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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH  

VICAR  

 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong (Holy Eucharist on 1st Sunday in the month) 

 

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

Creigiau Church Hall  

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

 

       WEEKDAYS  

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

St. Catwgôs 10.30 am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th 

of the month.       
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wrong thing 

and we say 

we do it 

ñfor the 

sake of 
  

 

FROM THE VICARAGE WINDOW 

DEAR FRIENDS 

 
On Remembrance Sunday we remember 

the brave men and women who went to 

fight for what was right and true in two 

World Wars and conflicts since, including 

the Korean, Falklands and the Gulf Wars 

in more recent years.  There were wounds, 

there were injuries, and there were deaths.  

We remember those who died as a result 

of war, those who suffered under brutali-

ties, under air-raids, in camps, in prisons.  

We remember the innocent children who 

were blinded, and killed. We remember 

the waste and the horror. We remember 

also the shining examples of courage and 

love ï for the strange and terrible fact is 

this ï war produces both horrors and 

beauty. 

 

So many places, so many conflicts, so 

many people ï what have we to say?  We 

remember with pride, justifiable pride, the 

stand for truth and right, the efforts to 

keep standards high, not to sink into the 

depths that can open up so easily below 

us.  Much has to be done, much has to be 

faced up to ï in so many places there is 

still so much bitterness, brutality, hatred.   

 

So we pray for peace; as we pray let us 

remember that not all peace is good peace 

ï Nations and people can make peace cer-

tainly, peace of a sort, by surrendering to 

what is wrong. Some Nations make 

ñpeaceò by brutally overcoming all oppo-

sition, by slaughter, by repression, by in-

justice of all kinds.  The same can be true 

of ourselves.  In our own lives how easy it 

is to take the easy way, to accept the 

ñpeaceò.  The value of such a peace is du-

bious and it is unlikely to last.  Freedom 

can only be kept by paying its price; and 

that price sometimes is a great one.  

Surely, peace brought by surrender to evil 

is more hateful to a God of Justice than a 

war. 

 

It is in the true and ancient principle of 

standing against evil that we honour those 

who have died for us, commend their 

souls to Godôs care and loving mercy, and 

pray for those maimed and damaged by 

warfare in mind and body.  Above all we 

pray that love and mercy may come to re-

place envy and hatred, never losing sight 

of the ideal, the Christian ideal, of the 

enormous power of Love.  As Christians 

we commemorate Christôs supreme sacri-

fice that brought our deliverance and free-

dom and unite with that sacrifice so many 

other sacrifices. In Christôs suffering, obe-

dience and sacrifice, all human suffering 

led to our deliverance and freedom, so we 

can be sure that no human suffering and 

no noble striving can be in vain; for 

through him all can become fruitful and 

creative.    Whether we are of their gen-

eration or of the younger one, it is in no 

way false to describe the sufferings, the 

wounds and the deaths of those who have 

fought and have been prepared to give of 

themselves for us as truly sacrificial.   

 

 

Above all, we remember them, keeping in 

our minds the fact that their deaths and 

sufferings were instrumental in allowing 

us to live in freedom, free to say and to do 

what we wish ï within civilized limits ï 
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and above all, free to worship and to fol-

low the Christ, who by His sacrifice and 

death on the Cross, won for the whole 

world redemption and the hope of Godôs 

kingdom of peace, and joy, love and happi-

ness.  In that suffering, obedience and sac-

rifice all human hopes and ideals are 

summed up.  As far as we can place our 

hope, our confidence and trust in God, we 

gain inward peace; if all nations of human-

ity would do the same, there could be not 

only outward peace on Earth but a sharing 

of inward peace also. 

 

An Act of Commitment 

Lord God our Father 

We pledge ourselves 

To serve you and all humanity in the 

cause of peace, 

For the relief  of want and suffering, and 

for the praise of your name. 

Guide us by your Spirit; give us wisdom, 

give us courage; 

Give us hope; and keep us faithful now 

and always. 

AMEN 

 

Yours sincerely 

John W Binny 

From the Vicarage Window. Cont. 

Remembrance Sunday this year is 13th November and we shall re-

member and give thanks for all who have given their lives in warfare, not 

forgetting those who still suffer and who have lost loved ones.  A Service 

of Remembrance  is being arranged by Pentyrch Community Council to 

be conducted by the Vicar at the War memorial near the former Horeb 

Chapel in Pentyrch beginning at 3.00 pm on Sunday 13th November.  

Everyone is very welcome to come along. 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

A bereavement has caused great sadness at the vicarage.  

 
Earlier this year Judyôs sister died. After a long illness, Judyôs brother died peacefully 

on 10th October 2005. To Judy, John, their children, Judyôs parents and her brotherôs 

wife, we extend our heartfelt condolences and prayers. 

