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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH 

VICAR 

 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwg’s Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong (Holy Eucharist on 1st Sunday in the month) 

 

St. David’s Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrn’s Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

Parish Hall Creigiau 

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

 

       WEEKDAYS 

 

St. Catwg’s               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. David’s                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

St. Catwg’s 10.30 am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIMONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th 

of the month.       
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From the Vicarage Window 

  

Dear Friends 

 

Our Lord’s Ascension completed the tri-

umph of the Resurrection and one of the 

great festivals of the church, marked in 

the Prayer Book alongside the others. 

 

During the Great Forty Days, as they are 

called, between the Resurrection and the 

Ascension our Lord appeared to his dis-

ciples at various intervals speaking of the 

‘Kingdom of God’ (Acts 1 verse 3).  A 

great change had taken place in the disci-

ples during those forty days and they 

were very different men from those who 

forsook Jesus and fled in fear in the Gar-

den of Gethsemame.  But they were still 

concentrating their minds and hopes on 

an earthly kingdom and asked their Mas-

ter when He was going to restore the 

kingdom of Israel.  They were still 

dreaming of world power, of the univer-

sal kingdom of the Messiah, with Israel 

occupying a place of privilege, in spite of 

all our Lord’s teaching about a kingdom 

not of this world.  Jesus had said to Pon-

tious Pilate, ‘My kingship is not of this 

world, if my kingship were of this world, 

my servants would fight, that I might not 

be handed over to the Jews, but my king-

ship is not from this world. 

 

Now the time had come for Jesus’ bodily 

presence to leave them and He turned 

their thoughts away from the future to 

the immediate task that lay ahead of 

them, to go forth into the world amongst 

the people in different lands, towns and 

cities and villages, preaching of Jesus 

Christ and witnessing to him to the utter-

most parts of the earth.  But they were 

not to do this in their own strength.  Je-

sus promised them that the Holy Spirit 

would come. He would lead them into all 

truth and that the true nature of His Gos-

pel, which they could not fully under-

stand now, would little by little be made 

clear to them:  “When the Spirit of truth 

comes, He will guide you into all the 

truth, for He will not speak on His own 

authority, but whatever He hears He will 

speak and He will declare to you the 

things that are to come”.  (St. John Chap-

ter 16 verse 13.) 

 

This is still happening today and it is one 

of the sure signs of the vitality of the 

church in the world.  We are still learn-

ing, the Holy Spirit is still leading us into 

all truth. 

 

St. Paul was very well aware of the im-

portance of the Ascension of Jesus.  “If 

then you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above where 

Christ is, seated on the right hand of 

God”.  (Colossians 3 verses 1-3)  St. 

Paul had not witnessed the Ascension, 

when Jesus went with His disciples up a 

mountain and, as they looked, a cloud 

took Him out of their sight, but St. Paul 

had been granted a vision of His as-

cended Lord on the road to Damascus, 

when he was on his way to stamp out 

Christianity in that town, and it had con-

verted him.   

 

The Ascension emphasises the Kingship 

of Jesus – it is the feast of His Kingship.  

We are inclined to think more about our 

Lord as Saviour and Friend than perhaps 

we are to think of Him as King, but there 
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is a danger then that we could get a one-

sided picture of Him that is rather too earth-

bound.  We know about Heaven that it is 

where God is and we can begin to experi-

ence during this life what it is to be ‘in 

heaven’ as we feel we are near to God.  It is 

true that though our Lord’s bodily presence 

left the disciples on the first Ascension Day 

yet they were soon to learn at Pentecost that 

He was nearer to them then than ever before 

and that His promise ‘Lo I am with you al-

ways, even unto the end of the world’ was, 

indeed a fact, as it still is for us today if we 

will have it so.  But He is also with our Fa-

ther in heaven and so we must lift up our 

hearts to Him, remembering that our true 

dwelling place and home is also in heaven.  

Jesus says ‘In my Father’s house are many 

rooms, if it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to my-

self, that where I am you may be also’.   

 

We pray:  “Almighty God, we believe 

our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended 

in glory, grant that we may rise with Him 

in heart and mind, and live continually in 

His presence as He lives in yours, reign-

ing with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, through time and through eternity.  

Amen. 

 

Ascension Day Thursday 25th May. 

 

St. Catwg’s  10.00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

St. David’s  7 p.m.          Holy Eucharist 

 

John W. Binny 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Holy Baptism  ‘Grafted into the Body of Christ’ 
 

St. Catwg’s Pentyrch    

 

2nd April    CARYS NIA WOODHEAD 

     DYLAN ANDREW LEE WOODHEAD 

 

 

Funerals             ‘May they rest in peace’ 
 

10th April Susan Mary James 

18th April Wyndham Charles Betty 

 

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our  

sympathy and  prayers are for their loved ones. 

