March 2009

The Magazine

of

The Parish of Pentyrch
with
Capel Llanilltern

—
Lent

wys Sant Cat wg: St
wys Dewil Sant: St
wys Sant Ellteyrn:

Price £1.00



THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH

VICAR
The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318

SUNDAY SERVICES

St. Catwgbs Church, Pentyrch

8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {4Sunday only)
9.00a.m. Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
6.00p.m. Evensong
St. Davidoés Church Groesfaen
8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {ISunday only)
10.30a.m. Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
St Ellteyrnés Church Capel Ll anilltern
10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist

Creigiau Church Hall
10.30a.m. First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion

WEEKDAYS

St . Cat wgHbly Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
St . Davi dHpoly Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m.
Other services as announced

SUNDAY SCHOOL

St. Cat wgl®.80am every Sunday in Church (except the first Sunday in
the month)

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE

By arrangement with the vicar

Articles for the magazine can benkailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the
month. You can also contact e 029 20891721
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From the Vicarage Window

Dear Friends tional Health Service Trusts have chap-
laincy teams. There is nothing wrong in

It was reported in the media recently thatirses praying with patients who have

a community nurse from West@uper asked them to.

Mare who carries out home visits was

suspended without pay by her employhis can lead us to think of an aspect of

ers, North Somerset Primary Care Trugiraying for and with others. In the Gar-

after offering to pray for a patient. Shd en of Get hsemane Je:¢

was told that she had failed to show peam not alone because the Father is with

sonal and professional commitment toe 0 . Some find that

equality and diversity. She had prevproblem solving. It is not prayer or the

ously been warned by the Trust after spéysician, faith or the surgeon, it is both:

gave a homenade prayer card to an eldwe strive for a combined force of medi-

erly patient. However, the nurse has noval and spiritual healing. A prayer for

been allowed to return to work. Thanother can help beyond our power to

Trust felt it was correct in investigatingg st i mat e . It does nc
the nurseds act i ontsloedbnotitell God anything.eBuitlit goesa w a
of the 1 mport anc e creafe a aituatian whkerevai pdrsoa hears |
| i ef . | t s st at e mthevoice®faSoddspedking to them. Taey c e
to offer spiritual support as part of carer e exposed to the i
when the patient dovekasdpbwer it 0.

Speaking to the Church Times the nurdgut greater than even observation and
a Baptist, who has received messageseaperience is the voice of the authority
support from a number of different couren these matters. Here the authority is

tries, I ncl udi ng Besus tChristn He remmaingl undsJaiable T
has said | can ask patients for prayarnd i ncontrovertible
within the boundaries of the care plashall ask anything in my name, | will do
which means | have to ask if they havet 6 (John 14, ver se
faith and spiritual needs and it they sdgr others, He practised intercession, He
0Yes 06, I can pr ay prfayed fot His rnwelaen dposteg,ehte g |

them Christian Li tpmyead toruHiseeaemies, He prayed for
Peter and in a passage in the letter to the

It is good that this nurse has been reebrews He is pictured as still praying.

instated. The Christian Ministry of Healdh He e v er l T ves to ma

ing looks after a person physically, meni-h e mo ( Hebr ews 7, Vel

tally and spiritually and it is quite propeHimself for us, in the very being of God.

to offer prayer. Many patients find that

prayer is a comfort when they are iAs we pray for others in Church, in a

which is one of the reasons why thesNgroup or by ourselves, we join ourselves



to them and c¢omme n dve darehatwvays happy &d prigileged to v e

and care, and those who are prayed fgray in church for anyone whom you

can draw much strength and comfort fronfieel needs our prayefis friends and

the fact that others care enough for thedamily etc, whether living in the parish

and, of course, that God in Jesus cares for not. Please let us know.

them Himself: this can give those who

are prayed for a new outlook on theiWe remember the words of St. Péul

lives, surrounded by so much love irhis letter to the Philippians (Chapter 4

Christ. verse 6) Aln everyth
supplication with thanksgiving, let

We thank God for all who work withHmy our r equests be mad

for the good of others, including those in

all aspect of the medical profession, antour friend and Vicar

continue to hold them in their prayéras John Binny

indeed we do for those whom they serve.

As has been said before in our magazine,

CONFIRMATION

Mrs Lynn Collings of St. Davidos Churct
St. Catwgdés in December. She undertoolk
firmed during the Eucharist in Christ Church, Radyr on Edhruary. It was

Bi shop David Yeomano6s | ast Confirmatior

Bishop of Llandaff. It was a very happy service with a most meaningful address by

Bishop David who put the candidates at ease and met them and their families later.
Thanks to the Rector, the Assistant Curate, Churchwardens and members of Christ
Church for their hospitality and of course to Bishop David.

Lynn shares some thoughts with us of her special evening and we remember her in
our prayers.

On Thursday 12 February | had the honour of being confirmed by Assistant Bishop
David Yeoman at Christ Church, Radyr. | had, unfortunately been unable to attend
the Pentyrch Parish Confirmation so Father John Binny kindly arranged for me to
attend the next available diocesan confirmation.

It was a wonderful experience that | will never forget. Three adults and six children
were confirmed and the mood was one of celebration as we all made our pledges
and took our first communion. Many thanks to my family and friends who supported
me, to Father John for his instruction and to the organisers at Christ Church, Radyr.
| now look forward to attending Church as a full member of the congregation.

