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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH

VICAR
The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318

SUNDAY SERVICES
St. Catwgbés Church, Pentyrch
8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {4Sunday only)
9.00a.m. Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
6.00p.m. Evensong
St . Davidodés Church Groesfaen
8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {Sunday only)
10.30a.m. Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
St Ellteyrnés Church Capel Ll anilltern
10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist
Creigiau Church Hall
10.30a.m. First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion
WEEKDAYS

St. Cat wgHbly Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
St . Davi dHoly Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m.
Other services as announced

Church Club

Parish Hall Wednesday 4 p.m.

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE

By arrangement with the vicar

Articles for the magazine can benkailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the
month. You can also contact e 029 20891721
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From the Vicarage

Dear Friends b.
St. John in chapter 20 of his gospel writes
the following in
sus did many other signs in the presence of
His disciples, which are not written in this
book, but these are written that you may be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God
and that believing you may have life in His
nameo.

The testimony of St. John to the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus has been given. He
knows that he has told only a fraction of C.
what could be told about the words and ac-
tions of the Son of God on earth but he had
written enough for his purpose.

This passage is written for us. The author is

ver sesay3d3Ongando 3uls:,

Window

If we decide really to get to

know this book, discovering

more and more about what it is

whieNoaol
Agoing on believin
a problem. It feeds us. It keeps

that inner life alive, so that Jesus
becomes more and more of a
presence, a power, a dag-day

director of our lives. The 6n

going believer not only returns

to the most familiar stories of the
gospel but finds an endless

adventure in what St. Paul called

the dunsearchabl e
Christdé, the new a
truths that keep dawning on us at

each succeeding stage in life.

not slamming the door on the gospel story 2. The second stimulus to our faith

and saying, AANnd
ing the door on the f
believeit hat you mi ght

Yes we believe when the risen Jesus comes
near us and brings us life. But how do we go
on believing? How do we keep alive the in-
ner flame of conviction?

1.

cords:

a. The first Christians kept going back to the
story of Jesus and they kept the letters of
the apostles who reflected on that story.
They bound them all up together with the
story of the people of God who were the
forerunners of the Church of Jesus Christ.
The Bible isndét a
of our religion to be kept for consultation
by scholars and specialists.

NThese ar e
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t h admergea dearty fromtthis passadgée 6 s

uture: AThat you m

haa Themas, with Bi®doubts about the

fact that Jesus had risen from the
dead, was not alone. He may have
been lying on his bed, a man with
shattered hopes and ideals, nursing
his dismal rejection of the resur-
rection story. But something made

wr i tt emmgétaup amve sligittaough the h e r

dark streets to join his old com-
panions. He was not alone. Nei-
ther, some weeks later, was Peter
alone with his worries about what
the risen Jesus would have him do.
There is no record anywhere in the
New Testament of a Christian go-

r eing ornbelieving by bimself ooher- o r i

self. The word in the verses from

John is plural, the



have | i fe through the Bisle. Sudaerlyothe word comes
b. Believers from the beginning formed a alive. In our worship Jesus Himself
community. It was within that commu- is among us and we are anew united
nity that each one found strengthto  to Him in life and death.
carry on as believing and active Chris-
tians. The early Christians declared thaur Easter Faith assures us of the
they believed not only in the Lord to  presence and the power of Jesus
whom they gave their allegiance but in alive in each one of us day by day
the one, holy, catholic and apostolic  and we open our lives to receive
Church, the vast surrounding commu- Him.
nity of believers throughout the world.
But that great Church was to be seen irCertainly there was no inevitable,
the local congregation with which they happy ending for those eleven disci-
were united. To worship together, to ples on that first Easter. Instead of
study together, to begin to share to-  their going to bed to dream of how
gether our joys and sorrows, our con- good it was that everything worked
victions and our doubts. These are  out all right in the end, it drove them
marks of a living Church in Jesus Chrisinto action to proclaim the good
where we help one another to go on benews of the risen Jesus, it gave them
lieving, to keep alive the vision we courage and power as they spread
have, encouraging one another in love the news in their ministries in the
for each other. From each other we  early Churches in the various towns
draw strength. and cities. But for all of them there
was no happy ending, no escape, but
3. Then this chapter has a curious state- rather stoning, mobs, imprison-
ment about Jesus and His disciples. Henents, deatl and yet with a song
breathed on them and said to them: in their hearts all the way through to
AReceive the Hol y th®pnd rsuch was the strength of
their faith and conviction in the risen
We dondét need to walod until Pentecost
reminded of this power that the Lord com-
municated to His disciples. Did they re- And we have a song, a joy in our
member His words about the Spirit being hearts as our lives are filled with the
like the wind, which blows where it wills, risen Jesus and we are united with
which cannot be seen but has such powerflim in life and death and we are one