 

 

Toothache: The pain that drives you to extraction. 

Myth:  A  female moth 

Secret:   Something you tell to one person at a time. 

Tomorrow: One of the greatest labour saving devices of today. 
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PALM SUNDAY 

 

The Morning Eucharist in each church, during which palm crosses were 

distributed and the Gospel read in a dramatised form were followed on 

Palm Sunday Evening by a special Parish Service in St. Catwg’s of medi-

tation in words and music for Holy Week. 

 

Nineteen adults and young people read and led the prayers  and St. 

Catwg’s Church Choir sang music by John Stainer,  Anton Bruckner,  J.S 

Bach, Franz Schubert, Edward Elgar and Richard Shephard.  All joined in 

the congregational hymns. 

 

Thank you to all readers and the choir for leading us in worship and a special 

word of thanks to John Gough, Organist and Choirmaster of St. Catwg’s for pre-

paring the choir and linking the hymns and church music so appropriately to the 

readings: some of the hymns were being used for the first time at St Catwg’s.  

There were a number of expressions of appreciation for a very meaningful act of 

worship at the beginning of Holy Week. 

 

EASTER WEEK 

 

At the end of the Eucharist in St. Catwg’s on Maundy Thursday, members of the 

choir took part in the Stripping of the Altar ceremony as the ornaments, cloths, 

vestments etc. were removed from church, symbolising the isolation and desola-

tion of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane after the warm fellowship of the Last 

Supper with his disciples. 

 

Members of the congregation and choir stayed behind for the Watch of the Pas-

sion in a church which was now bare and remained so for Good Friday when the 

Liturgy and Devotions Service was held in the afternoon in St. Catwg’s, during 

which the Passion was read in a dramatised form, with choir and congregation 

taking part.  The Church bell was rung at 3.00 p.m. the hour Jesus died. 

 

The Passion was read in a dramatised form on Good Friday morning in St. 

David’s as part of the Liturgy and Devotions in St. David’s. 

 

In contrast to the solemnity of Holy Week, our churches were filled with the joy-

ful singing, worship, colour and flowers of Easter Day, with generally very good 

congregations in St. Catwg’s and St. David’s and a little above average in Capel 

Llanilltern, despite a number of our regular worshippers being away.   
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Many thanks to all who decorated our churches so splendidly and all who contributed 

towards the flowers.  Several people have remarked on how beautiful the churches 

looked.  

 

 We are grateful to Canon Jack Buttimore for all his help and support – not easy for 

him this year with Jean being in hospital in Weston, but it is good to report she is home 

and we wish her a speedy recovery. 

 

CHURCH HALL WORSHIP 
 

The Parish Family Eucharist in April welcomed a good congregation on the fifth Sun-

day in Lent, Passion Sunday, and took the theme of ‘Service’.  The service included a 

dramatised version of the call of Samuel in The Old Testament and words of Samuel, 

“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening”.  In the Gospel reading from St. Matthew 

we heard the words of Jesus who said that he came not to be served but to serve and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.  

 

In his address the Vicar spoke about how in the time of Jesus young people were 

bought and sold as slaves and how Jesus was sold for the ransom of thirty pieces of 

silver paid to Judas by the authorities to hand him over to them.  Jesus showed 

throughout his ministry how he had come to serve people and 

demonstrated his role as a humble servant most vividly before the 

Last Supper when he performed the menial task of washing the 

feet of his disciples instead of them washing the feet of their mas-

ter – in the days of Jesus the servants of the household would 

wash the dusty feet of their master as he entered the house before 

a meal.  The Vicar produced a bowl and jug of water and remov-

ing his chasuble, washed the feet of Andrew Dodd, a member of 

the congregation. 

 

Our thanks to the Worship Committee who arranged the service; all who prepared the 

hall and refreshments; the Music Group and all who contributed in any way to the 

worship;  Sue Dodd for producing the hymn sheets; and Andrew Davies for the on-

screen presentation which included a picture of Archbishop Rowan Williams washing 

the feet of worshippers in Canterbury Cathedral on Maundy Thursday and a final 

scene of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples. 

 

We would be delighted for people to come forward to contribute in the parish worship, 

reading, leading the intercessions, taking the offertory, bringing the bread and wine to 

the altar or joining the music group – Please contact the Vicar if you are interested. 

 

The next Family Services will on the 7th of May and the 4th of June at 10.30 a.m. in the 

Parish  Hall, Creigiau. 
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PARISH HALL UPDATE 

 
Where else can we begin but by sharing with you the wonderful news, if you haven’t 

already heard that the Welsh Assembly Government has, (subject to terms and condi-

tions) approved a grant of £27,642 for disabled access and restoration of the interior of 

the Parish  Hall.   