Lynn Collingsi 15" February 2009



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2009

PALM SUNDAY 50 April

St . Davi doés Chur &hB0amGHoly EusHargste n
Parish Hall, Creigiau 10.30 a.m. Parish Family Eucharist

St. Catwgos Chur &.00p.mPSeviteyfrReddings and music
for the start of Holy Week

St . Ell eyrnods, Cd@m3® b m.lHblyaEudhdrist with hymns

Palm Crosses will be distributed at these services
HOLY WEEK 6" April i 10" April

Monday St. Cat wg 6 g 00 muidolycElcharist

Tuesday St . Davi do640.004am.r ¢dbly Eucharist

Wednesday St . Cat wg 06 40.004a.m.r ¢dbly Eucharist

Maundy Thur sday $.80p.mCa tHohgEuchari€ hnd YWattdh of
the Passion until 9.30 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY 10" April

St. Davidodéds Chur dnh00am. Liturgy and Devotions
St. Catwgodés Chur @B0p.m. Liturgy and Devotions
EASTER DAY 12" April

St. Catwgos Chur ®©bB0am. Sung Eucharist
6.00 p.m. Evensong

St . Davi doés Chur &bB0am. Holy Eucharist

10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist

St . Ell eyrnds Church Holy Eucharist
with hymns

Everyone is welcome at our services
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HOUSE COMMUNIONS

Any parishioners unable to be in church over Easter because of age or illness who
would wish to receive Holy Communion at home should please contact the Vicar as
soon as possible so that arrangements can be made in good time.

LENT STUDY GROUPS

A reminder of Lent Study Groups on Monday evening

during Lent at 7.30 p.m. in the Church
beginning on Monday" March.

As mentioned | ast month, we are foll ow
and Loved, with our thoughts | ed on ta

Durham, Christopher Jamison (Abbot of Worth) and Anne Atkins (novelist and
broadcaster) with each session closing with a reflection by the Methodist Minster,
Rev. Professor Frances Young. The former Archbishop of York, Dr. David Hope,
introduces the course. The five sessions are:

1. Believing and Trusting

2. The Peace of God

3. Faith into Love

4. The Greatest of These

5. All Shall be Well

Please come along if you can. The sessions are very relaxed and informal and in
previous years great fellowship and friendship has been shared as well as learning
from one another.

Indian Prayer

When | am dead,
Cry for me a little
Think of me sometimes,
But not too much.
Think of me now and again,
As | was in life
At some moments it's pleasant to recall,
But not for long.
Leave me in peace,
And | shall leave you in peace
And while you live,
Let your thoughts be with the living.

This poem was read at the Requiem Mass for a young man who died in tragic cir-
cumstances in the ice and snow in Leicestershire. He was the son of a friend and
former colleague. JG

"For every Wouréd the ointment is time"



FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funerals AMay they rest in pea
January 2% Lawson Robert Fisher

February 2nd Irene Elizabeth Thomas

February 8 Glyndwr Bevan Evans

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our sympathy and prayers
are with their loved ones.

Bob Fisher came to live in Parc Rhydlafar with his wife. He worked in the
Maskreys store and was a well known figure in table tennis in Wales. He was de-
voted to his family as they were to him

Betty Thomag worked at Craigy-Parc in service before it became a school. She
lived in Pentyrch for most of her life, enjoying walks and trips with the family to
whom she was devoted as they were to her.

Glyn Evang was a welknown resident of Pentyrch. He was a stonemason by
trade and also helped many people in various ways in the village. He was fond of
sport, particularly football and rugby, which he also played. He was devoted to his
family as they were to him.

FROM ADVENT TO EPIPHANY

A very special service took place on Candlemas Sunday Evening in the form of a
Meditation in Words and Music on the period from Advent to Epiphany.

The choir began the service by singing the Benedictus and then, following the Bid-
ding Prayer, the service proceeded with Bible readings, poetry, prayers, choral music
and congregational hymns to focus our t
year.

The choral music included works by John Stainer, Charpentier (arranged by
Rawsthorne) and Orlando Gibbons.

Many thanks to St. Catwgobés Choir, all
ganist and Choir Master for his preparation of the choir and orders of service.

If you want happiness for an hour take a nap. If you want happiness for a day go
fishing. If you want happiness for a month get married. If you want happiness for
a year inherit a fortune. If you want happiness for a lifetime, help someone else.
- Chinese proverb



Pentyrch celebrates with Canon Jack Buttimore
The celebrations for Canon Jackods 50t h a
continued in the Parish Hall with a social evening and presentation.
About 50 people assembled inthersw | endi d hal | awai ting C
When he entered, although he seemed to be his usual cheerful self, it transpired that he
had cut the top of his head on a cupboard door. This necessitated his seeing his GP five
times in the previous fortnight and being given strong antibiog
to overcome the infection that had resulted from the cut on
head. Most of his face had been affected and there was stil
dence of bruising. However,
special evening. Accompanied by his two daughters, arsiany,
and grandchild, Jack stood and listened to Vicar John listing§
clerical life before he entertained those present with some o
amusing events that had taken place during the 50 years of |
priesthood. The places at which Jack served appeared in las
mont hés magazine. There wer
from Canon JackOs previous
the celebration in December.
So with what was he presented ? A beautiful plate which fea tred
St Davidodéos Church, Groesfaen, where Jack
The plate was made at Rumney Potteries, Cardiff, by Robert and Pat Giles. Robert made
the plate and inscribed it, while Pat, his wife, created, in great detail, a picture of St
Davidoés Church.
Jack told us that when he retired, he felt lost, (not an unusual feeling!) and he took ser-
vices at a number of churches, but he did not feel at home in those as much as he did in
his St Davidodés Church, EIvy. However, whe
diately felt the warmth from the building and people that had been missing elsewhere,
and he went home and said to Jean that he had found the church that they could attend
and feel happy in, and so began a long and happy partnership. Unfortunately, Jean was
not well enough to be at the presentation, probably because she had done too much the
previous day; but Jack was able to take home the best wishes of the assembled parish-
ioners.
Then followed a tea party in pleasant company with good conversation as Jack toured
the tables, showing the plate and joining in the convivial atmosphere.
Finally, Canon Jack asked me to say a ve
presentation, with which he was delighted, to the people who had attended the celebra-
tory evening, and to all those parishioners he had worked with to make his retirement
(I1'dm sure that iIs not the right word!) s
From us to you, Jack, AThank yadahn@ongh cor

