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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH  

VICAR  

 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong  

 

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

Creigiau Church Hall  

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

 

       WEEKDAYS  

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

St. Catwgôs 10.30 am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 

10th of the month.       
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From the Vicarage Window 

The date 7/7 seems to have taken a place 

alongside 9/11 in the minds of many people 

as they are remembered for the terrorist out-

rages, with the bomb explosions in London 

continuing to be in the thoughts of people in 

that city as well as in the rest of the country.  

The fact that further attempts at detonating 

explosions in London a fortnight later seem 

to have failed has not lessened the tension 

amongst travellers and others in the city and 

elsewhere, as the increased   levels of police 

and security measures have testified in sub-

sequent weeks where people travel together, 

and at  public events which draw large 

crowds. 

 

At the time of the London bombings the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Cardinal 

Archbishop of Westminster, the Free 

Churchesô Moderator, the Chief Rabbi of 

Britain and the Commonwealth and the 

Chairman of the Council of Mosques and 

Imams met together to condemn the bomb-

ings and express their shared commitment 

to resist and overcome the evil of terrorism. 

 

The statement said, òIt is an evil that cannot 

be justified and that we utterly condemn and 

reject.  Our hearts go out to those who 

grieve, those who mourn and those who 

wait.ò 

The statement ended ñWe commend and 

embrace the continuing efforts to build a 

Britain in which different communities can 

flourish side by side on the basis of mutual 

respect and understanding.ò  They also paid 

tribute to the courage, commitment and sac-

rifice made by people of different faiths 

sixty years ago during the Second World 

War. 

 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

and the Muslim Council of Great Britain 

issued a joint statement condemning the 

bombings and pledging continued com-

mitment to the Christian Muslim rela-

tions. 

 

Can we hope that through the influence 

of all who long for peace and unity 

amongst all peoples, those who lend sup-

port to the fanatics might be encouraged 

to think again? 

 

Thanks to modern technology the pic-

tures of those caught up in the London 

explosions have reached directly to peo-

ples across the world.  Might this bring a 

change of heart if not amongst the fanat-

ics but at least among those who might 

otherwise be tempted to support them in 

the United Kingdom and overseas? 

 

As we pray for the victims of violence 

and terrorism in this and other lands and 

for their families, let us not forget those 

who since 7th July have become innocent 

victims of suspicion and prejudice in     

society.  We pray for healing and        

reconciliation and a greater understand-

ing amongst all people that all may move 

forward together as brothers and sisters. 

 

This year 2005 is sixty years since the 

end of the Second World War.  May 

those who have given their lives in war-

fare for the peace and freedom of others 

not have died in vain. 

 

John W Binny 
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HARVEST 2005 
 

A reminder and also update on the Harvest Thanksgiving Services, which will be as 

 follows: 

 

St. Catwgôs Pentyrch 

 

Sunday 25th September 

 

8.00 a.m.      Holy Eucharist 

9.00 a.m.      Family Eucharist 

6.00 p.m.      Choral Evensong and Sermon 

Preacher Rev. Canon Neville Jones, former Vicar of Llanishen and known to 

many in the parish from his ministry during the interregnum. 

 

The Church will be open from 9.00 a.m. on Saturday 24th September for decoration.   

Offers to help decorate would be very welcome ï also gifts of fruit, flowers, vegetables or 

money. 

 

 

Parish Hall, Creigiau 

 

Sunday 2nd October 10.30 a.m. ï Parish Family Service 

 

 

St. Davidôs Groesfaen 

 

Sunday 9th October 

 

8.00 a.m.                Holy Eucharist 

10.30 a.m.              Family Eucharist 

6.00 p.m.                Choral Evensong and Sermon 

Preacher Rev. Stewart Lisk, Vicar of Glan Ely and Area Dean of  

Llandaff. 

 

The Church will be open for preparation and decoration on Saturday 8th October at     

10.00 a.m.  Offers of help and gifts of flowers, fruit and vegetables will be very welcome. 