The Christian Community has been with another in His name, in His
breathed upon by the invisible Spirit of  Church that, believing we may have
God and our lives, yoursand mine,are | i fe, Ain Hi s nameo.

filled with His indwelling power.
Wishing you every Easter joy.
The Spirit of the risen Jesus comes in un-
expected ways and we need to be ready fofour friend and Vicar
His coming. He also comes in what should

be expected wayisas when we try to read John W Binny
4



PENTYRCH PARISH FAMILY WORSHIP

The March Family Eucharist was a celebration of our Patron Saint with the songs,
hymns, prayers and readings reflecting the theme.

In his address the Vicar spoke about St. David and how his life and his proclamation
of the Gospel and prayer and service to others give us an example to follow in the
heritage of which we are a part in the Churches in Wales.

Many thanks to all who were involved in the service. To Andrew Dodd for arranging
readers, Andrew Davies for the-enreen presentation, Frances Simpson for the flow-
ersi yes daffodilss and Sue Dodd and the music group.

If there any musicians or people who would like to take part in the service, please see
Andrew and Sue Dodd or the Vicar.

Please note the next service is on the second Sund&ptilat 10.30 a.m. and the
May service is back on the first Sundag™ May.

iCHURCH CLUB

|
|
The Church Club for young people froni ® years has been meeting on Wednes-
days from 4 to 5 p.m. in the Parish Hall Creigiau during term time.

I

|
@Included in the hour is a prayer time, an activity related to a Bible story or the :
IChurchos year, squash and biscuits iand
'hour which seems to go by so quickly. i
|

|
'We are grateful to Mrs Cath Evans for launching the Club so enthusiastically and all
her preparation. To Margaret and David Pendlebury for also giving of their time and

to Huw Downs who has also been a big help. |
|
|

i Though not many in numbers the young people seem to have been enjoying tIHelr
Itime together and are keen to resume after the holiday.
|

IIf the club is to continue it is vital we have more people to help. If you can help
please contact the Vicar. !

Vestry Meetings
We are at that time of the year when Vestry Meetings have to be held to present the
church accounts, reviews of the year and election of officers. The dates are as
follows:
18th April (Sunday) after the service for Capel Llanilltern
20th April (Tuesday) the Parish of Pentyrch in the Parish Hall in Creigiau at 7.30 p.m.
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Holy Baptism nGrafted into the Body of
St . Davidodés Church, Groesf

February 2% Jack Robert Michael Smith

Holy Matrimony AnThat t heyeomay

St. Catwgbés Church, Pentyrch

March 12" Richard James Hadley Midwinter and
Sian Kathrin Rees

St . Davidos Church, Groesf ae

March @" Ashley Hallwood and

Victoria Jane Lang

Funerals AMay they rest in Peaceo

St. Daviddéds Church, Groesfaen
February 2% Dorothy May Lawson

St Catwgdés Church, Pentyrch
March £ David Stephen Rogers

We thank God for the lives of the faithful departed and our prayers and sympathy are
with their loved ones.

Dor ot hy 6 D owas jysta fel aveeksshort of her f0firthday when

she died. She was very well known and highly regarded in Pentyrch and was in-
volved in village |ife. Music was a |
meetings of the Pentyrch Over 606s Clu
Church.

Latterly, Dolly moved to Lamphey in West Wales to a hotel run by her grandson
where she made many friends among the staff, guests and patrons, one of whom
spoke at her funer al I n St . Davidos, G
with her late husband. Dolly was devoted to her family as they were to her.



David Rogerswas the youngest of nine children and lived all his life in Pentyrch.
Amongst his jobs was work in bakeries and he spent most of the National Service as
a radio operator in Korea. David married Gillian nearly fifty years ago and they
went dancing together and watched greyhound racing. They enjoyed family holi-
days both at home and abroad.

David had many interests which included his garden in which he took great pride.
He was a member and past President of Pentyrch Rugby Club and belonged to the
Bowls Club, organising many bowling tours. He was also a member of Creigiau
Golf Club. David was a proud husband and father and was devoted to his family, as
they were to him.