Easter fl owers at St Catwgos
As in previous years Betty Nixon will be collecting to buy flowers fo
Easter after the services on 8th, 15th and 22nd March. She thanks
advance for your support. :




RELIGIOUS TOPICS - HOPE

Hope, in the biblical sense, has been described as a desire accompanied by the
expectation of obtaining what is desired. In the Old Testament, it is at times asso-
ciated with a desire for health and prosperity, but, in the later books, it is con-
nected more with humankind's spiritual yearning; our true hope is not in riches,
but in God.

Hope in the sparing of a righteous 'remnant’ in the society of Israel was voiced by
many of the prophets and later there arose the expectation of a Messianic King-
dom- the "kingdom of God*" which was to be a fundamental theme in the mes-
sage of Jesus.

In the New Testament, hope is shown springing from the resurrection of Jesus.
This hope became a characteristic quality of the early Christians, in sharp con-
trast to the pervading despair of the pagan world, within which the early Church
bore witness to its faith. St Paul listed hope as one of the three basic qualities of
the Christian, along with faith and love, and declared that the hope of salvation
was a "helmet". He said that people were saved by hope and he described God as
"the God of hope".

In the life of the Church, there was always a looking back to what God in Christ
accomplished for humankind "once and for all". At the same time, there was a
looking forward to the consummation for which Christians hope. As has often
been said, Christians are suspended between theetiaotd the 'but already' of

the redemptive process.

Living, as we do, in the confidence engendered by our knowledge of what God
has done "for us and for our salvation", we live by faith and look forward in

hope. This recollection of the past and the looking to the future, whilst living in
the present, is well represented in the Lord's Supper, in which at the one and the
same time "we remember his passion and death, we celebrate his resurrection anc
ascension, and we look for the coming of his kingdom".

The note of hope is also to be found in the hymnody of the Church, as, for exam-
ple, in the hymn by Robert Bridges (182930), based on Joachim Neander
(1650680):

All my hope in God is founded; he doth still my trust renew.

Me through change and chance he guideth, only good and only true.

From the Church of Ireland Gazette

CANTORION CREIGIAU

Due to unforeseen circumstances Cantorion Creigiau is reluctantly unable to proceed
with the concert scheduled fof March in the Village Hall, Pentyrch.

PARISH CHURCH HALL UPDATE

During the February half term week insulation was placed in the roof of the Parish
Hall, Creigiau and tiles renewed in the ceiling, unavoidably damaged by rain wa-
ter whilst the new roof was being re%tored.



AnThereds probably no God. Now st

You will probably be aware that this is the statement that has been used on buses
throughout the UK in recent weeks. Andrew Dodd drew my attention to the fact that it
has now appeared on a number of buses in South Wales.

It certainly raises a number of issues.

Firstly, it is, apparently, sponsored by an atheist organisation. They must have some dif-

ficulty in denying the existence of God
ever, 1 f you check on the dictionary de
the existence of God; godlessness. 0 F a
exi stence of God? ADi sbeliefo is defin
ment); to be sceptical; have no faithbo
of judgement, given to questioning the
This might explain the use of fprobably
tain. I f you |l ook in Eric Partridgeods i
AAgnostico and AAt heisto he says: fAWher
former merely says that His existence ¢

gives out a mixed message, or, at least, if people think about it, those who issued the
poster are not denying the existence of God, although | suspect that most who read it
will believe that is what it is saying.

There is also the implication that believers are a pretty miserable lot, unable to enjoy
our sel ves! Now that could take wus down
not pursue that!

The new Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, Bishop John Davies, was moved to write to
AThe Western Mail 6. His message, basica
with the freedom of speech to allow such a statement to be made, without ensuing riots
physical injury or loss of life{(We could imagine this happening even in some western-

ised countriesand states!) fnThe Chri stian faith is st
Christian Church must be able to articulate carefully and thoughtfully the basis upon
which that faith is founded, 0 he writes

ently selfish and selibsorbed way of life which the slogan urges its readers to adopt
for themselves. 0 He turns to the Ser mon

for tomorrow wil/|l bring worries of 1its
says the Bishop, was encouraging a ©o6get
Sus was expecting us to serve the needs of others. The slogan, he suggests seems to b
commenting: AEat, drink and be merry,; e

That, he writes, is a very dangerous and mixed message.