 

 

Capel Llanilltern  

 

Sunday 16th October 10.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Hymns 

 

EVERYONE VERY WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES!  
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

HOLY BAPTISM         óGrafted into the Body of Christô 

 

St. Catwgôs, Pentyrch 

 

26th June Lewis John Bishop 

7th August                  Chelsey Anne Taylor 

 

St. Davidôs, Groesfaen 

 

31st July                    Teia Louise Ramsden 

                                 Anneke Eleri Ramsden 

                                 Charlotte Anni Lloyd-Hawker 

 

St. Ellteyrnôs Capel Llanilltern 

 

7th August                 Alex Lewis John Carey 

 

Holy Matrimony                óThat They May Be Oneô 

 

St. Catwgôs, Pentyrch 

 

30th July                   Stuart David Campbell and Rachel Cosslett 

5th August                Adrian Moss and Delyth May Ann Jones 

12th August              James Michael Gough and Emma Bodel Baird 

 

St. Davidôs, Groesfaen 

9th July                     Stuart John Price and Victoria Louise Leeke 

26th July                   Harri Petteri Koivuniemi and Fiona Alexandra Hughes 

 

 

Funerals                            óThat They Rest In Peace 

 

27th June                  Ian Lauder Bethell 

                                Richard Morgan James (Burial of Ashes) 

                                Trevor Miles (Burial of Ashes) 

 

26th July                   Nicola Ann Hughes 

8th August                Stephan Lindsay Jones (In Worcester) 

12th August              Jean Taylor Morgan 

16th August              Joyce Beynon 

 

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our sympathy and prayers are 

for their loved ones. 
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We Remember é..  
IAN BETHELL  

 

Ian Bethellôs Church and Faith meant so much to him throughout his life, including 

his armed service.  In this parish he worshipped faithfully Sunday by Sunday as a 

communicant in St. Catwgôs with Mary his wife and together also at the Parish 

Church Hall. 

 

Ian enriched the lives of others in various ways including his work as a university 

lecturer in Cardiff and his interests, particularly music.  Ianôs family was very     

important to him and although scattered in Britain and abroad they are in other 

ways very close to the family home in Creigiau. 

 

Ian was always interested in and concerned for others rather than himself and had a 

warm smile and keen sense of humour.  His courage and determination, fortified by 

his deep Faith were an inspiration to so many who have reasons to be thankful for 

his life in various ways. 

 

 

JEAN MORGAN  

 

The importance of her Faith and her Church in the life of Jean Morgan was always 

evident, including her love for her family and her many friends, and in all she did 

in the service of others in the name of Jesus. 

 

Jean was a most faithful and regular communicant in Church together with Farrant 

her husband and her family, in Cardiff, at St. Lukeôs Church, Canton and at St. 

Davidôs, Groesfaen.  Family prayers were a feature of her home life and when ill 

health prevented her from attending church Jean valued receiving Holy             

Communion at home and always knew beforehand the reading for that week with 

Order of Service ready at the appropriate page.   

 

Jean had a love of Godôs Creation around her and loved to share her interests with 

others.  Her warmth and friendship, ready smile and keen sense of humour were 

very much a part of Jean.  In good and difficult times Jean had a deep trust and  

confidence in her Lord and Saviour and so many have reason to be thankful for the 

inspiration and strength she gave to others by her Faith and Witness. 

CONFIRMATION  

 

It is good to report that adults and young people are being prepared from our Parish 

for the Deanery Confirmation, which will take place on Sunday November 20th 2005. 

 

Please make a note of this date and time in order that we can support the candidates at 

the service.  More details will be given later. 
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PARISH  HALL WORSHIP  
 

A good congregation of all ages gathered in the Church Hall, Creigiau on the first 

Sunday in July for the Family Eucharist, thinking of the Christian symbol of the 

Fish, in the readings, address and prayers ï Jesus Christ, The Son of God, The     

Saviour. 

 

One of the readings was the Feeding of the Five Thousand and this linked in well 

with a picnic on a rather smaller scale which followed the Service, with participants 

enjoying good food and fellowship in beautiful weather outside the front of the hall. 

 

Many thanks to Andrew and Sue Dodd for organising the picnic and getting every-

one together. 

 

Despite a number of people being away in the holiday season a good congregation 

again attended the August Eucharist when we concentrated on the meaning of the 

Transfiguration of Jesus. 

 

Thank you to Andrew Davies for the very thoughtful and meaningful on-screen  

presentation during the worship, which helped to focus our thoughts in the service.  