CONFIRMATION  
Three adults and five young people are being prepared for Confirmation during the 

Eucharist at a Service for parishes in the Llandaff Deanery at 6.30 pm on Sunday 20th 

November in Llandaff Cathedral. This is a very big day for those being confirmed and 

their families, but also for our parish and we hope that they will be supported by the 

prayers of everyone in our churches and by the presence of as many as possible in the 

Cathedral at the service.  As well as being confirmed the candidates will receive Holy 

Communion for the first time in the service. 
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Harvest Thanksgiving Services began on the 

last Sunday in September in St Catwgôs 

Church with an 8.00 am Eucharist on the 

fourth Sunday of the month as usual.  A lar-

ger congregation gathered for the 9.00 am 

Family Eucharist when members of the con-

gregation presented gifts at the altar and the 

Vicar gave an address on the theme of           

ñ The dependability of Godò as shown in His 

creation and all that He provides for us, for 

which we must be thankful.  After service 

refreshments continued the fellowship al-

ready enjoyed in the Church.   

Choral Evensong in St Catwgôs 

brought a very fitting end to 

the day and included an introit 

sung by the Choir and an      

anthem by J S Bach ï ñFlocks 

in Pastures Green Abidingò 

from Cantata 208.  The special 

Preacher at Evensong was Rev. Canon 

Neville Jones, former Vicar of Laleston and 

Llanishen, who needs no introduction to the 

parish because of his ministry here during 

the interregnum in 2002 ï 2003.  Canon and 

Mrs Jones had a warm welcome back.   

A week later, on the first Sunday in October 

a Family Harvest Festival Service was held 

in the Parish Hall Creigiau, arranged by the 

Worship Committee with members of the 

congregation of all ages taking part in the 

service.  The theme of the service this year 

was the Harvest of the Sea and the hall was 

decorated with different kinds of fish in the 

waves around the walls of the hall, and a 

fishing boat with net and oars on the stage.  

The address was given by the Vicar who 

spoke about the Harvest of the Sea and how 

it links in with other aspects of the Harvest 

for which we must be thankful.  The Vicar 

introduced his singing fish, practising its 

ñscalesò for those who werenôt there to enjoy 

it! (Can it get worse?) Young people and 

adults led the prayers which were posted 

on the special ñPrayer Boardò in the hall 

and the readings and the music group ac-

companied the hymns and songs which, 

with appropriate actions, were sung with 

great gusto and joy.  We also, of course re-

membered and thanked God for the harvest 

of the land and industry, remembering 

those less fortunate than ourselves.  During 

the service several harvest gifts were of-

fered at the Harvest Table.  It was good to 

see how a large congregation of 

people of all ages, including a 

number of families, filled the hall, 

and enjoyed the after-service fel-

lowship. 

St Davidôs Groesfaen celebrated 

Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 

9th October.  The early Eucharist 

was held at 8.00 am and a larger number of 

people gathered for the Family Eucharist at 

10.30 am when Harvest Gifts were pre-

sented at the altar.  This latter service was 

taken by Canon Jack Buttimore assisted by 

the Vicar and in his address Canon Butti-

more reminded us of the importance of 

thanksgiving.  

Members of St Catwgôs choir led the sing-

ing during Choral Evensong and sang an 

introit and an anthem ñFairest Lord Jesusò 

arranged by Martin Howe.  The preacher 

was the Rev. Stewart Lisk, Vicar of 

Glanely and Area Dean of Llandaff, who 

had preached in St Davidôs whilst prepar-

ing for ordination.  The fellowship was ex-

tended with a drink at the end of the ser-

vice. 

 Many people remarked on how beautiful 

the churches looked.   

A report on Capel Llanilltern Harvest will 

come next month. 

Thanksgiving for the Harvest 
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A big ñThank Youò to all involved in the Harvest celebrations, including: 

The caterers at the Harvest supper and after the services; 

Ruth Davies and her group of Beavering youngsters for their decorating of the 

Parish Hall, so admired and appreciated by the supper attenders and the worship-

pers alike; 

St Catwgôs Choir and the churchesô organists; 

The Worship Committee, and  the band under Sue Dodd; 

All those who distributed food to those in poor health; 

Andrew Davies for his PowerPoint presentation at the Family 

Service; 

To all those who came, worshipped, ate the food and contributed in other ways 

to make our gatherings so special. 

BREAD 

Be gentle 

When you touch bread 

Let it not lie uncared for, 

Unwanted. 

So often bread 

Is taken for granted. 

There is no such 

beauty 

In bread: 

Beauty of sun and soil, 

Beauty of patient toil. 

Wind and rain have caressed it. 

Christ often blessed it. 

Be gentle 

When you touch bread. 

 

(Anon) 

From Rev. Canon Neville Jones 

 

 

THE HARVEST SUPPER 

 
The Pentyrch Parish Harvest Supper 

was held on Saturday 1st October in 

the Parish Hall which looked splen-

did, with vases of flowers on all the 

tables, decorations from the Beavers, 

and bowls of food stimulating our 

senses. At the appointed hour the hall 

filled with folk ready to enjoy the de-

licious food, washed down by a vari-

ety of liquid refreshment in very good 

company.  First courses and the large 

variety of sweets were all very much 

enjoyed.  To add to the friendship and 

fellowship of the evening copies of a 

quiz were distributed around the ta-

bles for people to identify famous 

faces and film titles often in consulta-

tion with each other, whilst partaking 

of the food.  After everyone had 

eaten, the fun continued with Andrew 

and Sue Dodd introducing the musical 

round of the quiz testing our knowl-

edge of spotting themes and other mu-

sic and then finally the General 

Knowledge round.  Thank you An-

drew and Sue.  A raffle draw con-

cluded the evening and before everyone 

went home, having had a very enjoyable 

evening, the Vicar expressed the thanks of 

all present to everyone who had worked so 

hard.  Though primarily a social occasion 

the Harvest Supper did raise over £297 to 

date for Church Hall Restoration Funds. 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 2004 

 

As previously reported Pentyrch Parochial Church Council has voted to use the 2004 

Church in Wales rite for the Holy Eucharist for a trial period in the Parish of Pentyrch 

from Advent Sunday, 27th November 2005 to Pentecost (Whitsunday) 2006. 