He bore his illness over nine years with great courage, fortitude and cheerfulness,
supported by his family and friends and was more concerned about others than him-
self.

LENT COURSE
On Monday evenings during Lent a group
following the 6Living Faithd course in

cese and we have learnt and shared much with each other.

Our friendship and fellowship has been enhanced by the welcoming setting of the
home of Janine Howarth and we are most grateful for her hospitality.

The parish has been represented at the talks on the course by the Assistant Bishop an
the Archbishop during the Eucharist in the Cathedral on Wednesday evenings.

More details of the Study Group will be given in church.

PARISH HALL UPDATE

Please note that following the splendid news of the grant of £14,739.45 from the
Community Facilities and Activities Programme of the Welsh Assembly Govern-

ment for the replacement of the kitchen and provision of outdoor space at the hall, as
reported in | ast monthds magazine, the
from 19" July to enable the project to be undertaken.

This period will cause the least disruption to the regular users of the hall and we
apologies for any inconvenience caused.

The hall still needs funds for other projects as well as the day to day running costs.
Fund raising continues and we are always glad of various events and new ideas for
raising money.




From Richard D Jones who spoke to the PPC about church giving

Mi Il Il i onaires seldom smil e
so said Andrew Carnegie, the™Sentury industrialist and fabulously wealthy man.
He might have added, 6éduntil they | earn

philanthropists with a legacy of libraries, schools, universities and the lives that they
have and continue to change to this day. He must have smiled a lot.
More recently, secret millionaire Tony Banks was all smiles (and some tears) when he
visited Liverpool. Banks, a Falklands veteran and successful businessman, gave
£130,00(0 various Liverpool community projects. Most compelling, however,
washis time withLee Sanger, who returned from lraq witbsttraumatic stress dis-
order. Tony gave Lee the opportunity to be generous himself, handing him £30,000 to
give to the charity of his choice.
Tony Banks left Liverpool having changed lives, including his own, for it seemed he
found some healing of his own memories. That is what generosity does. It changes
the giver as well as the one who receigg. why is this?
Have you ever seen'laodger' (usually found in Shropshire) using a traditional pole
lathe to turn beautiful wooden piecd3@cause pole lathes are powered only by the
bodger's foot, a bodger must warith the grain of the wood and so produce
stronger, more durable piecdsnagine for one minute God as the bodger and us, the
unworked pieces of woodlo give of our time, our talents and our treasure is to work
with the grain of how God made us. When we live generously, when our giving
means something and costs something we reflect the nature of God hireself:
God so loved the world that he gave...." (John 3:16).
Not to give is to reject the person God created us td3pang and living generously
makes us stronger, frees us from the chains of materialism, opens us up to a full life,
hope and healing.
Please pray about the person God wants you to be. Please pray about how you show
& share the love of God through generosity. Please pray about and review your regu-
lar giving to support the work of your church in 2010.
Some inspirational words that may help:
Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience.... and
by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others while they long
for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has
givenyou. 2 Cor. 9:13-14
What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world
remains and is immortal. Albert Pine
We cannot do great things on this Earth, only small things with great love.

Mother Teresa
Money is like muck, not good except it be spread'. Francis Bacon

The little boy came home from his first day in Sunday School, and told his mother
that his teacher was Jesusdé6 granny. fAH
mot her. fAWell , o0 replied the |ittle one
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GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING

Join the regular coffee drinkers and biscuit nibblers in the Parish Hallgai :)
Saturday 17 April at 10.a.m. You may be lucky and find a stall holder
selling his or her wares. T
Those wanting to play lucky can buy a raffle ticket, and news of the 100 club will be

announced. For more details of the 100 club contact Sue Hall on 029 20890087

DATES FOR THE DIARY IN 2010

8th May Lunch in the Parish Hall at 12.30 p.m. at the start of Christian Aid week

8th May Concerti n St Cat wgo6s CISine NominesSingeld p . m.
Entry to the lunch will be £6 as is the concert. However! Those who buy a ticket for
both events will be charged £10! What a bargain! More details elsewhere in the maga-
zine.

This is a return visit by Sine Nomine: they sang an Advent service at the beginning of
December.

The profits from both events will go towards our Christian Aid collections.

See the posters elsewhere in this magazine.