We are also very grateful to all who prepare the hall, refreshments and cleared away  

afterwards, Sue Dodd for preparing the hymn sheets and also to the Worship Com-

mittee and the Music Group.  Any musicians wishing to join the group please con-

tact Mrs Sue Dodd. 

The Parish Hall Committee members are 

very encouraged by and grateful for sup-

port received from individuals, groups 

and bodies.  You can read in this maga-

zine of events that have been or will be 

held to raise funds for the Hall. 

 

We thank those who take the time and 

trouble to fill in applications forms for 

grants and are delighted to acknowledge 

with gratitude £2000 from All Churches 

Trust of the Ecclesiastical Insurance 

Group and £1500 from the Vale of     

Glamorgan Welsh Church Act Fund. 

 

Passers by will have noted that rendering 

of the hall is under way with work being 

carried out on the roof this summer, as it 

is of course essential to make sure the 

building is watertight. 

Parish Hall Restoration Appeal 

Lord, before you ever made us, you loved us. Nor has your love ever slackened, nor 

ever shall. In love all your works have begun, and in love they continue. In this love our 

life is everlasting, and in this love we shall see you and be glad forever.  Amen. (Julian 

of Norwich, 1342-1416) 
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PENTYRCH OPEN GARDENS 

Once again St. Catwgôs Church partici-

pated in Pentyrch Open Gardens but this 

year the involvement took on a rather 

special form. 

 

For the first time a Service of Praise was 

held in St. Catwgôs on Sunday July 3rd to 

praise and thank God for His Creation 

around us, prior to the Open Gardens 

Weekend. 

 

A large congregation including Open 

Gardens hosts and parishioners 

attended the Service of Praise 

and shared poems and Bible 

readings, prayers and hymns on 

the themes of gardens, creation 

and the beauty of Godôs world 

around us and its wonder, and 

how it shows Godôs love for 

each one of us. 

 

Included amongst the readers 

were those who were to open 

their gardens the following weekend and 

the hymns were sung heartily, led by the 

church choir.  Refreshments in the 

Church Room followed a very joyful and 

meaningful act of worship. 

 

There was continued activity in church 

and churchyard during the week as along 

with over thirty gardens in Pentyrch the 

final preparations were put into welcom-

ing the visitors during the event. 

 

Open Gardens Weekend was fine and 

warm and a very tidy churchyard deco-

rated with pot plants kindly lent by church 

members greeted visitors making their 

way to a brightly decorated porch into the 

church itself which was resplendent with 

several further floral displays which were 

carefully and colourfully arranged.  Also 

on show were the vestments, together 

with church silver and old records and 

registers in which there was much inter-

est.  Organ and recorded music and art-

work by parishioners enhanced the peace-

ful and worshipful atmosphere. 

 

Having viewed the church our 

visitors were able to enjoy       

refreshment in the Church 

Room.  A quiz was also avail-

able. 

 

A glance at the Church Visitors 

Book which many people from 

far and wide signed, showed 

comments on how they appreci-

ated the welcome they received and how 

impressed they were with the splendid   

appearance of a living, worshipping build-

ing. 

 

Our thanks to all who contributed in any 

way to the success of St. Catwgôs involve-

ment in The Open Gardens Committee, 

the Church Choir, John Gough the Organ-

ist and Choirmaster who produced the Or-

der of Service and Sue and Andrew Dodd 

who arranged the quiz and rotas for the 

caterers and welcomers during the week-

end.  

Oh dear... 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at  some-
one who is hard to love. Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care much about 
you. 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
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The band cometh again! 

The audience 

i n  t h e         

E i s t e d d f o d 

P a v i l i o n , 

viewers of 

S4C Televi-

sion and also 

listeners to 

BBC Radio 

Cymru (including the Vicar driving 

home from baptisms in St. Davidôs) 

heard the programme given by the 

Royal Air Force St. Athan Voluntary 

Band win first prize in the National 

Eisteddfod of 2005.   

 

This achievement is just one of      

numerous successes in other Eistedd-

fodau as well as in competitions in 

different parts of Great Britain ï a 

testimony to the high standards and 

versatility of the Band, which a full 

hall in Pentyrch witnessed in April 

2004 in a thrilling concert which 

demonstrated the professionalism of 

the band as a whole and its individual 

players, some of whom have also 

won prizes for their own contribu-

tions to the competition pieces, as has 

the Conductor. 

