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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH

VICAR
The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318

SUNDAY SERVICES

St. Catwgodés Church, Pentyrch

8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist (4Sunday only)
9.00a.m. Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
6.00p.m. Evensong
St . Davidos Church Groesfaen
8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {ISunday only)
10.30a.m. Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
St Ellteyrnés Church Capel Ll anilltern
10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist

Creigiau Church Hall
10.30a.m. First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion

WEEKDAYS

St . Cat wgHbly Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
St . Davi dHoly Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m.
Other services as announced

SUNDAY SCHOOL

St. Cat wgl®.80am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in
the month)

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Articles for the magazine can benkailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the
month. You can also contact e 029 20891721
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From the Vicarage Window

Dear Friends credoi | believe.

The news in recent weeks has been of the At any time, on any day, we may find

world wide financial crisis linked to the  that our faith as Christians is challenged

Icelandic banking collapse and we have 1 there is the temptation that might fall

heard of vast sums of money involved.  our way: the moment when we could

The crisis has sent shivers throughout the find ourselves letting down God and

financial world and has been felt in this  other people; the choices we may be

and other countries. It has had repercus- faced with about compromising our

sions for nations, governments, local au- Christian standards; that wrong thought

thorities, councils, financial institutions,  or statement made in haste or anger

bank businesses, commercial industrial lif which we regret; our failure to serve

as well, of course, families and individuals others as we should.

I a very worrying time for so many people

in so many countries. Our thoughts and Day by day we have many opportunities

prayers are with all who have been affecteto witness to our Lord, to show to others

by these circumstances and it is hoped thiwhat a difference our Faith makes to us

the governments of the nations can work in our lives. Each moment of decision

together to bring relief and recovery in i's a o6crunchdé moment

very worrying times. as followers of our Lord is put to the
test and we pray tha

The South Wales Echo reported that three may guide and strengthen us, that we

out of four people in Cardiff fear that the may serve Him and others faithfully day

credit crunch, as the crisis has been calle(by day as we prepare to embark on a

will harm their health. Researchhasre- new Chur chds year on

vealed that nine out of ten peopleexpect t hi s mont hds end.

their levels of stress and worry to increase

because of the credit crisis whilst seventy We pray for the vision and guidance of

five per cent feel concerned aboutariseiGoddés Holy Spirit fo

stress related illnesses. sponsibility it is to resolve the financial
crisis and deal with it as it affects the

The use of the t er nlivesofotherstobring as much reliefas n

financial crisis made me think of another possible and, of course, we pray for all

kind of credit crunch which can come to u:whose lives and livelihoods have been

as church folk in our day to day lives as affected in any way and for an end to

Christians. anxiety.

|l n the dictionary tYourfriendand Vicar can
mean 6a sum placed Sspos
in the books of a LtJohnW Binny O ca
mean Obeliefo or t g tin



FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Holy Baptismin Gr aft ed i nto t he
St. Catwgbés Church

October & William Howie Roberts

St. Davidos Church
October 12 David Alexander Evans
Holy Matrimony A That they may
St. Catwgbés Church

September 20 Gareth John Lewis and
Louise Christine Edwards

Funerals AMay they rest in peacebo
St Catwgds Church *
September 22 Sarah Hann

St Davidodos Church

October &' Edward Windsor (Sam) Llewellyn

October & Christopher William David John

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our sympathy and prayers are
for their loved ones.

Sarah Hanfi grew up in the Rhondda and came to live in Pentyrch seventy years
ago. She was the mother of eleven children and haekidtyt grandchildren and
greatgrandchildren and one gregiteatgrandchildi remembering each one of them
on their birthday all were devoted to her as she was to them. Sarah was an excel-
lent cook, dressmaker, painter and decorator, housewife and teacher and enjoyed
meals out, crossword puzzles, gardening and shopping trips.

Edward Llewellyni know as Sam worked locally at Gellen Farm and Hendy
Quarry and finally at Hensol Castle as a gardener. He loved rugby, all sports and car
racing, he also enjoyed going to agricultural shows. He loved his sister and family as
they did him.
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Christopher Johin was well known as an estate agent in Cardiff and had a number
of interests. He was very close to his family as they were to him and gave and re-
ceived so much love.

You can shed tears that she has gone, or you can smile because she has
lived.

You can close your eyes and pray that she'll come back, or you can open
your eyes and see all that she has left.

Your heart can be empty because you can't see her, or you can be full of the
love you shared.

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday, or you can be happy
for tomorrow because of yesterday.

You can remember her and only that she has gone, or you can cherish her
memory and let it live on.