A sub-Committee, appointed by the Parochial Church Council and representing St 

Catwgôs and St Davidôs, has been meeting and working hard to draw up a form of ser-

vice which, it is hoped, will be acceptable to all people, using resources supplied by the 

Church in Wales, and we are grateful to the members of this committee 

who have been reporting back to the Parochial Church Council. 

Naturally there are differences from the 1984 service currently in use 

but also a number of similarities including the structure and the service 

should soon be familiar to all worshippers.  Many parishes in Wales 

are now using the new service each Sunday and it is also used on di-

ocesan occasions.  Our Sub-Committee has aimed to be sensitive to the 

needs and traditions and feelings of all people in its compilation of the 

service from the options available within the set structure of the service and will be 

keeping the service in review during the trial period, and would be glad to have observa-

tions over the months.  If you have any comments or observations please let the Vicar 

know. 

 

DEANERY EUCHARIST 

 

A further reminder of the Deanery Eucharist for all parishes in the Deanery to be held at 

7.30 on Wednesday, 30th November, St Andrewôs Day, in the Church of the Resurrec-

tion, Glanely, Cardiff.  The preacher will be the former Principal of Bishop Tucker Col-

lege, Uganda.  Following the service there will be a Bring and Share Supper in the 

Church Hall, offering a chance to meet up with Church people from other parishes 

nearby.  Let us hope that our churches will be well represented on that evening.  If you 

would like to go, please contact the Vicar as soon as possible in order that transport 

could, perhaps, be co-ordinated. 

IN GRATITUDE 

 

Earlier this year Mrs Patricia Dickens-Edwards died in a Nursing Home in Penarth.  She 

was the daughter of a former Vicar of Pentyrch, the Rev. Wilford Lewis and Mrs Lewis.  

Following services in St Davidôs, Groesfaen and the Crematorium, her ashes were in-

terred in a family grave in St Davidôs Churchyard where her parents are buried.  Mrs 

Dickens-Edwards has kindly remembered the Parish of Pentyrch and left a large sum of 

money in her will for St Catwgôs, Pentyrch and for St Davidôs, Groesfaen for which we 

are most grateful and appreciative.   

 

In addition to the above, Mr Roy Davies of Capel Llanilltern Church, a friend of Mrs 

Dickens-Edwards, has made an extremely generous donation to Capel Llanilltern 

Church in her memory, part of which is for the upgrading of the heating and lighting in 

the Church and putting the electrics in good order.  We are extremely grateful to Mr Da-

vies for his very kind gift which is greatly appreciated by everyone in the family of 

Capel Llanilltern Church. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

Holy Baptism    óGrafted into the Body of Christô 

 

St Davidôs Groesfaen    
 

September 25th    JAC KIAN COTTRELL 

 

October 2nd     SOPHIE ELIZABETH PETERSEN   

 

       CHLOE ANNE NASH  

  

 

Funerals     óMay they rest in peaceô 

 

September 20th    LEWIS PERRIAN WILLIAMS (Burial of  

  Ashes) 

 

September 26th   HILDA JOAN HARIS 

 

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our sympathy and prayers 

are for their loved ones. 

Joan Harris was originally from Capel Llanilltern, the resting place of her ashes but 

she came to live in Pentyrch where she was a faithful communicant  member of St 

Catwgôs, worshiping on Wednesday mornings at the Eucharist and also on Sundays.  

She had a simple, profound faith, which with her Church, was important to her.  Joan 

worked hard in her life, including many years in Thomas & Evans in Taffs Well.  She 

was well known in our Parish and was involved in Groups and organisations in     

Pentyrch and made many friends.  Joan commended her Church and her Faith by her 

life, her warmth, ready smile, good humour and friendship, and by the many kind-

nesses she did for others.  We have received donations for St Catwgôs in Joanôs mem-

ory in lieu of flowers for which we are grateful. 

 

EVENSONG 

Please note that because of the Diocesan Celebration ï ñEnter the Mysteryò at the 

Cardiff International Arena on November 13th and the Confirmation Service at Llan-

daff Cathedral on the 20th November, there will be no Evensong in St Catwgôs on 

those Sundays. 

THANKS 

We are extremely grateful to Mrs Brenda Jenkins of St Catwgôs Church, for the very 

kind gift of a strimmer for use in the Churchyard. 
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PROGRESS REPORT NO. 2 

RENOVATION OF PARISH HALL CREIGIAU  

 

In the last few weeks, steady progress has been made: the weather has been reasonably 

favourable, which has helped with the external works, making the building wind and 

weather-tight.  By the end of October 2005, it is expected that work to the outside of the 

building will be complete for the winter.   