 

The competitions are just one part of 

the life of the Band.  As well as playing for 

ceremonial, civic and military occasions 

the Band also aims to bring pleasure and 

enjoyments to the wider community, sup-

porting over eighty engagements each year.  

The Band plays the National Anthems at 

the Welsh Football Teamôs home games at 

the Millennium Stadium and Garden Par-

ties, Fetes, Carnivals, Weddings and Con-

certs are just some of the events the Band 

supports helping to raise money for chari-

table and good causes.  And so once again 

we are delighted that the Band has agreed 

to support the Parish Hall Restoration Ap-

peal.  The concert takes place at 7.30 p.m. 

on Saturday 17th September in the Village 

Hall, Pentyrch.  Tickets are £6 and £4 con-

cessions and are available from Church  

Officers or the Vicarage ï 029 20890318.  

There will be a raffle drawn during the 

evening. 

 

Please support this 

event and encour-

age others to come 

to what is sure to be 

an enjoyable eve-

ning with a wide 

variety of music. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL EVENING BY MEMBERS OF THE 

WELSH NATIONAL OPERA COMPANY AND FRIENDS.  

 
Sunday 11th December at 7.30 p.m. in the Church 

Hall.  Please book this date in your diaries now.  Fur-

ther details will be given nearer the time of what 

promises to be a thrilling evening. 
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SCHOOLS IN THE PARISH  

 

July each year is a month of mixed emotions in schools as youngsters look forward to 

the holidays but also, in some cases, say farewell to teachers and fellow pupils as they 

are leaving school. 

 

At the end of the Summer Term it was my privilege to be invited to the Leaverôs As-

semblies in Pentyrch and Creigiau Schools and to share with members of staff and 

pupils the thoughts and reflections (often humorous and ingenious) of those preparing 

to move on to High School as they looked back on their time in school, and they had 

a chance to display individual skills and talents.  Tributes were also paid to departing 

members of staff. 

 

An end of term highlight at Craig-y-Parc School was an adapted open-air perform-

ance of óA Midsummer Nightôs Dreamô in the gardens given by students and mem-

bers of staff.  This was a wonderful and moving presentation of the play, which gave 

as much enjoyment to the performers as it gave to the audience.  All participating 

must be commended and congratulated on all aspects of the production. 

********************************************************************  

CREIGIAU CARNIVAL  

 

The last Saturday in June was fine and warm for the Annual Creigiau Carnival.  

Crowds of people gathered on the field to welcome the processions of colourful 

floats and enjoy the various stalls and attractions. 

 

As last year, the Parish  Hall had a stall raffling footballs, key rings and the óstar 

prizeô a hopper, which did brisk business all the afternoon.  The hopper was 

claimed, as were most of the footballs and keyrings with some customers return-

ing to try and win again. 

 

Rather than keep all the proceeds for the Parish Hall Restoration Fund it was de-

cided, once again, to make a donation to the Carnival Committee as a contribu-

tion towards the overall monies received which are in turn put back into the com-

munity.  We wish to thank the Carnival Committee for its support for the Parish 

Hall Project. 

 

Many thanks to all who manned the stall and to Andrew Dodd for acquiring the 

tickets and prizes. 

 

The week before the carnival the annual Fun Run was held for young people and 

adults and once again we are grateful to the participants from Creigiau Primary 

School who are donating moneys raised from their sponsorship to the Parish  

Hall Restoration Appeal. 
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HARVEST SUPPER 

 

All members of our churches together with families, 

friends etc are warmly invited to our Parish Harvest Supper 

which will be held at 7 p.m. on Saturday 1st October in the 

Parish Hall, Creigiau.  Tickets are £5 and there will be a 

raffle.  Further details will be given in church. 

 

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING 

 

Please note the September óGood News Coffee Morningô will be 

held on Saturday 17th September from 10 a.m. until 12 noon in the 

Parish, Creigiau. 

 

Everyone is welcome to come along for a chat over coffee and light 

refreshments and to try their luck in the raffle.  Proceeds are for the  

Hall Funds and we are very grateful to all who organise these enjoy-

able occasions. 