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back, or you can
do what she would want.

Smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

This poem was read at the funeral of Mi
Hann, who was 93 years of age, was well known in Pentyrch.

CONFIRMATION 1 Change of date!
Service to be held i n S 0

(@)
w

As we go to press we learn that because the Archbishop has to

meeting with other Archbishops in London, as a member of the | .,

mate Standing Committee and the Assistant Bishop is not free that evening, the Llan-
daff Deanery Confirmation has been changed to Thursd®edember at 7.30 p.m.
Please alter your diaries now as we hope there will be a large number of parishioners
present to support those who are being confirmed.

The Confirmation takes place during the Holy Eucharist and the newly confirmed

will receive Holy Communion for the first time during the service in the presence of
rest of the congregation. The Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, the Rt. Rev. Dr. David
Yeoman will take the service, which will be followed by refreshments. The newly
confirmed and their families, together with members of the congregation will be able
to meet the Bishop.

There will be other candidates confirmed from elsewhere in the deanery, so please
come along to welcome them, their families and fellow parishioners.

FINANCIAL GRANT
We are grateful to Pontyclun Community
Groesfaen a grant of £200. 5




PARISH ADVENT FELLOWSHIP LUNCH

The Parish Advent Fellowship Lunch this year will be held on
Sunday 7 December in the Parish Hall.

A faith or fellowship meal depends on everyone equally sharing not only the meal but
the joy as we prepare for the worship and celebrations at the festival of Christmas.

Each individual family/friendship group is asked to sign a list in the church to bring a
contribution to the meal. The number in each family or group is noted to ensure food
and places are prepared for everyone. From 12.30 orf' thecember we arrived at
the hal/l bringing part of the prepared
tributions makes the meal and the occasion complete.

Please come and join us and make the 2008 Lunch another very successful occasion.
If you miss the list, please contact Andrew and Sue Dodd on 20891736. Frances and
Robin Simpson on 20891165 for further details.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING AT CAPEL LLANILLTERN
Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist at St.
Sharing in the service were the Rev. Barbara John and Mr Victor Steele, who nor-
mally lead worship on the first and second Sundays of the month, and we are, of
course grateful to them for this.
The familiar Harvest hymns were sung heartily by all present accompanied by Miss
Anne Thomas, whom we thank for enhancing our worship. Following the service re-
freshments were enjoyed in the Church Hall with the fellowship shared in church
continued in a less formal way.

CHRISTMAS CRACKER —~

A Christmas Cracker Fayre for the Parish of Pentyrch will be held atﬁzo )
p.m. on Saturday 22November in the Parish Hall in Creigiau. AU \\%‘\
Please enter the date in your diaries and make it widely known. All offe)\\v ;

of help would be most welcome, as would contributions for the various 4"
stalls. If anyone can run a stall, we should be delighted to hear from you! =
Proceeds are for the Parish Hall.

Despite the splendid news about the grant for the roof, it is important of course, to
continue raising funds to enable running costs to be met to maintain the Hall during
the year and keep the fees charged to hirers as low as possible.

Offers of help and raffle prizes for the event should contact Alison Woodley
(02920891800) or the Vicar

When Insults Had Class

"He uses statistics as a drunken man uaeg-posts... for support rather than illumi-
nation."- Andrew Lang (1844912)

"He has Van Gogh's ear for musie.Billy Wilder
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War Graves in St Catwgods Ch
David Pendlebury writes on the visit from representatives of the National War
Graves Commissioner.

When | eaving St Catwgdés Church recent|
ing to a grave. They told me they were from the Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission and were carrying out their regular maintenance of the three war graves in
St Catwgds cemetery.

The scale of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission's commemorative task in
the countries that saw the worst of the fighting during the two world wars is well
known. The practice of nerepatriation of the dead established during the First
World War meant that Commonwealth servicemen and women who died on active
service abroad were buried there, alongside their comrades, for the most part in
specially constructed war cemeteries now cared for by the Commission. Images of
these cemeteries and memorials in Europe, North Africa and the Far East are famil-
lar to all and have come to represent the most widely recognised face of the Com-
mission's work.