In the same edition of the newspaper, there is a letter by N. Plaisted on the same topic.
He writes; fHAnA godless world would be a
and unjust fate, a world full of nonsen

Am | being cynical in thinking that the furoré (if that is what it is) caused by the poster
Is generated by the media who see an opportunity to increase their sales, and that the
vast majority of people will read it (or not) and simply ignore it?
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David Webb this month visits the
Fenlands of England to bring us

B 8 Ely Cathedral

,-' '. aj. .

S | pass under the tower, we can look up
“arelt i : : .

S 1 A 18 . The Isle of and see its colourfully painted ceiling

CR 22 X \i[! Ely forms a high above us.

i 4 Slight  emi-
“nfinence amidst The main structure of the nave is un-
some of the adulterated Norman. Though a little
flattest coun- shorter than the main arcade, the tri-
tryside in forium arches are quite tall, as are
England 1  those in the clerestory above. This ar-
the Cambridgeshire Fens. As such, theangement is somewhat similar to what
tower of its cathedral is a landmark whichwe observed back in 2006 when we
can be seen from miles around. visited Peterborough, just 20 miles
away. At floor level the nave is poorly
Having arrived in the city, and approach-lit by the relatively small aisle win-
ing the cathedral from the west, we seedows (Norman to the south but deco-
that it has a di stratedcte the eorthji wiidh daie rfilked c a |
appearance with tier piled upon tier. Thewith coloured glass.
architecture at this end is primarily Nor-
man but it is clear that changes have beerfhe boarded ceiling was installed by
made at various times so there is a mix-Sir George Gilbert Scott in the 1850s
ture of styles. and this provided a base for the most
magnificent work of art. Along the full
The central west tower is flanked to thelength of the nave, the boards are deco-
south by a transept with a squat roundrated with scenes from the Bible. This
tower at its end. Originally, there was awas designed by Henry le Strange, an
similar transept on the northern side;amateur artist from nearby Norfolk,
while noone is quite certain, this is be- who then undertook to carry out the
lieved to have collapsed in the late Middlework himself. When he died with the
Agesi in its place, a plain stone buttresswork half finished, it was completed
now gives support to the tower. Beforeby another artist working to le
going inside, a walk round to the northSt r angeds desi gns.
gives us the opportunity to look up at thework is all the more impressive, when
most spectacular feature of Ely Cathedrawe realise that the artists worked on
i the octagonal lantern above the centrabcaffolding, lying on their backs, and
crossing. never able to stand back to inspect
their work from a normal viewing dis-
Returning to the west end, we enter thetance!
building through a deep and lofty vesti-
bule in the decorated style which leads toLike several other English cathedrals,
the west doors, themselves profuselyEly was originally a monastic church
decorated with wrought ironwork. As ye and, part way along the south aisle, we



Ely Cathedral continued site of the shriné removed during the

still find the Pri Ref@matiod-wdr ,t hwi tchatihted r
carved stonework, which formerly openedsaint, Ethelreda. The high altar is
onto the cloisters, themselves leading tbacked by a very ornate reredos of
t he Pr i oi Bosh ofl whidhghave garved alabaster.
now disappeared.

The extreme eastern end of the building
At the crossing, we can look up at the unaccommodates three chapels. That in
derside of the lantern. A modern nave altdhe centre is dedicated to St Ethelreda,
is sited here, taking full advantage of thevhile the richly carved ones to either
light flowing down from above. Someside are chantries built by two fifteenth
years ago, | recall watching a televisiorand sixteenth century bishops.
programme in which the late Fred Dibnah
used a model to demonstrate, in his owBefore leaving, our last port of call is
inimitable way, how this timber construc-the Lady Chapel. In Ely, this is unusu-
tion was assembled. Remedial work haglly placed, almost as a separate build-
been carried out in more modern times tong, to one side of the quire. Prior to
conserve the lantern, but it is still essen2000, it appears to have been linked to
tially the original structure. It really is the cathedral only through one corner of
quite aweinspiring to contemplate crafts-the north transept but, in that year, new
men of the fifteenth century successfullyisitor and vestry facilities were con-
assembling such a massive feature at sustructed, together with a processional
a height. way, through which we now pass in.

This point in the building represents a tranThe Lady Chapel was built some 200
sition in architectural styles. At the crossyears after the main part of the building,
ing and in the transepts, we still have Norin the decorated style. However, the
man work at the lower two levels, but théhistory of building, collapse, and re-
clerestory is decorated, reflecting the fifbuilding at Ely is complex, such that the
teenth century rebuilding work. And look-Lady Chapel is roughly contemporary
ing eastwards the whole structure of thwith the central lanterii and predates
quire is Gothic. part of the west tower. It is the largest
cathedral Lady Chapel in Britamlofty
The vaulted quire is entered through and with a stone vault forty feet wide.
heavily carved wooden and metal screehhere is little coloured glass in the win-
i nserted as part o fdowskoethisdsaatmhol tighter bréasthaivi c
restoration. Architecturally, the quire is inthe nave. Following the Reformation,
two parts; the eastern bays date from tHbe chapel was redeployed as a church
1250s and are Early English in style bufor the parish of The Holy Trinity and
the remainder is decorated, having beenmas returned to the cathedral authorities
rebuilt when the octagon and lantern werenly in 1938. Since then, it has been
installed. Before the presbytery rail, an inextensively restored to serve in its
scribed stone set into the floor marks thproper role as a second major chamber
of the diocesan church.
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On 11 February 2009, AThe Western MailZ
opment of the church. Two related to how Church buildings are used today. | have
included the Wednesday Essay, by Bishop John Davies, Bishop of Swansea and Bre-
con that gives a radical suggestion to the development of the Church in relation to