DONôT FORGET 

 

St Davidôs Church, Groesfaen is holding an Autumn 

Fayre in aid of Parish  Hall Funds on Saturday 5th No-

vember at 2 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

 

All offers of help and contributions would be most 

welcome.  Please look and listen for further details. 

POINTS TO PONDER 

 

In last monthôs issue we heard about a customer in a hardware store who wished to 

place an order to purchase.  He was told that one would cost thirty pence, twelve 

would cost sixty pence and one hundred and twelve would be ninety pence.  He took 

one hundred and twelve; but what was he buying? 

 

The answer is House Numbers (he lived at number 112 in the street and wished to 

have three numbers to put on the front door). 

 

Now for this monthôs puzzle: - 

 

A man stands looking through one of the windows of a tenth-floor flat.  Suddenly he 

opens the window and jumps.  There is no balcony and it is a sheer drop to the ground, 

and yet the man lands quite unhurt.  He does not use a parachute nor has he landed in 

water or any soft surface that could break his fall. 

Can you explain this? ï Answer next month 
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For his article this month, David Webb has visited the 

north east to report on: 

 

 

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF  

 ST NICHOLAS  

NEWCASTLE - UPON-TYNE 

When I visited, the altar itself had been removed as the cathedral was being used for ex-

hibitions and concerts associated with the Tall Ships Race.  As we move into the north 

quire aisle, we notice the organ case, with its decorated pipes.  Standing, unusually, at 

floor level, it is topped by a gilded carved angel playing the trumpet.    Alongside is the 

Chapel of St George.  Set aside for prayer, it is entered through a glazed screen of light 

oak.  A small circular window at low level gives a glimpse of the crypt chapel below.   

The quire aisle is quite gloomy on account of heavily coloured glass in the windows and 

dark wooden roof and screens.  But, on reaching the ambulatory ï running behind the 

high altar ï we emerge from darkness into light.  This is largely attributable to two well-

executed modern windows, one of which forms part of the memorial to Danish merchant 

seamen, who were based in Newcastle during the Second World War occupation of their 

own country. 

Here, at the extreme eastern end of the church, we find three chapels.  The reredos and 

front of the altar in the central one consist of several painted and gilded panels ï some-

what in the style of Icons ï representing the story of the Incarnation, to which this chapel 

is dedicated.  Above is the east window.  Dating from 1860, its glass is far better than 

most of the Victorian era, not least in its use of more delicate colour which lets through  

The Church of Englandôs most northerly cathedral is surrounded by busy roads, office 

blocks, and a railway just a short distance from the banks of the River Tyne.  The current 

building dates largely from the fifteenth century, though it was extensively repaired in 

the nineteenth.  Externally, the architecture is largely of the decorated period, with fine 

ashlar stonework.  Its most prominent feature is the crown-topped western tower. 

Entering, we find ourselves in a typical prosperous town parish church ï which is what 

St Nicholasô was until the diocese of Newcastle was created in 1882.  It is noticeable that 

the side aisles and the nave ï divided by two arcades of pointed arches - are all of ap-

proximately equal width.  There is no triforium but the clerestory windows are tall and, 

devoid of coloured glass, they give good light. 

The font, at the western end, is of black marble.  It is octagonal, with each face display-

ing a decorated shield ï six of the eight are identical, displaying the arms of Robert 

Rodes, Newcastleôs MP from 1427 to 1442.   Nearby is a bust commemorating Admiral 

Lord Collingwood, a friend and colleague of Nelson, who was baptised and married in 

St Nicholasô.  

There is stained glass in the aisle windows.  Interestingly, the tracery on the two sides 

does not match, suggesting that the openings were inserted at different dates.  The south 

wall has tall pointed lancets with limited decoration in the top section.  By contrast, the 

north windows have more flattened shapes, closer to those of the perpendicular period.  

The north aisle has a military theme.  Here are laid up the colours of several local regi-

ments.  One window ï typically gaudy of the Victorian period ï commemorates com-

rades who died in the Indian Mutiny of the 1850s.    