 

This sum was, after careful calculations, what was asked for and the award is a great 

tribute to the Management Fundraising Committee who worked so hard for many 

hours to present a most professional bid after so much time and effort. 

 

We are also grateful to everyone who wrote to the Welsh Assembly in support of the 

bid, including politicians, councillors, the groups who use the hall and members of the 

community. 

 

This grant will enable us to go forward with our work in the hall and the management 

and fabric committees are planning a prospective timetable of work in liaising with 

contractors engaged in the contract.  It is intended that the renovation of the hall will 

include a non-slip gradient and ramp into the hall.  A suspended ceiling will be fitted 

in the anti-room and the ceiling tiles replaced in the main hall.  Damaged plaster 

throughout the building will be removed and re-plastered and the remainder skimmed.  

All areas will be decorated and new floors will be laid.  It is also planned to provide 

new lockable cupboards to replace the current ones. 

 

The management committee apologises for any inconvenience to users of the hall but 

the end result will make it all worthwhile. 

 

It is good to report that Mrs Alison Woodley has decided to continue as Booking Sec-

retary for the hall.  We are extremely grateful for all the time and effort Alison puts in 

to this work amongst other roles to ensure the smooth running of the hall: she liaises 

with regular and occasional users with great efficiency enabling the hall to serve the 

parish and community. 

 

We thank also Mrs Sheila Lloyd who has agreed to assist Alison as a keyholder in 

Creigiau to facilitate access to the hall 

BARBECUE 

 

It is proposed to hold a Parish Summer Barbecue on Sunday 16th July at lunchtime in 

the Parish Hall, Creigiau. 

 

If anyone is able to help with the organisation, please contact Mrs. Helen Davey on 029 

29891756. 
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DEANERY RE-ORGANISATION 
 

As you may remember, as reported in previous magazines, because of anticipated finan-

cial restraints in the Church in Wales and the Diocese, the Archbishop, as Bishop of the 

Diocese asked each deanery to look at ways of perhaps revising parish boundaries into 

workable mission units and consider whether all the churches would be needed in the 

future with the number of clergy in the diocese being reduced to 112 by 2013. This 

would mean a reduction in clergy in the deanery.   

 

An initial plan was formulated within our Llandaff Deanery involving some reorganisa-

tion of parish boundaries and the possible closure of two churches, including Capel 

Llanilltern, though the benefice of Pentyrch with Capel Llanilltern would retain the 

same boundaries with one priest as at present. 

 

The plan was opposed by Pentyrch and Capel Llanilltern Parochial Church Councils 

and other parishes in the deanery at a meeting of the Deanery Conference in October, as 

reported previously and, as also reported, the conference decided that a working group 

of clergy and lay people, including Mr Russell Jenkins from Capel Llanilltern be 

formed to present alternative proposals. 

 

The Working Group proposed a scheme whereby there would be no church closures 

and that parishes could work informally together on various aspects of mission and 

ministry with a sharing of parish resources and events – Pentyrch and Capel Llanilltern 

being linked with Tongwynlais, and St. Fagans with Michaelston with three incumbents 

as at present.  The group propose a total of nine incumbents and one curate in the dean-

ery plus three staff at the Cathedral. 

 

This plan was supported by Pentyrch and Capel Llanilltern parishes but before it could 

reach the Deanery Conference the Archbishop wrote to say that the definitive figure for 

the Llandaff Deanery would be twelve clerics, including the Dean and Cathedral Staff. 

 

The Archbishop’s statement has rather superseded the findings of the working group 

and after a long discussion the Conference decided that it could not submit any reor-

ganisation plan at the time of that meeting and asked the Secretary of Conference to 

write to the Archbishop to say it had found it impossible to agree to any plan for the re-

duction of clerics or deanery re-organisation. 

 

To be continued …….. 

A Sunday School teacher was discussing the ten Commandments with five and six year 

olds. After explaining the commandment to ñHonour your father and motherò she 

asked: ñIs there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sis-

ters?ò 

Immediately the heartfelt reply came: ñYou shall not killò! 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

As we enter the final phase of the trial period with the 

new Church in Wales Holy Eucharist service in St. 

Catwg’s and St. David’s you will doubtless have noticed 

that the service booklets have been reprinted in white to 

include more indications for when we should stand, sit or 

kneel at various stages of the service.  This is in response 

to comments and observations received by the Parochial 

Church Council and it is hoped that these directions will be helpful. 