its buildings. Some of the suggestions here we may find uncomfortable, but looking

at the wider picture of falling attendances and fine buildings gradually being used

less and less, it presents a situation that we, in line with all parishes, will, according

to Bishop John, need to address in the not too distant future. We may have elegant
buildings that are used for a small number of services, a few weddings and funerals
every year, but do they serve the community, are they cost effective? We may not like
his message, but do we have the drive and the confidence to discuss his ideas and
take forward any of his proposals? As Bishop John writes, it is easy to be sentimen-
tal, buttherourguesti on must be: AnWhat will w e
if we do not seek radid@l solutions?0

As historian Sir Roy Strong raises fears ovesad tale of declinin
the future of the nation's traditional country church  numbers,
churches, the Bishop of Swansea and Bre- buildings  difficult andg =
con,John Daviesoutlines how they are expensive to maintal
meeting the challenges of the 21st century and of a society whej
the practice of faith i
TRAVELLING through the pictur- perhaps not as central
esque country lanes of rural Walebves as it once was.
from market town to village to hamlet|t's a story repeated all gishop John
it is easy to see how the landscape haser rural Wales, includ-  Davies
been determined over the centuries bgg in the Diocese of
the parish church, its land and bound&wansea and Brecon, where we have
ries. Often it is the church, with itsscores of rural parishes which play a
steady tower or elegant spire, which ikey role in our ministry, and it's one
not only at the heart of the communityvhich requires an imaginative and dra-
but which has defined i given it its matic response. To identify and develop
name. We only have to think of all thehat response, it helps to look back
place names in Wales which begin witdown the centuries and unravel the less
“llan", the Welsh term for the landobvious role fulfiled by our church
around a church. buildings.
It is easy, too, to feel sentimental whem centuries past, church buildings were
we see these churches, which today amet used exclusively as the location for
perhaps not the focal point of countryormal acts of worship; far from it. All
life they once were. They might bemanner of secular activities such as
closed, as the last of their conmeetings and even markets sometimes
gregations die away, neglected wittook place in them.
not enough faithful people to tend tdwVith the provision of public halls, vil-
them, or locked between Sunday selage halls and other alternative places
vices to keep out either the elements ¢or secular gatherings and activities,
those out to cause mischief. They telllsg



Bishop John Davies:

church buildings often stood idle for"Elsewhere, church buildings which

the greater proportion of the time.were generally too large for sensible use
Whether the provision of those alternaand maintenance by their congregations
tive places was the result of an inhave been sensitively-@dered to pro-
crease in piety and a desire to "protectVide meeting rooms and community

a sacred place or whether for sheespace, in addition to preserving sacred
convenience is not clear. But emptyspace and a contemplative atmosphere,
for most of the time, most churchesboth of which are visible to and avail-
came to be, and this remains the cassble to those who come to use the meet-
today. ing rooms or community facilities.

Our challenge now is to respond posi- Sometimes such changes as these have
tively and reverse this decline by ad- been born out of necessity; a church hall
dressing the needs of today's rural parer community centre in poor repair and
ishes and transforming churches to  a church building that is too large or
serve its community in the 21st cen- costly for the congregation to maintain
tury. Change is happening. In recent can be a happy coincidence if there is
years churches have been either re  vision and will to work together. Some-
ordered or even designed and built  times such changes are the simple prod-
with dual purpose in mind and to pro- uct of a desire to recover for the church
vide a community meeting space sep- a lost part of its role within a commu-
arated from a sanctuary space by nity.

screen or curtains. Such opportunities as these can present
Take the parish of Bedwas in the Dio- themselves to communities all over the
cese of Monmouth, where | once place but perhaps they can be especially

served as Rector, for example. The valuable in rural communities where
daughter church or mission church at shops, schools, village and other facil-
the Trethomas end of the parish was ities, taken for granted in the past have
served by a church constructed of tim-either disappeared or, for a variety of
ber and corrugated iron, built in the  reason such as rationalisation, are under
1920s. The altar and sanctuary, locatethreat. Often it is the church which is

on a raised platform at one end of the the only community building left.
building, could be separated from the It is this vision of rural churches return-
remainder by curtains, and the buildingng to the heart of communities which
was then used as a meeting hall and f@ir Roy Strong, a former director of the
other gatherings. The tin church was Victoria and Albert Museum, is passion-
replaced with a modern dual purpose ate about. A distinguished public figure
building in 2002, and its alternative  with a wealth of knowledge, he is also a
use was not only preserved but en- committed churchman who has long
hanced so that the church could be  wished to see church buildings better
seen to be creating an opportunity to employed. | am delighted to welcome
make deliberate contribution to the  him to Brecon.

wider life of the community and par- Western Mail 11 February 2009

ish.
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New Assistant Bishop of Llandaff appointed

A former chaplain to two Archbishops of York will be the new
sistant Bishop of Llandaff.

The Revd Canon David Wilbourne, vicar of Helmsley in the Dit
cese of York has been appointed by the Archbishop of Wales ¢
Bishop of Llandaff, Dr Barry Morgan. He will succeed the Rt Ry
Dr David Yeoman, who retires next month.