The significance of the 'home' countries (that is the Commission's member coun-
tries: Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, South Africa and the United King-
dom) as places of commemoration for the Commonwealth's war dead is, however,
less widely appreciated and it will surprise many to learn that the United Kingdom,
with well over 300,000, is second only to France, the scene of intense fighting in
both wars, in terms of numbers commemorated. More than a third of this total can
be accounted for by the commemoration of missing naval and air force casualties,
but the greater part of the balanamore than 170,000 casualtiesave known and
marked graves. These are the service men and women who died at home and in
military hospitals of wounds, sickness and disease, or in training accidents and air
raids. For most of these casualties the United Kingdom was their home, and, as
wartime service burials for those who died in their home country were not rigor-
ously regulated, they were laid to rest not in war cemeteries, but often in locations
chosen by their families. In all, there are Commonwealth war graves in almost
12,500 different locations throughout the United Kingdom. Of the 170,000 Com-
monwealth war casualties buried in the United Kingdom, more than 15,000 served
with the armed forces of the other Commonwealth nations. In addition, the Com-
mission cares for more than 10,000 war graves of other nationalities in the United
Kingdom (for example those of Czech, Dutch, German and Polish casualties) and
In many cases there are reciprocal agreements whereby the foreign governments
maintain some or all of the Commonwealth war graves in their countries.

Individual graves account for the great majority of war burials in the United King-
dom and are to be found in every conceivable type of burial ground, from a rural
chapel yard with a single war grave to municipal cemeteries with many hundreds.
The majority of these war graves are marked by the Commission's familiar standard
war pattern headstone though a significant number (over 30,000) are marked by
private memorials in accordance with the wishes of relatives at the time.
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National War Graves cont.
] was unaware of the war graves in St
website | have been able to establish that theyare:

x Private F J Smitherem, Army Service Corps, who died age 19 dFé&truary
1916. He was the son of TJ and Jane Smitherem of Funeye Cottage, Taffs Well
His grave is marked with a plain headstone bearing a round bronze plaque in-
scribed with his name and AHe died f

x Gunner Harold John Ernest Watkins, Royal Atrtillery, who died age 26 Bn 14
July 1946. He was the husband of Kathleen H Watkins of §r&lgrc, Pen-
tyrch. This grave is a standard Commission design.

x F/Lt Stanislaw Cielinski of the Polish Air Force, killed on active servic8 18
April 1943, age 24. This is a family grave, maintained on behalf of the Polish
Authorities.

This last person is weknown in Pentyrch. Mr Don Llewellyn recalls, in issue 6 of
the Garth Domain, attending the wedding of Stanislaw Cielinski and Freda, a Pentyrcl
village beauty, during the last war. He was a Wolf Cub at the time! Stanislaw was a
flying instructor at St Athan and would fly his trainiptanes over the village and drop
messages in tiny envelopes exquisitely decorated with painted coloured flowers anc
hearts around the edges. These would be gathered up and delivered to Freda by the \
lage boys. Eight months after the wedding Stanislaw came down in the Irish Sea ant
was killed.

Now we know about these graves we will place poppies on them on Remembrance
Sunday. nWe wi | | remember t hemo.

David Pendlebury
Private Smitherem and F/Lt Cielinski are remembered on the Pentyrch War Memorial

REMEMRANCE SUNDAY

A Remembrance Sunday Service for the area covered by Pentyrch Community Council
will be held at 3 p.m. on Sunda{f Slovember at the War Memorial in Pentyrch, near the
former Horeb Chapel and the Lewis Arms.

The service will be conducted by the Vicar and will end with a short wreath laying cere-
mony at the War Memorial.

Everyone is of course very welcome to attend and to remember and give thanks for all
who have given their lives in warfare and pray for all still suffering and bereaved, as wel
as for peace.

My grandpa started walking The advantage of exercising every day
five miles a day when he was 60.. | is so when you die, they'll say,

Now he's 97 years old '‘Well, she looks good doesn't she

and we don't know where he is. .
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Harvest Thanksgiving in Pentyrch Parish songs were accompaniec

. _ by the music group. \%M
Harvest Thanksgiving this year for the i

Parish of Pentyrch was celebrated in St. e hall was decorated ,’/’[\
i

Davidos Church, Gr i flowers and vegeta- ik
were presented at t_he altar and blessed p|ag put also included a number of splen-
the Vicar at the Parish Euchaiisa warm ;g |goking scarecrows made by the

and friendly service at which the Vicar  cgigiau Beavers, together with one from

spoke about how the flowers, fruit and  {he Brownies. We thank the young peo-
vegetables and other produce so splen- 6 for these, which provided the Vicar

didly decorating the church and brought yith 4 visual theme for his address which

to the altar, remind us of how important ;55 pased on the parable of the sower.
I s to be thankful d

care for each one of us, for all He gives £qowing the service there was a chance
us, as well as for the work of all whosufy o meet and en oy ea

ply our needs. Such_ presentation of gifts 5\ar coffee and refreshments.
show our love for Him and for others.