May 22'910.a.m. Coffee Morning with sale o
i n aid of Ty Hafan Chil dre
November 182 p.m. Parish Christmas FayfeParish Hall for Hall funds

f |
n o s

CONFIRMATION

The Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, the Rt. Rev. David Wilbourne will be confirming the
candidates from our Deanery during the
Wednesday 200ctober at 7.30 p.m.

All who are interested in being confirmed or would like to know more should contact
the Vicar.

(This is adapted from the Whitchurch Rectoral Benefice Magazine

Many of us were involved in Operation Christmas Child, but what happened to the
boxes?

49,000 boxes went from warehouses in Newport, Cardiff, Talbot Green, Tai Bach
and Swansea.

Where did they go? They went to Ukraine Crimea, Ukraine Kiev, Belarus and Kos-
oVoO.

Talbot Green processed 17,063 boxes, Cardiff 10,825 and Newport 6,008.

Even with the recession, and shoe boxes going to troops, Operation Christmas child
collected 94% of the previous year, achieving well above average for charity collec-
tions during last year.

Remember we collected about 70 boxes and about £500.




Use of our Church buildings
See also Page 16
I n recent weeks, we have had refreshmen
after our Eucharist service. This set me thinking about the use of our church buildings.
| must confess an ulterior motive as | have always believed that our churches are
underused.

| often recall the comment from Bishop David Yeoman after the service commemorat-

i ng Canon Jackos fifty years since his
the opportunity to extend fellowship over a cup of tea after the service. There was also
a twinkle in his eye when he recommende
Tuesday lunchtime because they served a very good lunch: we were at the time sitting
in the nave.

Most of us will know of churches and cathedrals where they serve refreshments after
services, have a bookshop or lending library tucked into a corner. Not long ago, | re-
turned to the church of my childhood for a celebratory meal in the nave of the church.
|l regret that | was wunable to attend my
Coventry Cathedral. On many occasions | have sung in concerts in churches and ca-
thedrals and abbeys when the programmes have included secular as well as religious
musi c. It i s not unusual for churches,
vals, and they are generally very beautiful occasions. During February | visited St
Davids in Pembrokeshire. When | walked through the Cathedral, sitting on the floor,

in a circle at the back of the nave were pupils and their teachers from Pembroke Dock
Primary School, having their lunch.

The more | thought of the topic, the more | recalled that | was aware of churches being
used for a wide range of activities over the centuries, especially as they were often the
only large spaces in the communities, and, of course, the spaces were largely empty
because congregations stood for service
pay for a pew where it was available. It is probably only in the last 150 years or so that
churchesd community uses have been rest
with the Industrial Revolution and the building of Aligious large buildings.)

| wondered what the attitude of the Church in Wales and the Church of England gov-
erning bodies is to the wider community use of our church buildings, so | checked
them out.

Both church bodies have statements on their websites about the community use of
churches.

The Church of England website begins with:
Aln the Middle Ages, churches were used
school and library, and hosted meetings, elections, debates, plays and festivities. In
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fact, until relatively recently, churches were multifunctional community centres. After
the nineteentltentury restriction of secular uses of churches, attitudes are now chang-
ing again.

It is increasingly recognised that church buildings are a precious resource and can play

a vital role in their communitieséeéeé

Extended and additional uses of church
activities, exhibitions, drama performances, rehearsals and concerts; it may host a café,
post office, farmersdé market, shops or
mother and toddler groups, playgroups, dimgfor youth groups or elderly people.

Churches can al so be I mportant resource
The Church in Walesd6 statement i s very

is a reminder of the God involved in the midst of each community. The Church in

Wales encourages the use of its buildings by the community at large in imaginative
ways to further outreach and witnesse.
The perception has grown that churches can only be used for worship, although, par-
ticularly the nave, can be used for wid
St Catwgébés Church in particul ar, has be.:
dren visits, open days, occasional concerts and flower festivals. Refreshments have
been shared after services (13Mniversary where the Archbishop even cut the anni-
versary cake! confirmation, after special services and Eucharists).