’
I "
Canon David is a prolific writer and broadcaster who served a:\h l‘ nl//
chaplaln to both the R_’t Rev Dr John Habgood and the Rt Rev DrReVd_ Canon David
David Hope as Archbishops of York. Wilbourne

Dr Barry Morgan said, Al f elabacceptemyig- pr
vitation to be my fellow Bishop in the Diocese of Llanddffe brings to the task, im-
mense pastoral wisdom and experience over 28 years of ordained ministry. Having
served as chaplain to two Archbishops he understands well the demands of Episcopal
ministry. o

CanonDavid,53s ai d, Al am very excited at the
of Llandaffi itis a job of which my dreams are made! | have always admired the
Church in Wales because it effortlessly combines friendliness with holiness, its Gospel
one that is unashamed of its own tenderness: that strikes me as Anglicanism at its very
best. Chiefly | come emptlganded, keen to listen, to learn and to affirm life in all its
fullness. Then | etbds see where God | ead:

Born in Derbyshire and schooled in Yorkshire, Canon David studied Natural Sciences
and Theology at Jesus College and trained for ordination at Westcott House, Cam-
bridge. He returned to Yorkshire as a priest, ministering first in urban Middlesbrough,
then in a shadowrban parish north of Pontefract. He then moved on to be the
Archbishop of York's chaplain working with John Habgood for four years prior to his
retirement and then continuing to work with his successor, David Hope. He was also
Director of Ordinands, selecting women and men for the ordained ministry and taking
them through training to their first post. In September 1997 he moved from Bishop-
thorpe to be Vicar of Helmsley, a moorland market town in North Yorkshire, which has
now become a minister church serving eight other churches. Archbishop John Sentamu
collated him as a neresidentiary canon of York Minster in 2008..

His publications include several novels, a diary of his travels with Archbishop John
Habgood and one philosophical work, exploring the development of personality, origi-
nally a series of Lent lectures at York Minster. He wrateegular diary column for The
Church Times for 12 years.

A son of a Yorkshire priest, Canon David is married to Rachel, a history and RE
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The new Assistant Bishop:
teacher. They have three daughters who are all studentsmtelissts include cy-
cling, hill walking, New Testament research and writing. He also enjoys the poetry
of R.S. Thomas and D Gwenallt Jones.

Canon David will be consecrated on April 4 at Llandaff Cathedral and take up full
duties as Assistant Bishop at the beginning of May.

From the Church in Wales website

The Right Reverend Dr DAVID YEOMAN

Bishop David Yeoman retires as Assistant Bishop of Llandaff on Martafsdr
a long, faithful and dedicated ministry in this diocese.

| Bishop David was ordained Deacon in 1970 and Priest
4 in 1971, serving as curate in St. John the Baptist Cardiff
and Caerphilly and then as vicar of Ystrad, Rhondda
|and Mountain Ash, before becoming Rector of Coity
¢y with Nolton in Bridgend and Chaplain of Princess of
~ |Wales Hospital, Bridgend. During his ministry as a
141! priest Bishop David was a tutor for the rStipendiary
W™ Ministry and Inservice Training Officer for the Clergy

: "of the Diocese. He was made a Canon of Llandaff in
2000 and Archdeacon of Morgannwg in 2004 when he
was consecrated Bishop, becoming full time Assistant

Bishop in 2006.

Bishop David is well known to us in the parish. He has
been to the Parish Family Eucharist in the Parish Hall, Creigiau twice, planting a
tree on his second visit to commemorate the restoration of the interior of the hall,
as well as visiting St. Cat wgos for

C

year for the Deanery Confirmation dur.i

On his visits Bishop David has met many people and his warmth, friendship and

ability to put everyone at ease has been much valued by people of all ages, par-

ticularly by those he has confirmed, demonstrating his humility and concern for
everybody as an individual in the love of Jesus Christ, whom he has served so
well as Bishop, Priest and Deacon. Vicar John.

Bishop David and Mrs Yeoman were keen to join us on our Parish Holiday in
August. Unfortunately, the day after he had told me that he would be able to
come, he was fib oo ksiwhde his famill rielscated dorSoutho
Wales. The dates matched the dates of the holiday. JG
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B in south London willbe church for nearly 15

llthe new Archdeacon of
Llandaff. She added, nWal es S

place to be just now as a nation redis-
The Reverend C a n o ncovdfimgathowreidentity) &he adpgelpmng
Jackson was appointed by the Archbishogppropriate institutions to reflect it. Yet it
of Wales and Bishop of Llandaff, Dr Barryalso seems small enough for most of the
Morgan. She will be Priest in Charge of th@eople to keep a close involvement with
parishes of Penmark with Llancarfan withdecisions that are being made in their
Llantrithyd. name. | was intrigued by the prospect of

_ coming to work in a familiar Anglican
Canon Peggy is Canon of Southwark Cahyrch system, but in a very different

thedral, the Ecumenical Borough Dean ofontext from England, and one which
Richmond and the Dean of Women's Minseems to offer greater freedom within the

istry in the Diocese of SouthwariShe has stryctures. Since | came to adult faith as
servedas a Curate in the Derby Diocese, 8 member of the Scottish Episcopal
Team Vicar in St Albans Diocese and Teamthurch, before moving to the Church of
Rector in the Diocese of Southwark rungngland after ordination, there will be an

ning a parish with six clergy and a paristhdd sense of completion now, in com-

share of more than a quarter of a millioryleting the trio by coming to the Church
pounds. Before being ordained in 1987,in Wales.