—

gi

_ c Many thanks to all who prepared the
Later in the day Evensong was held at < y5)1."to Muriel Gough and her team for

Davi dos when we We freshments and all who contributed in
preacher, the Rev. Mark Preece, Rector any way towards the service. Special

Canton and Area Dean of Cardiff, who  hanks to Frances Simpson for the flower
gave a very thoughtful_ and meanmgful arrangement, the Music Group for play-
Harvest address. During the service St. ing, to Sue Dodd for producing the hymn

Cat wgos Choli r sanggneets, and Andrew Davies for the on €
Praise our T@e®xtl®yn dgyeen presentations.
Henry William Baker, based on John Mil

ton, with music by Richard Lloyd. Cano yany thanks to all who helped distribute
Jack Buttimore led the prayers and the ha produce which was gratefully re-
service was conducted by the Vicar. ceived.

Many thanks to Sue Hall and her team f a¢ the time of writing we look forward to
decorating St. DaVeparishFamily Eucharist Service ohd 0 S
Choir for leading the singing in St. Sunday ¥ November (All Souls Day)

Davi dos together Wgnggapresentation by the members of the

_(Choirmaster) and Jane Williams for pla Sunday School on Sunday) December.
ing the organ.

_ _ It is good to have members of the con-
The following week a happy and lively gregation of all ages actively participat-
Parish Family Harvest Service was held ing in the Parish Family Services. If

a full Church Hall with a number of fam"there any musicians that which to join

lies present. The service included the  {he music group, please contact Sue or

presentation of gifts and also readings a popgrew Dodd whose telephone number
prayers read by the young and adult me 5 o, the back cover of the magazine.
bers of the congregation. The hymns ar
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Record numbers attend the Harvest Supper.
Not since the times when St Catwgods and
Harvest Suppers have so many attended the delightful family occasion when people
meet together to celebrate the Thanksgiving of the Harvest with a hearty meal.
On Saturday 4th October, 93 parishioner
way into the Parish Hall in eager anticipation of an enjoyable evening. Some children
arrived about 40 minutes early with the adults they
brought along and waited patiently, chewing on sliced
| baguettes to stave off the pangs of hunger.
| The layout of the hall, with tables of six, down either

1 "B g carefully, as had the method of bringing people to the ta-
meal began ble to collect their food. It would have been very easy to
just announce ACome and get
around the central tables, with |l ong qu
until their table was called, and the distribution of the food was undertaken in a civi-
lised manner.
The food tables, with the meats at either end and the variety of salads looked ex-
tremely inviting, but, perhaps more importantly, the caterers had judged the supply of
food very accurately, and, where there
the plates.
Soon the empty dishes were whipped off, and the delectable, delicious and delightful
desserts were brought in to the obvious pleasure of the g
longer hungry) harvesters. Coffee and mints followed, le:
ing time for Andrew and Sue Dodd to bamboozle most wisE S
their quiz: a fitting end to a thoroughly enjoyable eveningglt”Sgass"«
There were so many people involved that to try and list tF. :
would, undoubtedly, mean some would be forgotten. So, S
big AThank youd to everyo- -~
mean that | cannot thank the main organisers individually,
and that must mean those responsible for food and the ticket sellers. To Margaret
Curran and Ann Angle for so ably organising and directing their team of cooks and
wor king so hard; to Margaret Pendl ebury
for asking so many people to attend, and receiving such a positive response. As both
Margaret and Jean have said, so many thanked them for asking. Is there a message
there that can be applied in other ways as well?
John Gough

=

Before the

Help! My rabbit's got the wrong ears

Police in Scotland have urged the public to stop dialling 999 foremaargencies.

Chief Inspector Alan Stewart, of Central Scotland police, said a woman dialled 999
to complain that the rabbit she'd just bought did not have floppy ears, and two callers
phoned to complain they'd just been splashed by cars in wet weather
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This month David Webb visitSalisbury

Cathedrald the cathedral with a beautiful
spire.

floorplan traced out on the ground, and a

= R few fragmentary basal remains of the
Most of our ancient cathedral churchy, 51 | s . But these, t
have developed over several hundiimpressions, are sufficient to give a good

years. They typically started as quijdea of how the building would have ap-
small buildings with later additions cpegred.