In the north-western corner of the nave stands a beautifully carved stone pulpit and 

nearby, the open wooden quire screen.  Installed when the church was elevated to cathe-

dral status, both hark back to the fifteenth century craftsmanship found elsewhere in the 

building.  To our left, a short staircase leads down from the north transept to the crypt 

chapel ï created in the 1930s from what had previously served as a charnel house.  This 

plain small chamber, lit by tiny windows, provides a cool and quiet refuge just yards 

from the hustle of city life.        

At the crossing is a stone plinth for the nave altar ï now a feature of most cathedrals.  
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When I visited, the altar itself had been removed as the cathedral was being used for ex-

hibitions and concerts associated with the Tall Ships Race.  As we move into the north 

quire aisle, we notice the organ case, with its decorated pipes.  Standing, unusually, at 

floor level, it is topped by a gilded carved angel playing the trumpet.    Alongside is the 

Chapel of St George.  Set aside for prayer, it is entered through a glazed screen of light 

oak.  A small circular window at low level gives a glimpse of the crypt chapel below.   

The quire aisle is quite gloomy on account of heavily coloured glass in the windows and 

dark wooden roof and screens.  But, on reaching the ambulatory ï running behind the 

high altar ï we emerge from darkness into light.  This is largely attributable to two well-

executed modern windows, one of which forms part of the memorial to Danish merchant 

seamen, who were based in Newcastle during the Second World War occupation of their 

own country. 

Here, at the extreme eastern end of the church, we find three chapels.  The reredos and 

front of the altar in the central one consist of several painted and gilded panels ï some-

what in the style of Icons ï representing the story of the Incarnation, to which this chapel 

is dedicated.  Above is the east window.  Dating from 1860, its glass is far better than 

most of the Victorian era, not least in its use of more delicate colour which lets through 

the light.  It depicts the Last Supper and Crucifixion, and is bordered by representations 

of the four Evangelists. 

In the quire, natural light streams down from the clerestory.  The furniture here is gener-

ally ordinary but there are ornately carved wooden screens set into the arcades on both 

sides.  The same carving continues into the presbytery, but there it is stone, and reaches 

its climax in the high altarôs reredos with figures of saints, bishops and royalty.  As with 

the pulpit and screen, this work dates from the late nineteenth century, but is in an earlier 

style.  All in all, it has been successful in giving a cathedral atmosphere to the church ï 

though my personal view was that the rather tall, narrow reredos could have been better 

proportioned. 

Passing back out of the quire, we come to the south transept ï more open that its organ-

housing northern counterpart.  The most notable features here are a display of Royal 

Arms, dating from the Stuart Restoration, and what is probably the grandest of the 

churchôs memorials ï of gilded marble, it commemorates the family of Henry Maddison 

a seventeenth century benefactor of St Nicholasô. 

Before leaving, we find that the south aisle of the nave opens onto one further chapel ï 

formerly a porch.  Dedicated to St Margaret, the otherwise plain window above its altar 

contains the cathedralôs only remaining fragment of medieval glass ï a roundel depicting 

the Madonna and Child. 

St Nicholas Cathedral 

Seen on a church notice board é 

 

Wednesday, the ladies liturgy society will meet. Mrs Jones will sing ñPut me in my little 

bedò accompanied by the vicar! 
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The day the Queen walked into her garden to greet our 

Betty. 

Betty and Dorothy before their visit to see the Queen 

A day to remember  é 
 

On a Monday afternoon in the early part of March 2005, I received a phone call 

from the Welsh Assembly, telling me that I had been nominated to attend a Gar-

den Party at Buckingham Palace: I had until the Wednesday to decide and to get 

a guest to accompany me. Eventually, I persuaded Dorothy Akister to join me. 

When the official invitation arrived for Tuesday 19th July, I ordered a hire car to 

take us there and back on the day. We left Pentyrch at 10 a.m. and arrived at the 

Palace just after 2 p.m. The traffic into Hammersmith and central London was 

slow moving all the way to Constitution Hill and the Palace.  

We queue outside a side entrance, before gaining access at 2.20 where we 

showed our identification forms to the police officer on duty. We walked across 
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the forecourt, under the arch and into the courtyard, through the covered en-

trance. At the top of the steps we handed our personal card to a member of 

staff, walked through two salons to a semi-circular window with three exits to 

the steps and the lawn. The weather was warm, but not humid, with a gentle 

breeze. There were between 8,000 and 9,000 people present although it did not 

appear to be crowded. 