 

Work of the two committees is ongoing with the ñFabricò committee overseeing the 

spending of monies with various contractors and local tradespersons and the 

ñFundraisingò committee continuing the work of raising money through local events 

and securing grants. 

 

Bricknell Conservation, a specialist in repair and renovation works on listed and church 

buildings, is undertaking the external works.  The roof repairs include replacing slipped 

and displaced tiles/slates, repair of the cracked lead-work to the ñvalleysò of the roof to 

prevent ingress of water.  A replacement finial is to be fitted to the top of the roof to 

keep out the rain and to help ventilation of the upper roof-space.  The original was 

blown off and lost.   

 

The rendering repair work is complete, which involved the hacking off of loose render 

and replacing it with hydraulic or lime putty plaster/render.  This was the original mate-

rial used on the building: it has the property of breathing and allowing the moisture to 

move slowly through it as well as being flexible, allowing the building to move with 

temperature change.  Modern plasters are rigid and relatively impervious, the difference 

between old and new rendering can be explained as the wearing of a waterproof rain-

coat, which holds the moisture in/out (modern plaster) and a thick overcoat, which be-

comes wet and dries out slowly (old plaster).  This example demonstrates the different 

techniques used in conservation work on old buildings.  The rendering cost approxi-

mately £13,000 (the scaffolding work was a significant element).  The lime mortar ren-

dering repairs have been treated with lime-wash in an attempt to unify the finish before 

the application of modern masonry paints.  Consideration was given to the use of lime-

wash for the whole building, but was not thought to be appropriate, because, in previ-

ous times, it had been painted with modern paints and the lime-wash would not adhere 

properly.  These are some examples of the need for conservation advice and guidance, 

to ensure value for money commensurate with securing the building for the future. 

 

A start has been made on internal works.  Total rewiring has already been undertaken.  

Initial examination of the woodwork has indicated wet rot and woodworm infestation 

(at first thought to be dry rot).  Arrangements are being made to treat the woodwork of 

the stage and hall floor, hopefully at half-term, at the end of October, at an approximate 

cost of £3,000. 

 

Decisions have to be made as the work proceeds on how much money needs to be 

spent; this is an ongoing balancing act between what is desirable and what is absolutely 

necessary.  Quotations are being obtained for all the internal work, i.e. plastering, paint-
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decorating and flooring to assist with grant aid applications.  Consideration is being 

given, at the present time, to apply for the necessary permissions to provide a dis-

abled access ramp, this will hopefully proceed in the early part of next year.  Work is 

currently being arranged to convert the ladies wc to a ladies/disabled wc.  The Fund-

raising committee is actively preparing a submission to the Welsh Assembly Govern-

ment for grant aid and letters of support have been obtained from the Hall Users, the 

Assembly Member John Owen Jones, our MP Kim Howells, our Councillors Carole 

Willis and Delme Bowen and many others and we are hopeful about the outcome. 

 

Much work is going on behind the scenes to help with the objective of continuing to 

provide the parish with a hall that is essential to the community. 

Stewart MacKay 

Parish Hall cont. 

News of our local singers. 
 

Those of you who have been following Elizabeth Toyeôs 

career may well know that she was placed second in the 

prestigious Morriston Orpheus Choirôs Young Singer of the Year competition. 

You will be able to hear Elizabeth sing in the Christmas Carol Service of Llandaff Ca-

thedral Choral Society in the Cathedral on Saturday 17 December at 7.30 p.m. Entry to 

this service is free. 

On the same evening, 17th December, in St Davidôs Hall, the CLIC  Sargent Cancer 

Care for Children Welsh Hospitalsô Christmas Concert, will be held. This is an annual 

concert for the choirs of hospitals throughout south and mid Wales, and will include 

some 200 choristers, the Trumpeters of the Welsh Guards and the celebrated harpist, 

Catrin Finch. There is much local interest in this concert, as Creigiau Primary School 

Choir will fill this yearôs school slot; the choir includes Emily Davies who sings in    

St Catwgôs Choir. Additionally, four other members of the church choir, Margaret    

Pendlebury, Muriel Gough, Frances Simpson and Ceri Findlay sing with the Cardiff 

and Vale section of the mass choir, while John Gough has been working with that sec-

tion of the choir in teaching them the music. Tickets for this concert are available from 

St Davidôs Hall. 

Advent Carol Service 
 

This service of readings and music will be held in St Catwgôs Church on Sunday 27 

November at 6 p.m. This is always a very beautiful service in which we look towards 

the birth of Christ. The choir at St Catwgôs is already working hard in preparing music 

for this service. 

What do retirees call a long lunch?  Normal! 

What is the biggest gripe of retirees?  There is not enough time to get everything done. 
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Work on-going in St Catwgôs Church 

Any day now, the contractor will be in the 

church (and in St Davidôs) fitting a T-loop and 

amplification system that will help those with 

hearing difficulties and make listening more 

comfortable for those who think they have no 

hearing difficulties! The cost of these im-

provements is being met by bequests in mem-

ory of loved ones.   

Since early in the year the PCC has been ad-

dressing the issues raised by the Quinquennial 

Inspection in which the architect reviews the 

state of the building and its environs. It is, 

perhaps, time to give you an update on pro-

gress and some indication of changes ex-

pected in the immediate future. 