alterations being made to reflect growit

demands on theiinor simply to increasé The new cathedral was built alongside
their grandeur. That is why we so ofttthe River Avon, on land with such a high
find a mix of architectural styles, differyater table that the foundations are,
ent coloured stonework, and intern amazingly, only four feet deep so no
walls which look as though they shou crypt in this cathedral. It stands majesti-
be external. We can see this very clea ca|ly at the centre of what must surely be
every time we enter Llandaff Cathedrihe most fabulous Cathedral Close in
and compare the striking and elegant p gritain, covering some 80 acres. Like
pitum arch with its roundieaded former Prime Minister, Sir Edward
neighbour behind the high altar. IHeath, | would happily live out my re-
space, they are some 80 feet apart;tirement therei if | could afford the
time, 800 years. multi-million pound house prices! This
_ _ _ _ vast sea of green makes the church ap-
The story at Salisbury is a little differen pear quite compact. In reality, though, it

A cathedral was founded here in tlis 473 feet long, making it one of our lar-
eleventh century. And it developed aiger cathedrals.

grew over the next 200 years. But tr
ended in 1220, when the Pope grans a | i sbur yés outstandi

the then BishopoOs course, its spire. There are currently twé® N
tirely new building two miles away. lyjyals for the title of tallest building in
took around a hundred years to complicardiff. The roof of Capital Tower (the
I which sounds a long time until we rezformer Pearl Assurance House) is 262
ize that, even with twentiettentury feet above ground level, while that of
technology, the Anglican cathedral stadium House is a mere 256 feet. How-
Liverpool was begun in 1904 and neyer, the pinnacle added to Stadium
completed until 1978. House in 2002 takes its total height to
. 394 feet. But Salisbury Cathedral rises
The original cathedral was at Old Saru eyen higher; the top of its spire has stood
a hilltop township, which develope gt 404 feet since 1320 the spire on

around a castle to the north of Salisbu| jandaff Cathedral, incidentally, is less
The town has long disappeared, with than half that height.

sign remaining of the wooden house
while the castle is a picturesqueruin. /53| j sburyoés west fron
we have of Old Sarum cathedral are
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Salisbury Cathedral cont.

screen on which the clean lines of Ea carved in the perpendicular style.
English windows are admirably compls
mented by dozens of statues, many In the north quire aisle is displayed the
them still in very fine condition. We er original cross from the top of the spire.
ter through the cloisters, via a deep poiMade of iron, it was encased in copper
taking us into a tall vaulted nave, whicduring the eighteenth century, and not
Is made to appear even more lofty by tfinally brought down and replaced until
relative plainness of its architectur 1950. That means that this, now quite
Only at triforium level is there a littkb at t er ed, depi cti on ¢
more decoratioii perhaps indicating theknown symbol looked down on the
beginnings of a transition to the dec comings and goings at Salisbury Cathe-
rated style. Most of the windows havdral for a full six hundred years. Along-
clear glass, letting in plenty of light. side it is a less ancient relic from the
spirei the wind vane of 1762.
Opposite us, in the north aisle, is the |
stored mechani s m Alittle further along this aisle, we reachl i e -
val clock. Dating from 1386, it is almosthe entrance to the Morning Chapel,
certainly the oldest working clock in thcontaining two altars, one dedicated to
world. A little further along this aisle St Martin of Tours and the other to St
our attention is caught by a plague co Catherine of Alexandria. A modest
memorating Wiltshire men who fell duicarved stone font stands in front of St
ing the South African wars. Of beatteCat her i neods al tar, f
copper with decorative enamelling,itas er ves as the <cat hed]
peared to be unsigned but was, nonetdisplay at the back of the Morning
less, a quite magnificent example of AiChapel is a glass prism engraved by
and Crafts workmanship. Laurence Whistler with exquisite im-
ages of the cathedral and its surround-
During our visit (in February 2008), ings. It stands as a memorial to the art-
large area of the nave was temporati st 6s brother, Re x,
screened off for an archaeological cClose until his death in Normandy dur-
prior to the installation of a dramatiing World War II.
modern font designed by William Pyt
Photographs of the font were display Passing into the lengthy quire, we find
and | look forward to seeing it in situ athe earliest surviving set of choir stalls
my next visit to Salisbury. in Britain. Looking east, we see that
there is no reredos to the high altar; just
At the crossing is a large open area la delicate wrought iron screen infilling
neath the spire. From here, we can Icthe width of the arches. To its north
straight ahead into the quiiethere be- side is the perpendicular Audley Chan-
ing no screen. Behind a light screen try, accessed from the north quire aisle.
the north transept, the Chapel of St E
mund and St Thomas is the place :At the extreme eastern end is what, in
aside for private prayer. The scre most cathedrals, would be called the
dates only from the 1990s, but is weLady Chapel, but at Salisbury, the
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Salisbury Cathedral cont.