Perhaps the time has come for us to consider further use of our churches. Why should
they be used for just a few hours a week and left cold and empty for the rest of the
time? Could we not seek wider use and in so doing extend our mission or, as Bishop
David said when referring to refreshments, our fellowship? If you have a view, send it
in for publication in the Church Magazine. John Gough

| am going to Sweden! 9@0

A few months ago | applied for a place and then got select '
participate in an assessment weekend to become a partici scouts
be prepared « « »

at the World Scout Jamboree 2011. This will be held in Kris
Stad, Sweden and will last about three weeks! | was lucky
enough to get a letter back informing me | had been successiuu.
During my time in Sweden | wil/l be camp
ing with Scouts from all over the world, joining in with a huge variety of amazing ac-
tivities. At the end of the Jamboree | will also be spending some time with a family in a
country near Sweden.
The only down point to this amazing achievement is that | now have to raise lots of
money! | will be doing many different sponsored events over the next year. | would
really appreciate it if people could donate money towards my trip. Upon my return |
will be able to make a presentation to any interested group, describing my experiences.
It will be great if everyone could help me raise the money. Thank you,
Emily Davies
Can we help her? Yes we can!
Emily attends St Catwgods Church and i


http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/clipart/logos/sl-2597-720.gif

St James the Least of Al
On the nonsense of a lavatory at church
The Rectory
St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place to a far more pressing matter:
the installation of a lavatory at St. James the Least. Personally, | entirely disapprove
of this additional sign of decadence in our moral fibre; we have survived perfectly
happily for the last 800 years without one, so why is there such an urgent need now?
And being surrounded by acres of fields, there seems to be a completely acceptable
alternative.

It also spoils the pleasure | used to take, informing ushers at weddings, having liber-
ally refreshed themselves at our local pub before the Service, that we have no facili-
ties and that they would just have to wait. Their look of pained resignation, develop-
ing to clear signs of repentance as the Service progressed, was most cheering. It also
meant that wedding parties did not linger after the Service but disappeared with com-
mendable speed to safe havens.

| anticipate that now we have the thing, a-sommittee will inevitably form to de-

vise a commissioning service for the person who will be in charge of its maintenance.
| can already foresee Lady Bartlett proposing an appropriate set of robes for the office
holder- although it will need some tact to select suitable insignia on the sleeves.

In fact, the project has not been entirely successful; we still need to have a lock fitted
and so at present, occupants have been advised to sing hymns loudly, preferably
something rousing; "Onward Christian soldiers” would be ideal. A hymn book has
been installe@s an aide memoire.

The greater difficulty arises from our antiquated plumbing system. A member of the
congregation can leave a service perfectly discreetly; they can enter the lavatory un-
seen by anyone, but on flushing, water is drawn through pipes running the length of
the inside of the building with a thunderous roar that obliges me to stop preaching un-
til the cataract has subsided. By the time the customer returns quietly into church, all
noise has ceased and they remain oblivious of the chaos they caused and the stoic pc
liteness of the congregation.

Il am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms furnished with
colour ceordinated walls and towels, baby changing facilities and video monitors re-
laying everything going on, so that users will not be denied a single second of your
hourlong sermons.

Our congregation should be grateful for what they now have.
And to think that someone even suggested it should have heati
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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The tongue in cheek letter opposite, that | took from the Llantrisant Parish magazine
was given to me by Stuart MacKay. That set me looking for a book by its author, Revd
Dr Gary Burgess, because | had come across similar letters previously. | failed to
find a book, no, thatoés not strictly t
had published twenty of his sermons an
couldnét find one dedicated solely to
number of churches, a book published b
i sh Pumpo. So | set about | ooking for
zine. | found it, where else but Amazon for 0.01 pence! Yes, one penny! | had to pay
£2.75 postage though. But that great expense will be justified when | include some
extracts in the Parish Magazine. JG

r
d
h
y
|

St Davidoés Day cel ebrated i n
The first Sunday in March was a busy one for worshippers at the Parish Service, be-
cause we followed the service with the
Ninety two people bought tickets and they were soon tucking into soup or cawl fol-
| owed by bara brith or (but generally i
them in my childhood. | am sure everyone enjoyed the food judging by the way the
room fell silent when the food arrived. No, you cynical ones, it was not because they
didnodét | i ke the food, it was because th
with their mouth full!