 

Please keep your thoughts on the service coming to the Vicar, Churchwardens 

and Parochial Church Councillors as the service and its future use is reviewed. 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIST REQUIRED 

 

After fifteen dedicated and faithful years as organist of St. David’s Church 

Miss Jane Williams has indicated her wish to step down from the position of          

organist.  We are very grateful to Jane for her dedication over the years.  If 

there is anyone who feels they can take on this role we should be grateful to 

hear from them. 

 

Jane has said that she is willing to help anyone who is interested.  Please con-

tact the Vicar or St. David’s  Churchwardens if you are able to help. 

 

 

DISABLED ACCESS 

 

The Parochial Church Council has decided to have a permanent ramp to the 

south door of St. David’s, coming from a westerly direction, as on the plan dis-

played in St. David’s and involving the removal of a hydrangea bush and the 

relocation of the bench and stoup.  Faculty approval from the Diocese will be 

necessary. 

 

A surveyor’s report has been made on the church paths for the architect regard-

ing access for the disabled at St. Catwg’s, to take into account adjacent graves 

and gravestones.  This will contribute towards the planning of this facility. 
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PUT DOWN YOUR PENS! 

 

The congregation in St. Catwg’s on a Sunday morning is probably for the most part 

blissfully unaware that before the sung Eucharist some 

members of the choir have been hard at work writing out 

the hymn numbers on pieces of paper so that their fellow 

choristers can find the hymns in their books prior to them 

being announced. 

 

Now, this task is no longer necessary and the scribes can 

relax, collect their thoughts and clear their throats before 

service as Michael Rogers has made a hymn board for 

the chancel, from the board which was formerly in the 

nave.  We now have two matching hymn boards in the 

nave giving worshippers a clear view from both sides and the one in the chancel for 

the choir.  Thank you Michael. 

 

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING 

 

The Good News Coffee Morning this month will be held on Saturday 20th May, the 

third Saturday in the month as usual, in the Parish  

Hall, Creigiau from 10.00 a.m. until 12 noon. 

 

Everyone is very welcome to share refreshments in 

good company and fellowship and the chance to win a 

raffle prize.  We thank all who work very hard to cater 

and organise the coffee mornings. 

 

At the Coffee Morning each month the 100 Club draw 

is made with over a hundred tickets eligible for a prize each month – but, there is 

still room for more.  The more people who join the larger the prize and the more 

money for the Parish  Hall Restoration Fund.  The cost is £1 per month or £12 annu-

ally.  Mrs Sheila Lloyd is happy to provide any further information and she can be 

contacted on 029 20890136.   

 

Creigiau Companions hosted the April Coffee Morning with stalls including Easter 

gifts, cakes, Harry Mason’s geraniums and a raffle.  There was a large attendance 

and the sum of over £458 was raised.  Thank you very much for all your hard work. 

 

Gossip: A person who will never tell a lie if the truth will do more damage. 

Handkerchief: Cold storage. 

Inflation: Cutting money in half without damaging the paper. 
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POINTS TO PONDER 
 

Last month we heard about a king who put three prisoners to a 

test.  He took three hats from a box containing five hats – three 

red and two white hats.  He put one hat on each prisoner, leav-

ing the remainder in the box.  He informed the men of the total 

number of hats and said he wanted the men to try to determine 

the colour of the hat on their own head.  The first man who did 

so and could explain his reasoning would immediately be set 

free, but anyone who answered incorrectly would be executed 

on the spot.  The first man looked at the other two and said he 

did not know as did the second man.  The third man was unfor-

tunately blind, but cleverly he thought for a few seconds and 

then stated correctly the colour of his hat.  We asked what colour hat the blind 

man was wearing and how he knew.   

 

Answer – The blind man is wearing a red hat.  His reasoning is as follows:- The 

first man did not see two white hats.  If he had he would have know immediately 

that he was wearing a red hat because there are only two white hats.  The second 

man, aware that the first did not see two white hats needed only to look at me, if 

he saw a white hat on me, he would know he was wearing a red hat (otherwise the 

first man would not have been stumped).  Since he didn’t know, he could not have 

seen a white hat on me.  Therefore my hat must be red. 

 

Now for this month’s puzzle 

 

Two strangers enter a pub.  The publican asks them what they would like to drink. 

The first man says “I’ll have a bottle of stout and puts 50p down on the counter. 

Publican – Guinness at 50p or Jubilee at 45p? 

First man – Jubilee 

Second man says “I’ll have a bottle of stout” and puts 50p on the counter.  With-

out asking him, the publican gives him a Guinness. 

 

How did the publican know what the second man was drinking?   

 

Good luck. 