On the day that I am writing this, (12 Octo-

ber) an electrician is in the church making the 

electricity supply safe, because a survey 

showed that there was a need for immediate 

action to meet current (no pun intended!) leg-

islation and to isolate and earth much of the 

supply. 

A roofer has been making good loose tiles, 

repairing guttering and other matters. This 

work may take some time yet as he has to re-

source cast guttering that broke when a ridge 

tile slithered down the roof, breaking the gut-

tering. He will find a replacement for that 

ridge tile and secure others that are loose. 

The Celtic Cross on the lych gate is rotting 

away, and we hope to be able to replace that: 

similarly one of the Celtic crosses on the 

church was lost in a storm some years ago, 

and we are hoping that that can be replaced. 

Loose tiles in the chancel and worn tiles in the 

church room have been replaced or secured. 

Specialists from Bristol have inspected the 

lightning conductor and agreed that it can ful-

fil its function, but they will have to return 

soon to add a clamp.  

Discussions are underway with the architect 

on meeting current legislation for  disabled 

access to the church and for disabled toilets. 

For the former, the paved area outside the 

west porch will have to be raised some eight 

inches to give level access to the church, 

the pathway subsequently raised and a se-

ries of platforms installed. It is also hoped 

to install lighting suitable to a Victorian 

church along the pathway. For the latter, 

plans have been drawn up to extend the 

church room into the former boiler house 

space (it is a dreadful mess at the moment), 

so that changes can be made to the toilets 

to accommodate a toilet suitable for those 

with a disability: it would also mean that 

more space could then be found in the 

church room, by clearing it of cupboards. 

The path to the church room will also have 

to meet standards of access for those with a 

disability. 

After a long wait, it is expected that the 

County Council will give permission for 

the boundary wall to be repaired: it is, at 

the moment in a dangerous condition. A 

faculty for repair has been granted, Cadw 

has agreed, a contractor found, but plan-

ning permission was deemed necessary. By 

chance I saw the man from the council in-

specting the wall, and he assured me that 

he would not be long in making his report 

and, hopefully, the repair can get under-

way.  

John Gough 

Funnies from Church magazines: 

 Eight new choir robes are currently 

needed due to the addition of several new 

members and to the deterioration of 

some older ones. 

 Please place your donation in the       

envelope along with the deceased person 

you want remembered. 

 At the evening service tonight, the 

sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?" 

Come early and listen to our choir prac-

tice. 

 The Rector will preach his farewell 

message after which the choir will sing: 

"Break Forth Into Joy." 
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ST DAVIDôS CHURCHYARD 

 

Many of you have commented favourably 

on the improvement in the state of the 

churchyard at St Davidôs Church this sea-

son.  The grass has been cut on a regular 

basis, dangerous trees have been removed 

and paths and hedges have been kept trim 

in order to make the churchyard a fitting 

setting for families to visit the resting place 

of their loved ones. 

 

However, our new contractor, who cuts the 

grass, has mentioned how difficult it is to 

mow in certain areas and this leads us to a 

gentle and respectful reminder to all who 

have graves or tablets in the churchyard 

that there are certain requirements which 

have to be complied with according to the 

regulations of the Church in Wales dated 

May 2005 (a copy of which can be found 

in the Church porch).  These stipulate that 

there should be no planting of flowers or 

shrubs on the graves themselves, and that 

the only permanent vases used should be 

those incorporated in the headstones. 

 

In the case of the area set aside for         cre-

mated remains, tablets are now required to 

be of the sizes stipulated in the above-

mentioned regulations, and again the only 

permanent vases used should be the ones 

incorporated into the tablets themselves.  

Also it would be appreciated if as few pot 

plants, vases and sprays as possible are 

placed on the grass adjacent to the tablets, 

in order to facilitate mowing, and to prevent 

the area appearing unkempt. 

 

Thank you for taking the trouble to read this 

article ï families with loved-ones interred in 

the churchyard, please be assured that this 

article is written sympathetically and after 

much thought, in order that our churchyards 

should continue to be places of comfort and 

solace for those who come to remember, 

and it is not intended to be a criticism of 

any individual resting place. 

 

Should you wish to discuss this matter fur-

ther, please feel free to contact either the 

Vicar or the Church Wardens. 

 

Thank you. 

Cynthia Dunn 

Day in the Bay 
 

On Sunday 25th September Beavers 

and Cubs from the 1st Creigiau Scout 

Group took part in an action packed 

"Day in the Bay", part of the build up 

to the centenary of Scouting in 

2007.The day featured a whole host of activities from assault course, circus skills and 

montage challenge to the dizzy heights of crate climbing and racing across the water 

on a power boat.  In total 666 young people aged from 6 to 18 participated in the day's 

activities.  Mercifully the heavy downpours stopped when our Beavers and Cubs ar-

rived at Roald Dahl Plass and they went on to have a great day.  One of the highlights 

was when the Beavers managed to tow a Mini car with rope made from toilet  pa-

per!  The Creigiau Beavers featured in a photograph which was part of the Echo's cov-

erage of the event and the whole day showed the public that Scouting is alive and well 

in Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan. 

 

David Pendlebury, Group Scout Leader 12 

 



David Webb continues his journeys around the 

UK with a visit to  

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL 

(Mrs Webb appreciates David writing these      

articles, as she has the opportunity to see so 

many parts of Britain.) 