she had a career as an accountant.

o _ Al hope | will be ab
Dr Morgan said, "I am delighted to wel-ang serve the church as well as | can.
come Canon Peggy to Llandaff. SheThat's all | can hope to doand the rest
brings a vast experience of working inyjll be up to God! | would, however,
widely differing parishes as a priest; is &|so be pleased if after some time,
strategic thinker and will bring fresh in-ywomen became so 'normal' a part of the
sights and energy from outside the diochurch's ministry at all levels, that we
cese. stopped noticing gender as an issue alto-

Canon Peggy, 57, who will now be the? ether.o

most senior women cleric in Wales, saidcanon Peggy, an Oxford history gradu-
Al*m T ooking forwarg@é Wwa8 bbrM @ndebrdudht upd ¢h V
ety of work, which the Archdeaconry of| gughborough. She worked as a char-
Llandaff seems to encompass. The widgred accountant for 12 years before be-
diversity of parishes, city and rural, poses g ordained as a deacon in 1987 and
real challenge as we try to make OUthen a priest in 1994. She is a newly
church life relevant to people in all thesgyualified pilot and enjoys betinging,
different communities. I'm looking forward sjnging and circle dancing. She is di-
very much to working with Archbishop yorced and has a daughter, Alison, who
Barry, and with people at every level of thgs a1so an accountant.

diocese, while also keeping a firm root in

parish life. And I'm quite awestruck atl'%heFrom the Llandaff Diocesan website



PENTYRCH PARISH FAMILY WORSHIP

The Family Service in February took the form of a Christingle Service and was at-
tended by almost a hundred people.

The Christingles, using an orange, red ribbon, sweets and a candle with a silver star
were prepared beforehand by a happy band of folk. On the day itself the chairs were
arranged in a circle with four aisles.

After the Vicar welcomed everybody a hymn was sung and a procession came into
the hall with folk bearing the items needed to make the largest Christingle in Creigiau
I a candle, candlestick and star for the centre of the circle and fruit to be held at the
end of each aisle. A red ribbon was unfurled around the edge of the
room enclosing everybody and the candle was lit.

Young people and adults led the prayers and reading during the ser-
vice telling of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, celebrated at
Candlemas which was observed that day. At the presentation

Simeon spoke of the baby Jesus as a light to the nations which the
Vicar referred to as he talked about the symbolism of the Christin-

gle. The candle representing Jesus the Light of the World, the red
ribbon is Godobés |l ove overflowing in the
i ncluding us all, the sweets/fruits rep
our needs, the cocktail sticks/four aisles reminding us of the four seasons and the star
recalling the star which guided the wise men from different parts of the world to the
Christ Child at Bethlehem.

The Christingles where distributed to everyone present and the candles were lit. each
person passing the flame one to another along the rows, the initial flame having come
from the large candle in the middle. The hall lights were dimmed, the room bathed in
the flickering flame lights.

A very joyful service with appropriate hymns and songs was followed by refresh-
ments before folk made their way home to devour the contents of the Christingles
though the temptation was too great for some!

There was much preparation for this serViaair thanks to Pam Bevan for once

again supplying the oranges, all who made up the Christingles, Andrew Dodd for lias-
ing with the participants during the service, the Music Group, Sue Dodd for the
hymn/music sheets, Andrew Davies for thesaneen presentation and Muriel Gough
and her team for the refreshments. The collection was for Llandaff Diocesan Board
for Social Responsibility. Any musicians wishing to join the Music Group should
contact Sue Dodd and if anyone wishes to take part in the service, please contact the
Vicar or Andrew Dodd.

We now | ook forward to the St. Davi dos
and the Family Eucharist on Palm Sunday when palm crosses will be distributed.
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POINTS TO PONDER

In the February magazine we asked the following:

Nexti What are the next four numbers in this series?

12,1,1,1,2,1,3,?7,?2,?2,7

Last month it was stated that the puzzle was not connected to the previous one which
concerned cl ocks. This should have re:
the next four numbers are 1, 4, 1, 5. Being the number of times a clock that chimes on
the half hour chime.

Now f or tihquite appropniateHod early 2009.

Five pieces of coal, a scarf and a carrot were found on thei lgethno one put them
therei How did they get there?

Good luck- If you have a puzzle you would like to share with others, please let the
Vicar knowi with the answer please!

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING

This montl@s coffee morning will be on Saturday 21 FebruBmeryone is

very welcome to come along and enjoy refreshments in the Parish HQ
Creigiau from 10.00 a.m. There will be a chance to win a raffle prize

some times there may be a stall. Proceeds for Hall Funds.

Anyone interested in having a stall should arrive shortly before 10.00 a.m.

During the morning the draw will be made for the 100 Club, though you do not have to
be at the Coffee Morning to stand a chance of winning. You pay just £1 a month or £12
annually. We are most grateful to all involved in organising this very popular event
every month.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We now urgently appeal for help with th
able it to continue. Please think about this seriously and if you think that you can be
of any help please contact the Vicar as soon as possible.

All assistance will be given and resources are available. Let us pray that a way for-
ward will be found .