 

Pentyrch Art Group Exhibition 
 

'Pentyrch Art Group's 11th Annual Exhibition will be held at Pentyrch Village Hall, 

on Sunday May 14th. We are open from  10 am until 6 pm. Admission is free and 

free refreshments are also served. We will be raffling two paintings by well known 

professional artists, and will be exhibiting over 100 new paintings.' 

Anne Peebles 
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PENTYRCH OPEN GARDENS 

 

Pentyrch Open Gardens Weekend moves forward a week 

this year to the first weekend in July.  As in previous year 

St. Catwg’s will be involved and we look forward to wel-

coming visitors on the Saturday and Sunday. 

 

Last year for the first time a special service of praise was 

held in St. Catwg’s which was attended by many of the par-

ticipants in the Open Gardens and was much appreciated.  

Accordingly, please put a note in your diaries that this 

year’s service will be on Sunday 25th June at 6.00 p.m. in 

St. Catwg’s.  Further details in our next magazine. 
 

CREIGIAU COMPANIONS 
  

Meetings continue to be well attended – so perhaps we are doing something right. 

If laughter is anything to go by, members enjoyed the Quiz afternoons, one on 

films and one naming tunes.  Speakers have been rewarding – Mr. Maisey the 

well known gardener has even promised us some tomatoes later in the season.  We 

also appreciated a musical afternoon in Pentyrch as guests of the Over Sixty Club. 

  

The warmer weather promises us several interesting and possibly unusual talks as 

well as the obligatory cream tea. 

  

Our Easter stall has been well patronised and we hope to net a goodly sum to 

swell the Church Hall funds 

  

We particularly welcome newcomers to Creigiau as we feel our meetings are a 

good way to forge  friendships in a new place.  We meet on alternate Thursdays at 

2.15 p.m.  A notice is placed on the Board outside the Hall on the relevant week. 

Bronwen Vizard 

Eucharist readings for May 

 

7 May Easter 4: Acts 4. 5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3. 16-24; John 10. 11-18. or 

Genesis 7. 1-5, 11-18; 8. 6-18; 9. 8-13; Psalm 23; Acts 4. 5-12; John 10. 11-18 

14 May Easter 5:  Acts 8. 26-40; Psalm 22. 25-31; 1 John 4. 7-21; John 15.1-8. 

or Baruch 3. 9-15, 33-44, or Genesis 22. 1-18; Psalm 22 25-31; Acts 8. 26-40; 

John 15. 1-8. 

26 May Easter 7: Acts 1. 15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5. 9-13; John 17. 6-19. 

or Ezekiel 36. 24-28; Psalm 1; Acts 1. 15-17, 21-26; John 17. 6-19 

4 June Pentecost: Acts 2 1-21 or Ezekiel 37. 1-14; Psalm 104. 24-34, 35b or 

104. 24-36; Romans 8. 22-27 or Acts 2. 1-21; John 15. 26-27, 16. 4b-15. 
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Hymn singing in St Catwg’s 
 

In an idle moment, and having just finished selecting the hymns to the end of June, I 

wondered how many hymns we will have sung from the new hymn book, that was 

used for the first time on 12th February, at the Eucharist service, by the last Sunday in 

June. I was also interested to see how 

many hymns will have been repeated in 

that time; after all, if you have a hymn 

book with 793 hymns in it, you should 

have plenty of choice. (We have, in fact, 

sung number 793, and a good Commun-

ion hymn it is too!) 

We must remember that the Family Ser-

vice is in the Church Hall, so that means 

there are three, or occasionally  four Sun-

days in the month when hymns are sung 

in St Catwg’s at the Eucharist service. 

The number may surprise some of you: it 

is 85! 

Now that does not particularly surprise me, but what interests me is that only 9 hymns 

will have been repeated in that period. Quite a few (my idleness did not extent to re-

searching the numbers) will not have been sung in St Catwg’s previously. 

Interesting though those figures may be to a few people, I hope no one suggests that 

on 12th February  2007, I should research a year of hymn singing. However, it may be 

that if we are snowed in, and I have caught up on my reading, and the music for the 

services has been sorted, I may get twitchy and idle hands may again …..   

 

John Gough 

 

Good habits 

 

A great man who revealed himself to be God walked upon the earth 2,000 years ago. 

His name was Jesus. He had a lot to say about good habits. He advised people to get 

into the habit of treating their friends and families with respect; to get into the habit 

of speaking kind words to people; to get into the habit of doing the best they could in 

any situation; to get into the habit of looking out for their neighbour and treating 

other people as they would like to be treated. Jesus also told people to get into the 

habit of thinking about the fact that God created humanity and that life is a gift from 

God. And finally, he said that he would love it if we got into the habit of spending 

some time getting to know Him, so that he could be our friend. It’s a habit I decided 

to try when I was quite young. I’ve never regretted it. Jesus is a friend like no other. 