The small cathedral of Carlisle is set in a 

partly walled and gated close, with just 

the north side looking out onto one of the 

city centreôs main streets.  From the out-

side, the building shows signs of having 

been considerably knocked about and re-

built during its thousand yearsô existence 

ï without much thought for architectural 

integrity.  The transepts and nave are 

largely Norman.  In the quire and tower, 

though, the openings show various differ-

ent periods of gothic.  It is very clear that 

the nave has been shortened.  This oc-

curred in the Civil War, when puritan 

forces used stone from the already crum-

bling structure for repairing the castle.  

The ñnewò west end is left supported by a 

pair of heavy and incongruous buttresses.    
 

Entry is through the south transept.  So, 

once inside, we find ourselves at the 

crossing.  To our left, we can now see just 

how small the nave now is.  In fact, apart 

from housing the font, it no longer serves 

that role.  Rather, it has been turned 

round, with an altar at the western end, to 

serve as the chapel of the Kingôs Own 

Border Regiment.  What we can clearly 

see here, though, is what remains of the 

heavy cylindrical Norman pillars, with 

their tiers of round arches. 
 

Passing through the screen, we could be 

in a different church.  Indeed, for practical 

purposes, that is what it is.  The western 

part of the quire has been re-ordered with 

modern rush-seated chairs to provide seat-

ing for a relatively small congregation.  

The earlier furnishings here ï some dating 

rom the fifteenth century - are of richly 

carved dark wood, forming stalls for dioce-

san dignitaries and the choir.  The Bishop is 

assigned a stall backing onto the pulpitum 

as well as his throne further to the east.  In 

contrast to the Norman of the nave, the ar-

cade here has gothic arches ï the triforium 

and clerestory are clearly of the decorated 

period. 
 

The quire ceiling is a glorious barrel vault, 

painted a vivid blue with golden stars, col-

oured bosses and bordered by carved fig-

ures of angels.  The canonsô stalls display a 

variety of expertly carved misericords rang-

ing through human figures, beasts, foliage, 

and stylised flowers.   
 

The dark wooden pulpit, opposite the 

bishopôs throne, is an unusual one.  Classi-

cal in style and with carved figures of the 

four evangelists, it was made in 1559 for a 

church in Antwerp.  It has been in Carlisle 

only since 1970, when it was purchased and 

installed in memory of a long-serving Dean.  

Adjacent, the carved Salkeld Screen forms 

part of the partition between quire and north 

aisle.  Presented to the cathedral by its first 

Dean in around 1540, it is a masterpiece of 

renaissance woodwork, surmounted by the 

arms of King Henry VIII. 
 

As we move to the eastern end of the quire, 

its arcading becomes more open and we can 

see through to the vaulted aisles with their 

Early English lancet windows.  Those on 

the north side are clear.  Some on the south 

side have coloured glass but with suffi-

ciently broad borders to let the light 
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through. 
 

The high altar is surmounted by a gilded bal-

dachino, designed in the 1930s by Sir Charles 

Nicholson ï who also served as Cathedral Ar-

chitect at Llandaff until his death in 1949.  

The gilding, with its rich red background is 

carried through to the eye-catching design of 

inter-twined branches and leaves on the rere-

dos. 
 

The fourteenth century east window has ex-

ceptional decorated tracery.  Sweeping curves 

divide the top section into a multitude of indi-

vidual lights ï many of which still contain 

their original glass.  Glazing in the main part 

of the window dates from the mid-nineteenth 

century and depicts scenes from the life of 

Christ.  
 

A particular feature of Carlisle Cathedral ï 

which could be easily overlooked on a rushed 

visit ï is found in both the north and south 

quire aisles.  Here the wooden backs of the 

stalls display mediaeval paintings, which 

were covered with whitewash until re-

stored in the 1930s.  Variously, they de-

pict the lives of St. Cuthbert, St. 

Augustine and St. Antony and also have 

figures of the twelve Apostles. 
 

Returning to the nave, we find a shallow 

north transept housing St Wilfredôs 

Chapel, which is used for the daily 

eucharist.  The great treasure here is the 

Brougham triptych.  Like the pulpit, it 

has its origins in sixteenth century Ant-

werp.  Carved with scenes from through-

out the life of Christ, it is dominated by 

the crucifixion.  The screen was acquired 

from the continent by the nineteenth cen-

tury Lord Chancellor Brougham, who 

presented it to the Westmorland parish 

whose name he shared.  It was restored 

and brought to the cathedral only some 

thirty years ago. 
 

 

I stayed for a few days during August at the small caravan site in Taunton run by this eld-

erly gentleman alongside his landscaping business. He was a church warden for 25 years 

and undertakes many repairs in the villageôs beautiful church. (ñFaculties? We just get on 

with it!ò) He also contributes to the parish magazine, so we exchanged magazines. When I 

received this letter, I began to wonder how far our magazine goes. I have sent copies to 

Paris. At St Davidôs harvest a Cowbridge lady told me she looks forward to receiving it. 

