, by itself, would form a stately church with vaulted ceiling and richly 

coloured windows.  There are further side chapels to both sides of the 

Presbytery and, in the south one, we find another example of modern stained 

glass, this time commemorating the composers Herbert Sumsion and Ivor 

Gurney; both choristers at the cathedral who later served as organists. 

 

In the north quire aisle is the tomb of King Edward II - murdered at Berkeley 

Castle in 1327.  Once an important place of pilgrimage, we can see where the 

pillars of the building were cut away to allow pilgrims to walk around the 

shrine.  The north transept leads us into the Treasury, with its impressive 

collection of plate - now too valuable for everyday use. 

 

Finally, we emerge into what must be one of the best preserved medieval 

cloisters in the country.  We can clearly see the monastic study carrels, and also 

the lavatorium ï a thirteenth century row of wash basins.   Off the cloisters is 

the Chapter House; in use at the time of my visit, I resorted to viewing its well-

preserved Norman arches through a large window.  The cloisters surround a 

secluded garden providing opportunities to sit and glance in wonder at what 

builders could achieve with little of the technology available to their modern 

successors.  

Gloucester  Cathedral continued 

Too late for a tow: 

 
On duty as a customer-service rep for a car-rental company, I took a call from 

a driver who needed a tow. He was stranded on a busy motorway, but he didnôt 

know the make of the car he was driving. I asked again for a more detailed 

description beyond ña blue four-doorò. 

After a pause, the  driver replied: ñItôs the one on fire.ò 
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Parish Magazines of a hundred years ago. 

 

Thomas Llewellyn has allowed us to view some of his collection of Parish Magazines; a 

collection that was started by his parents.  

At the turn of the 20th century, the magazine appears to have been professionally printed, and 

contained a Church of England insert. (This was a long time before the disestablishment of 

the Church in Wales.) The parish contribution normally amounted to two pages - the inside 

of the front and back covers.  

On the back page is the front cover of one of the magazines and what follows is the Vicarôs 

letter to his parishioners. 

 

           December 29th 1904 

MY DEAR PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS, - 

 Twelve months have now elapsed since the publication of the first number of the Parish 

Magazine, and I am glad to find, from the many inquiries as to its continuance, that the 

venture has been appreciated. From a financial point of view, it does not pay its way at the 

price; but as it is useful for disseminating church and parish news I am agreeable that it 

should continue, trusting at the same time that some kind friends will come forward with 

help to make up the small deficiency. Its circulation now stands at 170 copies a month. 

At the close of one year, and the dawn of another, one is naturally inclined to review the past. 

Perhaps there is not too much to chronicle, as events are recorded monthly as they occur. The 

usual services have been fairly well attended, and the offertories, on the whole, have shown 

some improvement. There were 816 Communions made; Confirmed, 19; Baptized, 21; 

Buried, 23.  

The Choir of the Parish Church performed two difficult  works of music with great credit. 

There were Jumble Sales and Entertainments held: one at Creigiau and the other at Pentyrch, 

and the proceeds, together with the result of the cantatas, have materially helped to swell the 

funds for parochial work. 

A Juvenile Branch of the Church of England Temperance Society was formed at the Mission 

Room and is proving a great success. 

At Creigiau, under the auspices of a local committee, a Reading Room and Institute was 

opened, and the result has already justified the action of the promoters. 

On Christmas Day the Parish Church was furnished with a new and beautiful white altar 

frontal, super frontal and pulpit fall. They were presented by parishioners and friends, and 

for which the Church will always and ever be grateful. 

On the whole we have great cause to thank and praise God for His past goodness, and in the 

firm hope of His continued blessings to us as we go on working and hoping unto the end. 

My personal acknowledgements are due to the members of St Davidôs Church, who 

surprised me with a presentation in the form of a framed engraving of the Lord Bishop of the 

Diocese to mark the completion of my 10th year as Vicar of the parish. Their kindly thought 

will ever be cherished in my memory. 

In wishing you all a Happy New Year I wish particularly to thank my colleague for his loyal 

service, and the Church officers and workers for their valued support during the past year. 

   

      I am, 

       Yours faithfully 

        HENRY WILLIAMS  
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Christian Aid Week 16 ï21 May 2005  

 

A Story (Parable?) from Mozambique 

 

Once upon a time there was a family of gazelles who wandered the forests of 

Mozambique with their horns held high on their heads. Their mother said to them: 

ñGod has made your horns very beautiful. They are just right for what you need. Make 

sure you keep them that way.ò They drank from the water every day, and admired the 

reflection of their horns in the water. They thanked God for them. 

They were a contented family except for the youngest, who looked at his reflection and 

said: ñI have the most beautiful horns of all. Two little horns are not enough. The 

world would be a better place if I had more.ò To his astonishment, an extra pair of 

horns, bigger than the first, grew. 

The next day he showed off his horns to his family at the water hole, and thought how 

the bigger horns suited him. ñThe world would be a better place if I had even more.ò 

As he said it, much to his amazement, two more grew, even bigger than the previous 

ones! 

His mother started to worry. ñMy son, donôt do this. It ós not good to have more than 

you need.ò But the young gazelle would not listen and grew more and more horns that 

got bigger and bigger. 

One day, a terrible drought came to Mozambique. The pool began to dry up. The 

mother and the young gazelles had to put their heads deep down into the pool to drink. 

When the youngest gazelle tried to drink, he couldnôt  because he had so many horns, 

and they were so big he couldnôt get his head into the hole. No matter how hard he 

tried, his horns got in the way. Because he couldnôt reach the water, he wasted away 

and died. 

 

When parents in Mozambique tell this story they explain the moral: the world has 

enough for all to have what they need; but there is not enough for all to have more than 

they need. Learn from the gazelle that we will not make a better world for ourselves by 

wanting more and more.  
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