whole church is dedicated to the Blesshouse, where the fan vaulted roof is
Virgin Mary. So this area is termed tt supported on a single clustered central
Trinity Chapel and is now dedicated column. There is Victorian tiling on the
Prisoners of Conscience, which also forifloor and the whole area is well lit by its
the theme of the sombre but hopeful e large windows. A medieval stone frieze
window, installed in 1980. below the windows is carved with
scenes from Genesis and Exodus.
A door in one corner of the south transe
leads us out to the cloisters. Claimed to The chapter house now serves as dis-
the largest in Britain, their stonework is play space for the treasures of Salisbury
a transitional decorated style and most o Cathedral; and the most notable of these
has clearly been recently restoiiethdeed is one of only four surviving copies of
work was still under way in some bathe original 1215 edition of Magna
during our visit. From here, a short pe Carta.
sageway leads into the octagonal chay

Winners of the 100 club in October were:
Philip Bartle £34

Florence MacDonald £5

Wendy and Dave Price£5

gHDHU#NHHHHHHHHHHHNHHHHNHHhhhg

Songs of Praise/ Gymanfa Ganu
g Following the success of the Songs of Praise during the Anniver§&ry
Celebrations, it is been decided to hold another on Sunday 9 Noyem-
Jber at 6 p.m. Note the time, J§ p.

JJ magazine. JJ
dd This event can only be successful if there is a full church, so let & try
4J and fill every pew completely and let the rafters resound to hap

voices praising God in song. )
499343434343434343434343434343434303434343434393934343930343-

Nasreddin's Flower Garden

A young man named Nasreddin planted a flower garden, but when the flowers came
up so did a great crop of dandelions among them. Wishing to eliminate the unwanted
guests, Nasreddin consulted with gardeners near and far, but none of their solutions
worked.

Finally, Nasreddin travelled to the palace of the sheik to seek the wisdom of the
royal gardener himself. But, alas, Nasreddin had already tried all the methods the
kind old man recommended to him for eradicating such troublesome weeds.

Silently they sat together for a good long time. At last, the royal gardener looked at
Nasreddin and said, 'Well, then, the only thing | can suggest is that you learn to love
them.'
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Dates for your Diary:

Advent Carol Service Sunday 30 November i n St Cat
Many people say they look forward to this service more than the Christmas Carol
Service. It is certainly an uplifting service that helps us focus in readings and music

on the events leading to Christmas. The format is the same as the Christmas Carol
Service, readings, music and prayer.

The Pentyrch Village Carol Service will take place on Tuesday 16th December at

7 p.m.

Parish candlelight Car ol Service, Monda
Church. Refreshments and mince pies will be served afterwards.

A Musical Evening featurindlwyn Mellor, soprano and Mark Oldfield, baritone,
will be held onSaturday 10" January in the Parish Hall, Creigiau at 7.30 p.m

Further details will follow, but please put this date in your diary. We are most grate-
ful to Al wyn of St. Davidos and Mar k Ol

The Gunpowder Plot
We can't let November go without some comment. Have you ever wondered what hap-
pened to the gunpowder in the Gunpowder Plot, BriN@vember
16057 The gunpowder ‘from out the vault of the Parliament House' was
transported to the Tower of London. Here it was deposited in 'His Maj-
esty's Store within the Office of Ordnance’, not far from Guy Fawkes'
cell, The gunpowder was described in the official receipt in the Deben-
ture Book of the Royal Ordnance as having been ‘laid and placed for
the blowing up of the said house (Parliament) and the destruction of the
King's Majesty, the nobility and commonality there assembled' , Together with a couple
of crowbars, eighteen hundredweight of powdas received.
The powder was further officially described as 'decayed’ (i.e. it was old powder which
had been kept too long and the components had started to separate so that it would nc
longer explode.) The danger to the king and all the rest had not been so great after all.
The powder would not have exploded anyway' If it had been in good condition, the ef-
fect would have been catastrophic, In an article in New Scientist in November 2003, it
was reported that experts from the University of Wales estimated that severe structural
damage would have been sustained by buildings up to half a kilometre away. The ex-
plosion would have destroyed Westminster Abbey and undermined buildings as far
away as Whitehall, the site of Downing Street today.
The conspirators didn't seem to have much luck with the stuff. Trying to escape and
carrying gunpowder for their own weapons in an open cart, they were caught in a No-
vember rainstorm. Somebody had the bright idea of trying to dry it in front of an open
fire. When the inevitable happened many of them were badly burnt, and all were cap-
tured soon after.
Gunpowder is no longer made in the British Isléise last factory was closed soon af-
ter the Second World Wamow it all comes from eastern Europe and China.
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The Psalms