What do Eskimos get from sitting on the ice too long?  Polaroids. 

What do you call Santa's helpers? Subordinate clauses. 
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Surplices: the cause of strife 

 
The following is an adaptation of an article by Jerome Betts in the March 2006 edi-

tion of The Sign. 

“Surplice” comes from “superpelliceum” which was worn over furs for added 

warmth. The surplice was retained by Elizabeth 1’s Act of Uniformity 1559 but vest-

ments were destroyed. Surplices were worn by parish clergy, vicars-choral and cho-

risters in cathedrals, and college fellows and scholars at chapel services. 

Church records often contain entries dealing with sur-

plices. In 1789, Mrs Dillin of North Mymms, Hereford-

shire made “a new surplis” for St Mary’s for half a 

guinea, but it needed repair for half a crown four years 

later and replacement in 1803 for nearly £4. 

The surplice was worn during the service, but was ex-

changed for a black “Geneva gown” or academic robe for 

the sermon. On 26 October 1662, Samuel Pepys saw his 

minister in a surplice for the first time after the Reforma-

tion, “but it seemed absurd for him to pull it over his 

eares in the reading-pew to go up to preach without it.” 

The custom caused problems in the 19th century when 

clergy began to wear the surplice in the pulpit as well. In 

1884 there were riots over the “obnoxious practice” in St Sidwell’s Church Exeter. 

Later in 1884 there was further uproar involving hundreds of people inside and out-

side St Sidwell’s when a curate dared to give his sermon in a surplice. Many of the 

large congregation were said to have taken it as a “Romish” personal insult and ugly 

scenes followed. 

Later in the century, similar disquiet was generated by the wish to see parish church 

choirs in surplices, like those of cathedrals and colleges. In 1875, the Vicar of Credi-

ton in Devon, had to yield before the same Low Church accusations of introducing 

Popish practices, though the choir surplice was eventually to win the day. 

JG 

 

A Gentle Request 
  

At the recent meeting of the Parochial Church Council a request was submitted on 

behalf of a member of the congregation, that prior to Church Services general conver-

sation should be kept muted as far as possible in order to enable those who wish to do 

so to spend a few minutes in quiet contemplation prior to their worship. 

  

May we respectfully ask everyone to accede to this request.  Thank you. 

 

Cynthia Dunn 
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The Bible in English 
I recently came across this article in the back of my Bible: I didnôt know it was there! I 

found it interesting: I hope you do too. John Gough 

During the Dark Ages, a period in West-

ern Europe extending from the decade of 

classical culture in the 5th century to the 

beginning of mediaeval culture in the 11th, 

the Word of God was locked up in the 

Latin tongue, which was unknown to the 

people. In England, Latin was the lan-

guage of the church and the scholar. It is 

not to be wondered at, therefore, that 

some efforts should be made to translate 

the scriptures to the vernacular of the peo-

ple. In keeping with this spirit and pur-

pose, portions of the Bible were translated 

into Saxon and Anglo-Saxon by several 

scholars between 706 and 995, the Psalms 

and Gospels usually being selected. 

Caedmon a humble Anglo-Saxon cow-

herd, is credited with first introducing the 

Bible into the English language. The leg-

end is that Caedmon, a lay-brother in an 

abbey where the brothers were called on 

to sing after the evening meal, always fled 

to the stable because he could not sing. 

On one such occasion he fell asleep and 

dreamed that One stood by him and said: 

“Caedmon, sing me a song.” Caedmon 

replied, “Lord, I cannot sing; it was for 

that reason I left the feast.” 

“Nevertheless,” he said,    “ Thou canst 

sing to Me.” “What must I sing?” And he 

said, “Sing of the beginning of created 

things.” 

Caedmon started to sing, and so beautiful 

was his song that when Lady Hilda of the 

abbey heard it, she instructed the priest to 

tell other Bible stories to Caedmon who 

then sang them in the Anglo-Saxon of his 

day. Thus Caedmon’s paraphrases became 

the earliest form of the Bible in English. 

Some 50 years later Venerable Bede, the 

outstanding ecclesiastical scholar of early 

England, translated the Lord’s Prayer 

into Anglo-Saxon and wrote commentar-

ies on many books of the Bible. Anxious 

that the common people might have the 

Bible in their own tongue instead of 

Latin, he started to translate the Gospel 

of John. There is a beautiful story told 

that on the Eve of Ascension Day in 735 

even as the great man lay dying, he con-

tinued to dictate to his disciple. When 

Ascension morning dawned there re-

mained only one chapter to be finished. 

The boy did not want to press the master, 

but Bede would not stop. “It is easily 

done; take thy pen, and write quickly.” 