Does it go anywhere else? Let me know. JG 
14 



RAF ST ATHAN VOLUNTARY BRASS BAND  Cynthia Dunn 

 

The evening of Saturday 17 September 2005 saw the Village Hall in Pentyrch filled with 

an enthusiastic audience, and the rafters resound to the inimitable sound of the RAF St 

Athan Voluntary Brass Band, fresh from their recent triumph at the Na-

tional Eisteddfod.  If possible, this second visit from the Band to our 

parish was even more enjoyable than the first, and the loud applause 

they received was a fitting tribute to their talent and an enormous and 

heart-felt ñthank-youò for the giving of their time once again to help 

fund-raise for the restoration of the Parish Hall in Creigiau.  A raffle was 

held in the course of the evening, and in all the net sum of £400.25 was 

raised.  Thank you to everyone who supported this 

event by printing and buying tickets, by helping 

with arrangements on the evening itself, by donating raffle prizes 

and by providing refreshments both for the audience and for the 

performers (the latter all expressed their appreciation of the fine 

fare set out for them in the ante room). 

 

Special thanks must go to the conductor of the band, Alan Bourne, 

who had put together a programme of great variety which showed off the bandôs talents 

to the full, and which ensured that there was something to suit every taste, and to       

Pentyrch resident Keith Davies (an old friend of, and one-time fellow music student 

with, Alan Bourne) who kindly offered his considerable services and delighted everyone 

with his songs. 

 

 

MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS 

There will be no need to remind everyone who was pre-

sent of the wonderful evening of Music and Song ar-

ranged by Paul and Alwyn Gyton of St Davidôs Church 

and featuring members of the Welsh National Opera 

Company and friends.  As many of you will know we are having another such evening 

with a Christmas flavour on Sunday 11th December at 7.30 pm in the Church Hall 

Creigiau.  Tickets are £10 each and are likely to be in heavy demand.  Admission is by 

ticket only.  Refreshments will be available during the evening and there will be a raf-

fle.  Proceeds are for the Church Hall Fund.  Thank you, Paul and Alwyn we are ea-

gerly looking forward to a treat, and to welcoming our friends back again.  All wishing 

to be in the audience should please get your tickets as soon as possible ï donôt delay! 

 

AUTUMN FAYRE 
At the time of writing, preparations are well under way for the Autumn Fayre in the Par-

ish Church Hall, Creigiau at 2.00 pm on Saturday 5th November, with a raffle, refresh-

ments and lots of stalls.  Admission is 50p and proceeds are in aid of the Hall Restora-

tion Fund.  Help and contributions for stalls appreciated.  We hope for a good response! 
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St Catwgôs Gift Day 
 

You will have noticed that we are not having an Autumn Fayre in Pentyrch this year. 

Why? Largely because we have failed to attract the villagers of Pentyrch into the 

Village Hall to buy our superb range of goods, and most of the sales have been 

largely to those manning the stalls, who also, of course, prepared the foods, made 

the crafts, collected the books, scrounged the raffle prizes and so on. The PCC felt 

that with the quality and quantity of goods on display, we should have doubled our 

takings, and it is a little disheartening if you have spent hours, often over a number 

of weeks and months, preparing for the Fayre, to find very few people passing 

through the doors. We also acknowledge that in Pentyrch in the weeks throughout 

November and December there are similar events taking place in the Village Hall. 

  

So, this year we have decide to experiment with a GIFT DAY, in which the Fayre 

stall holders and helpers, together, it is hoped, with other members of the congrega-

tion, will make a monetary gift-offering to the church, but GIFT AIDING it as well 

to increase the amount by 28%! That means that £10 becomes £12.80, £20 becomes 

£25.60, £50 becomes £64, £70 becomes £89.60 and £100 becomes £128!  All for 

telling the taxman that you want him to give the church the tax you have already 

paid him! (You can [should?], of course, do that with your normal giving.) 

 

This gift day will take place on Sunday 20th November at the Family Eucharist. En-

velopes will be available, and to gift aid any offering, just add your name and ad-

dress and sign that you are a taxpayer. If you are not a taxpayer and your spouse is, 

let your spouse make the contribution. Why should the taxman have it when he is 

offering us the extra 28% ? 

So donôt forget the date: Sunday 20 November. If you are away or ill, then give it 

when you come back or when you get better! Easy! 

 

PS There is an Autumn Fayre in the Parish, at the Parish Hall in Creigiau. 

This is a Parish event, so please make an effort to support it, even  with a stall if you 

wish. 

 

John Gough 

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING 

Donôt forget the November Good News Coffee Morning on the third Saturday of the 

month, i.e. 19th November from 10.00 am until 12.00 noon in the Church 

Hall, Creigiau including a raffle.  This is an excellent opportunity to enjoy 

good company and some light refreshments.  We are grateful to all who 

arrange and cater for these Coffee Mornings, which raise money for our 

Church Hall Restoration Fund.  At the September Coffee morning, Fair-

Trade products were used and information about FairTrade was available ï article in 

last monthôs magazine. 
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Many of you count Thomas Hardy amongst your favourite authors, and the adapta-

tions of his books for the small and large screen make for good viewing.  Hardyôs 

works almost always have the church, and/or church characters central to the action. 