Essentially, the psalms are a cotien of lyric poems arising from an encoun-

ter with God and which continue to lead people in every age into an encounter
with him. The psalms are of many kinds, including hymns of praise;
‘enthronement’ psalms to do with the reign of God; 'royal' psalms which cele-
brate the kingship of his anoed; psalms which celebrate God as the Lord of
Zion,; psalms which are prayers in time of trouble; those which ¢otesthe
laments of the individual;, and psalms which are songs of thanksgiving (either
of the community or of individals). When one considers this variety and the
depth of meaning in the psalms, it is no wonder that St Paul commended
"psalms, hymns and spiritual songs" to the Christians at Colossae.

The spiritual life of the earthly Jesus appears to have been nourished by the
language of the psalms. At his baptism, his vocation as the Messiah and Ser-
vant of the Lord was confirmed by qubtas from Psalm 2 and Isaiah 42.
The hymn which he sang with his apostles at the Last Supper was probably
one or more of the psalms of praise known asH#léel (113-118). In the ag-

ony of the cross, Jesus meditated upon Psalm-22tyy God, my God, why

have you fosaken me?* and, according to St Luke's Gospel, it was with
words from another psalm (31) upon his lips that he died.

Psalms have been at the heart of Christian worship throughout Church history
and, indeed, have been at the heart of Jewish worship for centuries before the
Church was born. The use of the psalms sequentialycourse* originated

in Egyptian monasticism and was to be found in successiv®rediof the

Book of Common Prayer. A selective use of psalms in thealed "cathedral

use" is attested in the early Church and continues to the present (as, for exam-
ple, in the late evening office of Compline).

Psalms are, of course, an integral part of worship in

Morning and Evening Prayer and in the Holy Communion; importantly, new
ways of singing the psalms are currently being explored for use in the Church
of Ireland. The psalms are uniquely powerful and, indeed, have contributed in
remarkable ways to the development of people's own private and personal
spirituality down through the ages.

From the Church of Ireland Gazette

FOR OUR PRAYERS
We have received a number of names to be remembered on SthNayé@mnber
( AIl'I Soul 6s Day) when the faithful dep:

If you wish anyone to be remember by name in church at any time, please let the
Vicar now. This would include anyone who is ill or who has died or the anniversary

of a death.
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CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINES

Can you say 'no'?
A FEW supermarkets now have checkouts without sweets on offer so that parents can
cope more easily with their children's demands. Many children seem to buy or expect
sweets on their way home from school. We tend today to spoil our children. This lack
of discipline becomes a kind of bribery on the part of parents. There is, after all, a lot
of sense in the old adage 'no sweets between meals'. What sort of discipline do we ob-
serve with our families? Two issues are involved with the sweet problem: tooth decay
and inability to exercise discipline. How many sets of artificial teeth can be avoided,
and how much willingness to accept the parents 'no’, can be learnt, if simple disci-
plines can be used in the early years? We are too soft today and too afraid of harming
children. This can result in harsh arguments and complete loss of authority in the
teens. Parents make their own beds and have to sleep on them.
The odd thing is that so few of us realise that children are not going to suffer at all if
they are refused this and that. Parental authority is a showing of love. Where is the
child who does not prefer the teacher who can control the class from one who allows
chaos. Discipline given and received becomes part of a proper way of life for the
young. They learn to accept 'no' as an edict from authority. They regard it as part of
their childhood training. Christian parents today need to exercise these disciplines.
Force and argument are not necessary. It is the loving concern that matters. | speak
from experience. We had four children under the age of six and we learnt how neces-
sary these disciplines are. Moreover toapbe exercised in love, even if love seems
harsh at times.
Be able to say 'no’, up to the age of eleven. After that use your skills in explanation,
persuasion and firmness. Then in the teens you will find that it is a matter for negotia-
tion. The father / son syndrome in the Lockhead family in Eldorado is to be avoided
at all costs. Disciplines have eventually to beepted in life, and the earlier we be-
gin the better. It is never too early to say 'no’, and it is never too late to love and pray.
N.W.G.