As the sun was going down, the boy re-

minded him, “There is yet one sentence 

unwritten, dear master.” “Write it 

quickly,” was the answer. “It is finished, 

now.” Requesting his companion to lay 

him on the floor of his cell, he repeated 

the Gloria and died. 

No copy of Bede’s Gospel remains, but 

his work represents the beginning of the 

English translations. In the next two cen-

turies there followed such Anglo-Saxon’s 

versions as King Alfred’s Psalter and 

Aelfric’s Old Testament in the language 

of the common people. 

At that time, as in all earlier ages, writing 

of every description had to be done labo-

riously by hand. All originals of the 

scripture, therefore, appeared in manu-

script form, written on papyrus and other 

perishable materials.  

The price of manuscript Bibles was al-

most prohibitive. For instance, in the 

reign of Edward 1 of England (in 1250) 

the price of a fairly written bible was 

about £90. At the same time, the hire of a 

labourer was a couple of pence a day.  
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The first whole Bible in English was trans-

lated by Wycliffe and Nicholas de Here-

ford about 1380, and manuscript copies of 

this work are in existence in many librar-

ies. The entire translation was republished 

at Oxford in four handsome quartos in 

1850. In the year 1429, a copy of Wye-

cliffe’s New Testament in manuscript cost 

something over £100. 

The whole Bible was never translated into 

Anglo-Saxon. Caedmon of Whitby (d.676) 

made a metrical paraphrase of Genesis 1, 

which he called the “Origin of Things”. 

Venerable Bede (672 – 735) translated the 

Lord’s Prayer and the Gospel of John into 

Anglo-Saxon. 

An interlinear translation into Anglo-Saxon 

of the four Gospels in Latin was made by 

Aldred about AD 900. 

Alfred the Great (849-901) prefixed an An-

glo-Saxon translation of the Ten Com-

mandments and selections from Exodus 

21, 22, 23 to his Book of Laws. 

After the Norman conquest in 1066, con-

siderable portions of the Bible were trans-

lated, chiefly in metrical form. 

The earliest rendering of any book of scrip-

ture into English prose was a translation of 

the Psalms by William of Shoreham, about 

1327. 

 In 1382-3 a version of the Bible was made 

from the Vulgate by John Wycliffe (1324-

1384) aided by his friend Nicholas de 

Hereford, who translated a large part of the 

Old Testament. A revised version of Wy-

cliffe’s Bible was made in 1388, four years 

after Wycliffe’s death, by his helper John 

Purvey. 

In 1484 William Tyndale was born. With 

his labours in translating the scriptures, the 

direct history of the English Bible begins. 

Tyndale’s New Testament was begun in 

Cologne in 1525 and was finished at 

Worms in 1525 or 1526. In 1534 he pub-

lished at Antwerp a revised edition, with a 

translation of extracts from the Old Testa-

ment. In 1530 his translation of the Penta-

teuch appeared and in 1531 the book of 

Jonah. 

Miles Coverdale’s version in 1535 was 

the first publication of the whole Bible in 

English. It is not, strictly speaking, an 

original version, but a compilation from 

the Vulgate, Tyndale’s, Luther’s  the Ger-

man-Swiss version of Zurich and 

Pagninus’s Latin. 

Matthew’s Bible was published in 1537. 

The name Matthew is a pseudonym for 

John Rogers, the real author who was the 

first martyr in Queen Mary’s reign. 

Rogers was born about 1500 and burned 

alive in 1555 at Smithfield. 

In 1539 a revised edition of Matthew’s 

Bible was published by Richard Taverner 

(1505-1575) a layman. 

A Great Bible – so called because of its 

size, being 15 inches long and 9 inches 

wide – appeared in 1539. 

The Geneva Bible was published in 

1560.It was the work of eminent scholars 

exiled from England by the persecutions 

which raged during the reign of Mary. 

Among these were John Knox, the Scot-

tish reformer; Miles Coverdale, the ex-

perienced translator; and William Whit-

tingham, Calvin’s brother-in-law. 

The version known as the Bishop’s Bible 

was published in 1568. Its promoter was 

Archbishop Parker, who, with eight bish-

ops, several deans and professors highly 

reputed for learning, set themselves to 

produce, “One other special Bible for the 

churches.” 

The Rhemish version of the New Testa-

ment is an English translation published 

in 1582 at Rheims in France. It was exe-

cuted by Roman Catholic scholars. This 

version, and a revised edition of the 

Rhemish Testament, constituted the Douai 

Bible. 
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The Authorised ( King James’) version was 

published in 1611, the product of 47 schol-

ars appointed by James 1. Seven years were 

spent on this classic, which has exerted a 

tremendous influence on the English lan-

guage and literature. 