We saw a lot of Bishops, priests and others from various religions, plenty of 

service personnel, including service chaplains, Lord Mayors resplendent in 

their chains of office, along with people from other lands in national costume. I 

thought I saw the vicar of Boscastle in north Devon. 

Unfortunately, I did not see any of the royal party when they arrived in the gar-

dens, as I am rather short! However, others did and gave me a running com-

mentary. 

This was a day that I shall never forget; I still cannot believe that I was there. I 

felt very privileged and honoured, while, at the same time, very humble indeed.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the person who nominated me in 

the first place and those who kindly sent letters of recommendation. My very 

sincere thanks to you all. 

 

I trust I will soon come down from cloud nine and concentrate on what I should 

be doing! 

 

Betty Nixon. 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE  

 

If anyone is interested in taking part in a Diocesan Pilgrimage to Greece from 

Thursday 11th May to Monday 22nd May 2006 please contact Mrs Pat Evans at the 

Assistant Bishopôs Office, 3 Denison Way, Cardiff, CF5 4SF  (Tel 029 20670088) 

for further information and a registration form. 

 

The cost is in the region of £1000.00 

 

DEANERY EUCHARIST  

 

A Deanery Eucharist for all parishes in the Deanery is being held at 7.30 p.m. on 

Wednesday 30th November, St. Andrewôs Day (and not on the date in the previous 

magazine).  The venue is the Church of the Resurrection, Ely, Cardiff.   

 

Please put this date in your diaries.  Further details will be given nearer the date. 

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due to 
a conflict. 
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The Parishôs Rising Star 
 

On the day when millions throughout the world attended Live Aid concerts, so a good 

size audience assembled at St Catwgôs Church to be enthralled by a recital of vocal 

music by our own Elizabeth Toye. Most of the audience had known Elixabeth for 

many years, but few had heard her sing in recent years. Now a Royal Academy of Mu-

sic student, Elizabeth illustrated how hard work and good teaching can transform a 

voice into an instrument of beauty. She showed her versatility and technical control in 

a mixed, demanding recital of Operatic arias, songs and musical theatre of which her 

teacher, Beatrice Unsworth would, undoubtedly, have been proud. 

 

It is not easy to return home to present a concert to those who had known you since 

childhood, but Elizabeth did it with great panache, overcoming her nervousness with 

confidence in her own performance. 

 

She could not have chosen a better opening with the richly ornamented music of   

Handel illustrating her control of breathing and her technical excellence. ñTorbani a 

Vagheggiarò from Alcina she sang with great musicality, with fine phrasing and dy-

namics, and followed this with the contrasting and beautifully lilting and contempla-

tive, ñLascia chôio Piangaò from Rinaldo.  Handel was one of those early composers 

who wrote with great sympathy for the voice, and Elizabeth took full advantage of his 

understanding. 

 

Elizabeth looked for a similar contrast in two Robert Schumann songs, 

ñWaldesgesprachò and ñMondachtò. The first with its varied colours and vocal         

demands showed Elizabethôs lower register off to good effect, while the second, much 

more reflective, showed the increasing clarity of her upper register. 

 

Two Welsh songs followed, ñPan Ddawôr Nosò by M. Williams and the lively ñHeigh 

Hoò by Morris. The popular, dramatic, yet moving love song ñSong to the Moonò 

from Dvorakôs Rusalka and the great ornamentation of ñJe Veux Vivreò from Romeo 

and Juliet by Gounod, brought the first half of the programme to an end with a well 

executed top C. 

 

Song singing is such an important part of a young singerôs repertoire, and English 

songs are particularly popular, more often than not demanding interpretation skills, 

controlled singing, sometimes quiet, sometimes loud and always giving the various 

registers of the voice a chance to shine. So we had illustrated with Headôs ñSweet 

chance that led my steps abroadò, ñSilent Noonò by that master of song, Vaughan Wil-

liams, ñSleepò by Gurney, and the syncopation and jazz rhythms of William Waltonôs 

ñOld Sir Faulk. 