Much of his poetry has a religious theme. Madeleine Webb made a particular study of 

Thomas Hardy for her Masterôs degree. I asked her to write an article about Hardy 

and his attitude to religion. JG 

Thomas Hardy: The agnostic 

church-goer 
by Madeleine Webb 

 

Thomas Hardy wrote 14 novels (including 

classics such as ñTess of the DôUrber-

villesò, ñFar from the Madding Crowdò 

and ñThe Mayor of Casterbridgeò), numer-

ous short stories and over 900 poems. He 

had a curious relationship with the church. 

 

Hardy was a life-long church-goer. He 

grew up in the tradition of church music. 

He and his father played fiddle in the 

Stinsford church choir (a choir, in Hardyôs 

time, being musicians, which might or 

might not include singers). He was a Sun-

day School teacher and once considered 

the priesthood as a profession, but eventu-

ally turned to architecture. During his 20 

years as an architect, before he was able to 

make a living from his writing, he carried 

out restoration work on churches. In fact, it 

was while carrying out work at St Juliotôs 

church in Cornwall that he met his first 

wife, Emma, who was the rectorôs sister-in

-law. Throughout his long life (he lived to 

be 87) he was influenced by his experience 

of church. In his works he quoted exten-

sively from the Bible. 

 

Yet, despite all this, he declared himself to 

be an agnostic by the age of thirty. There 

were a number of reasons for this. Like 

many Victorians, Hardy had been deeply 

disturbed by the views of Charles Darwin 

(whom Hardy had met) in ñOrigin of Spe-

ciesò (1859) and ñThe Descent of 

Manò (1871). The idea that life had de-

veloped from simple life forms, of which 

certain ones had survived through natural 

selection ï ósurvival of the fittestô ï 

seemed to fly in the face of established 

religious beliefs about the special nature 

of human beings as Godôs creation in the 

universe. It also called into question 

ideas of freewill.  If human beings were 

merely a development of early life 

forms, did they have freewill or did their 

actions merely result from instinct and 

environment? Were notions of a purpose-

ful universe comforting, but ultimately 

fanciful? Hardy read eclectically, espe-

cially philosophical works, such as Au-

guste Comte and Thomas Huxley, both 

of whom stated that they could find no 

proven evidence of a benevolent deity. 

Hardy could not shake off the doubts. In 

his diary for 29 January 1890 he declared 

ñI have been looking for God 50 years, 

and I think that if he had existed I should 

have discovered himò.  

 

His poems and novels reflect his grow-

ing agnosticism; the view that no matter 

what men or women do or plan, it ulti-

mately comes down to ófateô. This ófateô 

he saw as neither good nor bad, but 

frighteningly random. In his poem ñThe 

Convergence of the Twainò about the Ti-

tanic disaster Hardy describes the ice-

berg and the Titanic as being ñbent by 

paths coincident of being anon twin 

halves of one august eventò. In another 

poem, ñHapò, Hardy claims he could ac-

cept a vengeful god more readily than he 
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could accept randomness: 

  

ñIf but some vengeful god would call to 

me 

From up the sky, and laugh: óThou suf-

fering thing 

Know that thy sorrow is my ecstasy, 

That thy loveôs loss is my hateôs profit-

ing!ô 

Then would I bear it é 

But not so é 

 - Crass Casualtyò. 

 

However, Hardy continued to attend 

church; he loved the chanting of the 

psalms, and the beauty of the Bibleôs lan-

guage. It seems that some kind of spiri-

tual hunger stayed with him. This is cer-

tainly the feeling that I get on reading his 

poem ñThe Oxenò written during the 

dark days of World War I : 

 

ñChristmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.  

óNow they are all on their kneesô, 

An elder said as we sat in a flock 

By the embers in hearthside ease. 

 

We pictured the meek mild creatures 

where 

They dwelt in their strawy pen, 

Nor did it occur to one of us there 

To doubt they were kneeling then. 

 

So fair a fancy few would weave 

In these years! Yet, I feel, 

If someone said on Christmas Eve, 

óCome; see the oxen kneel, 

 

In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 

Our childhood used to knowô, 

I should go with him in the gloom, 

Hoping it might be so.ò 

 

 

It is interesting, too, that at least one of 

Hardyôs poems hints at an after-life. ñLogs 

on the Hearthò written following the death 

of his sister Mary (the ñlogsò being logs 

made from a tree which he and Mary 

climbed as children) contains the following 

verse: 

 

ñMy fellow-climber rises dim 

From her chilly grave ï  

Just as she was, her foot near mine on the 

bending limb, 

Laughing, her young brown hand awaveò.  

 

 

So, what are we to make of Hardy? An ag-

nostic? A ódoubting Thomasô? Or was he 

simply someone ñHoping it might be soò? 

It's Smartie tube time again!  

 
One of these Sundays I will be at the back of St Catwgôs Church to give out Smartie 

tubes for the next year.  Before then there are still a few to be returned for this year.  The 

total for the year is over £600.  Over the years we have collected more than £8000.  I 

have managed to track down the old round tubes for next year (containing white Smar-

ties!), but this might be the last time.  The tubes are now hexagonal and although 20p 

coins will still fit they are not as long and will yield less cash.  I would like to say a big 

thank you to everyone who has supported me so faithfully over the years. The amount 

collected has been a very valuable contribution to the costs of running the church. 

 

Margaret Pendlebury 18 

Thomas Hardy cont. 