The Revised Version (British 1881) was a 

revision of the King James version. The 

American Standard Version (1901) based on 

the British revision was adapted by the 

American committee of that work. 

The current Revised Standard Version 

(RSV) is a revision of the American 

Standard Version and was first pub-

lished complete in 1952. It is the prod-

uct of 32 American scholars, assisted 

by an advisory committee representing 

50 cooperating denominations. 

The New English Bible. Leading Brit-

ish  protestant scholars joined in mak-

ing this translation. The New Testa-

ment was published in 1961 and the 

complete Bible in 1966. 

(You will, no doubt, realise that this is 

not a complete list. JG)  

St Catwg’s Lichgate Cross 

The observant members of the congregation will have noticed that the Celtic Cross 

that stood proudly on top of the Lichgate is no more. The Lichgate was erected in 

1944 and, so I understand, the cross was fixed to the top at that time. Weather and 

probably other corrosion have taken their toll and the cross has 

looked somewhat the worse for wear for some time. But that will 

change! A new Celtic Cross in green oak and treated with linseed 

has been ordered from a specialist craftsman. We are told that the 

cross will last for 100 years! Perhaps one of our readers will take 

the responsibility of checking the accuracy of that claim. 

Interestingly, it took our roofer about two hours to remove the 

cross, that was bedded in a cradle of lead , from the roof of the 

Lichgate. 

JG 

St Catwg’s Choir Member to Wed 
Miss Doreen Lee announced to  delighted choir members on Easter Sunday that 

she is to marry on 17 July.  The lucky man is Ken Tucker who is a member of a 

Methodist Church in Rumney and it is hoped that after their marriage they will  be-

come regular members in both churches; that way Doreen will 

not be lost to us. 

In her professional life, Doreen was a Hospital Ward Sister and 

those of you who have attended the Malcolm Sargent Cancer 

Care for Children concerts in St David’s Hall will have seen her 

amidst the sopranos in her blue uniform; she was a founder 

member of that choir and sang in it until recent years, when trou-

blesome hips prevented her climbing the steep steps. In the last 

year or so she has had both hips replaced  and you can see her 

now bounding out of her red Hyundai and skipping up the path to the church: good 

practice for 17th July.  

I am sure I speak for all our readers in wishing Doreen and Ken every happiness in 

their marriage. Photos next month and in September? 
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Ted was driving down the street in a 

panic because he had an important 

meeting and couldn’t find a parking 

place. Looking toward heaven, he said: 

“Lord, take pity on me. If you find me a 

parking place, I will go to Mass every 

Sunday for the rest of my life and give 

up whisky.” 

Miraculously, a parking place appeared. 

Ted gulped hard, and prayed again: 

“Never mind, Lord, I found one.” 

 

 

The Baptist preacher finished his ser-

mon, led the last hymn, and proceeded 

to the back of the church to shake hands 

as the congregation left. After shaking a 

few adult hands he came upon a 7-year 

old son of one of the deacons of the 

church. 

“Good morning, Jonathan,” the preacher 

said as he reached out to shake Jona-

than’s hand. As he was doing so he felt 

something in the palm of Jonathan’s 

hand. “What’s this?” 

“Money,” said Jonathan with a big smile 

on his face, “it’s for you!” 

“I don’t want to take your money, Jona-

than,” the preacher protested. 

“I want you to have it,” said Jonathan.   

“ My daddy says you’re the poorest 

preacher we have ever had, and I want 

to help you.”  

…………………………………………. 

 

The easiest way to find something lost 

around the house is to buy a replace-

ment. 

You don’t stop laughing because you 

grow old … you grow old because you 

stop laughing. 

A penny saved is a government over-

sight. 

He who hesitates is probably right. 

If you can smile when things go 

wrong, you probably have someone in 

mind to blame. 

How long a minute is depends on 

which side of the bathroom door you 

are on. 

Dogs have owners; cats have staff. 

Play with words 

 

Yawn: a honest opinion openly ex-

pressed. 

 

Adult: A person who has stopped grow-

ing at both ends and is now growing in 

the middle. 

 

Cannibal: Someone who is fed up with 

people. 

 

Committee: A body that keeps minutes 

and wastes hours. 

 

Dust: Mud with the juice squeezed out. 

 

Egoist: Someone who is usually       

me-deep in conversation. 

An infants’ school teacher was walking 

around her class observing her pupils 

drawing. Stopping at one diligent little 

girl, she asked what she was drawing. 

“I’m drawing God,” came the reply. 

“But no one knows what God looks like,” 

responded the teacher. 

“They will in a minute,” replied the little 

girl. 
How do you get Holy Water? 

You boil the hell out of it. 
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