Reproduced frorAbba Immaa miscellany of pieces for the Parish Magazine by Norman Goodacre, published by The
Canterbury Press

Bad idea
Making an oath to the Almighty is perhaps an unwise move unless
really arel00%sure of your facts, as a Chinese man called Xu fou®
out. Xu swore to God in front of friends in the southern city of Fuqir.
that he didn't owe money to his neighbour ... and was hit by lightnin
about60 seconds later.
Xu vowed that he had never borrows@0 yuan(£40)from his neighbour, Mr
Huang, three years earlier. "He borroviiD yuan three years ago from me for a
friend's marriage gift, but he has denied it ever since then," said Huang, who went to
Xu's home to demand his loan badktold him that if he dared to swear to God that
he didn't owe me the money, then | would waive his debt."
Xu made the oath and then got hit by the bolt from the blue. He was taken to hospital
where doctors confirmed he had been hit by lightning. He is, however, expected to

make a full recovery.
From The Sunday Times
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The Heavenly Grocery Shop!

| was walking down life's highway a long time ago. One day, | saw a sign that said,
"Heaven's Grocery Shop". As | got closer, the door opened wide, and when | came to
myself, | was standing inside, | saw a host of ANGELS. They were standing every-
where. One handed me a basket and said, "My child, shop with care". Everything a
Christian needed was in the Grocery Shop. And all you couldn't carry, you could
come back the next day for more.

First, | got some PATIENCE, and LOVE was in the same row. Further down was
UNDERSTANDING, you need that everywhere you go. T
| got a box of WISDOM, and a bag or two of FAITH. | couldn&." ‘
miss the HOLY GHOST because it was all over the place. £,
| stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help r 4
run this race.
By then my basket was getting full, but then | remembered s{&a™
GRACE. 4
| didn't forget SALV ATION, for SALVATION was free.
So | tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. &85 %
Then | went up to the counter to pay my grocery bill, because |

thought | had everything to do my MASTER' S will.

But as | went up the aisle, | saw a PRAYER and | just had to put that in, because |
know if | stepped outside | would run right into sin.

PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on the last shelf .

SONG and PRAISES were hanging near, so | just helped myself.

Then | said to the Angel, "How much do
everywhere you go".

Again | said "How much do | owe?" He smiled again and said, "MY CHILD, JESUS
PAID YOUR BILL A LONG, LONG TIME AGO.

JimBache

From the magazine of the Rectoral Benefice of Whichurch

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING

This montl@ coffee morning will be on Saturday 15 November.

Everyone is very welcome to come along and enjoy refreshments in tD
Parish Hall, Creigiau from 10.00 a.m. There will be a chance to win ce—————

raffle prize and some times there may be a stall. Proceeds for Hall Funds.

Anyone interested in having a stall should arrive shortly before 10.00 a.m.

During the morning the draw will be made for the 100 Club, though you do not have
to be at the Coffee Morning to stand a chance of winning. You pay just £1 a month or
£12 annually to enrol please contact Sheila Lloyd on 02920890136. \We are most
grateful to Sheila, all who donate raffle prizes and those who organise and cater for

the even. 17



Llandaff Cathedral Prayer

By kind permission of the Dean and Chapter Lord , Open our eyeS

Llandaff Cathedral Choral Societ to your presence,

our minds to hear
- .and Orchestra your words of love
Dominic Neville ~ Conductor John Cheer ~ Orgal

: - - and guidance, and
Haydn Missa Sancti NIiCOIe nhelp us to choose

. . : the life you offer udife in all
Brltten Samt NIChOlaS its fullness for strangers and
Tenor- Richard Butler ourselves, our families and our
friendsthat we might live in
peace, know joy and grow in
love. Amen.

Saturday 22 November 7.30 p.m.

Tickets:tickets@llandaffcathedralchoralsociety.org.uk
Garlands High 81, Llandaff 0292056312
Rowlands Musie High St Arcade 029 2022 1199

Concessions for students with NUS card, and fddign A n A ut umna | scene
Nave £12.0( Side aisles £8.0

ww=s= Church.

Our own Liz Toye will be the soprano soloist in this performance of the Haydn
Missa Sancti Nicolai. (A good reason to support the concert!). John Gough and
Madel eine Webb in St Catwgds have ticke

No idea

Who says our universities don't hone the nation's brightest minds? The Times Higher Educa-

tion Supplement’'s exam howlers competition has revealed depths of ingenious ignorance

even the system's most ambitious critic might have failed to anticipate. A student from St

Helens College of Art and Design Merseyside, asked to outline the importance of railways in

the 19th century, wrote: "The railways were invented to take the weight off the motorways."
Meanwhil e a student from Bath Spa University
Handmai d's Taleo as demonstrating, "how patr
still was an economics student at the City University in London who said Northern Rock's

collapse was due to "laxative enforcement policies".

The best was from Southampton:

"Control of infectious disease is very important in case an academic breaks out." That would

be a first, then.
From The Sunday Times
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