 

In contrast Elizabeth returned us again to opera with Musettaôs Waltz song ñQuando 

môenò from La Boheme by Puccini, and Gerswinôs ñSummertimeò from Porgy and 

Bess. From opera  we made the short journey to musical theatre with Gilbert and     
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Sullivanôs ñPoor Wandering Oneò from The Pirates of Penzance leading us into 

Rogers and Hammersteinôs ñIf I loved Youò from Carousel and that old favourite 

with a hint of a cockney accent ñWouldnôt it be Loverlyò and then, ñI could have 

danced all nightò from My Fair Lady by Lerner and Loewe. 

 

The entertaining evening was not finished: enthusiastic applause brought Elizabeth 

and her very able accompanist, an accomplished musician in her own right, Jo 

Scullin, back for ñO mia babino caroò (O my beloved father) by Puccini, well suited 

to Elizabethôs voice, that sent the audience home with smiles on their faces and 

much to talk about. Our own soprano is keen to make it in the tough world of profes-

sional singing, and the even tougher world of professional opera singing. We can 

only wish her well in her continuing studies and in the opportunities she will get to 

bring her musicality and her voice to a wider audience. Elizabeth, I hope you will be 

able to return and present another recital, and that next time, rather than the 60 ï 70 

people in the audience, the church will be full to capacity. As someone said to me as 

we left, ñ For those who didnôt come, it was their loss.ò 

 

Elizabeth generously, especially for a hard working student, shared the proceeds 

with the Parish Hall Appeal. Elizabeth, thank you very much for a very fine evening. 

 

John Gough  

 

Elizabeth competed in the Towyn Roberts Scholarship at  the National Eisteddfod at 

the beginning of August. Many of you may have seen her full 20 minutesô programme 

on television. She did not win. But the judges who proclaimed that they had a very 

difficult task, placed her a very creditable third.  

Well done Elizabeth! JG 

YOUTH CLUB CONCERT  

 

The Youth Club meets each week in the Parish Hall and recently presented a concert in 

aid of the Hall Funds, attended by parents and friends and members of the Parish Hall 

Management Committee.   

 

An enjoyable evening was had, with members of the Youth Club happy to show off 

their various talents, including the preparation and sale of refreshments and a raffle.  

£47 was raised for the Parish Hall Restoration Funds and the Vicar thanked everyone 

involved at the end of the evening 

 

EXAMINATIONS  

This summer some young parishioners will have received examination results.  Many 

congratulations to all who were successful and our thoughts are with those who did not 

get what they have hoped for.  We remember all in our prayers as their future plans un-

fold before them 
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The sizzling, succulent sausages 

 

The sunny, summer Sunday silence was shattered by the sizzling of the singed, succu-

lent sausages sitting snugly on the shiny sparkling grill, tended by the apronned aficio-

nados of the barbecue, with eyes streaming in the acrid plumes of black-tinged white 

smoke as it enveloped the boys as they set about their tasks over the red hot, glowing 

charcoal, on the green at the back of the Parish Hall. 

The cry went up: ñFood ready!ò, and the hungry forty customers lined up in an orderly 

fashion to collect their bread and salads before approaching the glowing embers 

manned by the guardians of the grills.  ñOohsò and ñaahsò mingled with the sizzling of 

the singed sausages as the customers chose their burnt offerings of burgers, sausages 

or vegetarian kebabs before retiring to their seats to begin the devouring process. 

Some could not wait and burned their fingers as they picked at their offerings whilst 

walking back. Silence fell upon the gathering except for the chomping of teeth and the 

satisfied groans as the grilled delicacies slid down grateful gullets. One group re-

mained outside and they were not so quiet, particularly when seconds were brought 

out. Pandemonium reigned as customers rushed to clear their plates to qualify for the 

precious second helping. The group outside became quiet as they concentrated on 

qualifying for the THIRD helping. There are some you cannot hold back!   

Hunger satiated, thirsts quenched, the customers drifted home. As the doors were 

closed and the key turned, the group outside could be heard still concentratedly work-

ing through their latest helping. 

 

Those few hours on that sunny Sunday afternoon were greatly enjoyed, and our thanks 

to Anne and Robert Jones, Jo and Duncan Jones, and Helen and John Davey for all 

their preparation and cooking skills. If I have left anyone out, please accept my apolo-

gies. When is the next one scheduled? 

 

John Gough 

Word search 
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