A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found himself in the women's locker room.
When he was spotted, the room burst into shrieks with ladies grabbing towels and
running for cover. The little boy watched in amazement and then he asked: "What's

the matter? Haven't you ever seen a little boy before?"
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Marriage and Society
'‘COMMON LAW marriage' so called, is becoming popular, but for the wrong reasons.
Of course every Jack and every Jill can choose each other. There is everything right
about that. But Jack and Jill belong to society: they have relations, parents, aunts and
uncles, and they have friends who care for them deeply. If they just start living to-
gether without any statement of stake in society, what are the relations and friends to
make of it? No one considers that there is anything wrong with love. 'Love makes the
world go round' as the saying is. But we lin¢he world anchowwe do just thatloes
matter a lot. People need to have a name by which they can be addressed, and they
need to provide a stable background and home for their children. This is not a criti-
cism of the love of parents. It is a statement about the insecurity of family background.
Marriage was made by God for the maintenance of the family and the race: the family
home is something that has to be readily recognised, appreciated, and set within the
society where the newly weds are living. No one can live isolated from society. We are
a gregarious people. We need family and we need friends. Children will not do well at
school if they do not know their home to be secure and set within the familiar sur-
roundings where they 1|ive. The selfishn
what others think is not admirable. It is foolish, and leads the way to disaster, espe-
cially for the young. An insecure home makes for an insecure family and all that that
entails in psychological ills and social problems.
What applies to Christian marriage also applies to Christian behaviour generally. Sub-
urbia has not had a good name for neighbourliness in the past. Perhaps this is improv-
ing today. Certainly in some places the influence of the church is very strong. In my
own road we have an excellent example of neighbourliness: a friendly widower cares
for his neighbour a retired arthritic headmistress. He ministers to her and she cooks for
him. He is much sought after by the local community and he shows an example of the
effective working of neighbourliness in a Christian society. Such examples should be
followed.
N.W.G.

Reproduced from Abba Imma a miscellany of pieces for the Parish Magazine by Norman Goodacre,

published by The Canterbury Press

Only great mindscan read this. This is weird, but interesting!
fi yuo cna raed tihs, yuo hvae a sgtrane mnid too
Cna yuo raed tihs? Olny 55 plepoe out of 100 can.

I cdnuolt blveiee taht | cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht | was rdanieg. The
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the olny iproamtnt
tihng is taht the frsit and Isat Itteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses
and you can sitll raed it whotuit a pboerlm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? yaeh and | awlyas
tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt! if you can raed tihs forwrad it.
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m is the period of forty days which comes before Easter in the Christian cal-
endar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation be-
fore the celebrations of Easter. By observing the forty days of Lent, Christians replicate
Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for forty days. Lent is marked by
fasting, both from food and festivities.

Whereas Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after his death on the cross, Lent
recalls the events leading up to and including Jesus' crucifixion by Rome. This is be-
lieved to have taken place in Roman occupied Jerusalem.

The Christian churches that observe Lent in the 21st century (and not all do signifi-
cantly) use it as a time for prayer and penance. Only a small number of people today
fast for the whole of Lent, although some maintain the practice on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. It is more common these days for believers to surrender a particular vice
such as favourite foods or smoking. Whatever the sacrifice it is a reflection of Jesus'
deprivation in the wilderness and a test of-sidtipline.

Why 40 days?

40 is a significant number in Jewi§thristian scripture:

In Genesis, the flood which destroyed the earth was brought about by 40 days and
nights of rain. The Hebrews spent 40 years in the wilderness before reaching the land
promised to them by God. Moses fasted for 40 days before receiving the ten command-
ments on Mount Sinai. Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the wilderness in preparation for
his ministry. Most Christians regard Jesus' time in the wilderness as the key event for
the duration of Lent.

Why is it called Lent?

Lent is an old English word meaning 'lengthen’. Lent is observed in spring, when the
days begin to get longer.

The colour purple

Purple is the symbolic colour used in some churches throughout Lent, for drapes and
altar frontals. Purple is used for two reasons: firstly because it is associated with
mourning and so anticipates the pain and suffering of the crucifixion, and secondly be-
cause purple is the colour associated with royalty, and celebrates Christ's resurrection
and sovereignty.

East and West

Both the eastern and western churches observe Lent but they count the 40 days differ-
ently. The western church excludes Sundays (which is celebrated as the day of Christ's
resurrection) whereas the eastern church includes them. The churches also start Lent or
different days. Western churches start Lent on the 7th Wednesday before Easter Day
(called Ash Wednesday). Eastern churches start Lent on the Monday of the 7th week
before Easter and end it on the Friday 9 days before Easter. Eastern churches call this
period the 'Great Lent'. The last week of Lent is called Holy Week.

User Instructions!A 7-yearold boy proudly tells his father: "1 finally know

what the Bible means!" Sur

prised the father replied: "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means?
What does it mean?" "That's easy, dad it stands for Basic Instructions Before
Leaving Earth."
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Religious Experience: People skating inside
Malmesbury Abbey, Wiltshire, after it was trans-

- formed into an indoor skate park as part of a three

day youth event. PICTURE: Ben Birch/PA

From Western Mail 20 February 2009.

Is this what Bishop John Davies meant in his article
on page 13?

A happy person is not a person in a certain set

of circumstances, but rather a person with a

certain set of attitudes. Hugh Downs

By all means marry: If you get a good wife,

youol |l become happy; 1 f
youol |l become a philosop

JROORZLQJ ODVW PRQWKIV WXWI
the apostrophe, you will all, no doubt, be able

to spot the mistakes (plural!) in this adver-

tisement from the CSMA Magazine
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