form, with the overhead projector giving good se—
vice with photographs from around Wales.
So many people worked hard to make the occasg
a success, so | am not going to name names,
fellowship that was very obvious among the wo
ers both young and old, made the occasion a g
one. Fellowship amongst the eaters was pretty ¢

oo! W
So to all those who prepared food (and those Wh
ate it!), to those who sold 92 tickets, to those whoSt David preaching on the

prepared the hall, to those who prepared the quizzeised ground at Strata Florida

and to anyone | 6ve |l eft out, well done
JG

Health and Safety
The Health and Safety Committee melt in
problems specific to St Catwgbs, alnd ,

tions and investigations (keeping in mind that the church is a listed building) they
will report to the PCC. One issue raised itself immediately: that is the difficulty
some people have in walking to the altar rail for communion. This applies to gll our
churches. If you have such difficulty, please talk to the Vicar or the Church War-
dens about having the host brought to you or for you to receive it at the chancel
steps. 13
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Christmas in Prague
On a walking tour of Prague on Christmas Eve morning, Eva, the local guide,
pointed out the church where Jan Hus, the early Protestant reformer (15th Century)
preached against the worst excesses of the Roman Catholic Church. He was subse-
guently burned as a heretic. She also mentioned that there was a Hussite service at
10 p.m. that evening at another of the local churches.
Accordingly, a small band of intrepid Brits set forth after dinner to find this church
which we located down a side street in the old town.
The church was an ancient Romanesque building with small high windows painted
white inside although | could make out the remains of a mural on the south wall. The
pews were of dark wood as was the altar table set with a fair, white cloth on which
stood a plain, antique silver chalice, a matching plate with communion wafers, a sil-
ver candle stick and burning white candles and a ledtwend book. There was no
choir or organ.
The Priest, a tall, welbetup man in his late forties wore a severe, long black robe
with a white stole around his neck. He sang the whole of the service in Czech in a
beautiful tenor voice. The congregation remained seated making the required re-
sponses. We only stood for the reading of the Eucharist. From what went on | could
discern that the order of service was very similar to our own. | could definitely dis-
cern the rhythm of the creed and the L
know the music to the first two hymns which they sang in a strange, rhythmic, met-
rical style reminiscent of the orthodox rite. Then we all filed forward to receive the
Sacrament from the Priest standing in front of the Altar. | raised my hands as usual

but with a Atut, tuto and a shake of t
popped it into my mouth which was conveniently open at the time!

The | ast hymn was A0 come all ye faith
one a AHappy Christmaso in English and

spoke English asked where we were from and the Priest asked me to convey his
warmest good wishes and blessings to his brothers and sisters in Christ in the UK.
Outside it was a bitterly cold, frosty st@rnight and all the trees in the squares of
Prague and along the riverbanks were hung with twinkling fairy lights. We agreed
that it had been a spiritual and magical Christmas Eve when three travellers in an an-
tique land had literally wandered haphazardly by starlight into the Kingdom of
Heaven. Sometimes when | am travelling around the antiquities in foreign lands, |
have the strange feeling of not being sure which century | am in.

AAh! 0 said Eva the next day as we hack
Catholic Cathedral while she recounted memories of her girlhood among Commu-

ni st s, AFreedom is everything!o Amen t

Christine Rees, St C
At Sunday School, Josh was told how Ev
week his mother found him clutching hi
matter ?0 asked his mother. Al have a p
wi fel! o
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CHRISTIAN PRAYER
Thank you Lord

| HAVE sometimes suggested to older people who are passing through a time of
spiritual dryness and depression that they write out a prayer of thanksgiving for the
care and the love of God through the years. Quite recently | had a letter from such a
person who enclosed the prayer she had made. | will quote from part of it: 'Thank
you for your love and care throughout my childhood, and your love surrounding me
even when | did not know it, full of pity for me when unintentional hurts made me
feel unloved and unloveable. Thank you for the blessing of growing up in your
Church, for the kindness of family and friends, for opportunities through Guiding,
University, and teaching. Thank you for Keith's love, our family life, our children,
daughterdan-law and grandchildreand for all your patience and forgiveness
through all our stupidity and failure. | praise you for all that you gave me .. ." So of-
ten we seem to forget to say thank you to God. How many people say grace before
meals today? Even Christians forget this simple and basic acknowledgement of our
utter and absolute dependence on God and his creation for our life and sustenance.
What is it about saying thank you that seems to be distressing to many? Is it the em-
barrassment of feeling beholden to people for something that they have done for us?
How many senior relations, parents, aunts and uncles, and friends, wait for the
'thank you' that never comes, acknowledging the gifts they have made? It is evi-
dently a bad trait in human nature because St Luke tells the story of the ten lepers
who were healed and only one returned to 'give thanks'. We seem to be so easily sur-
prised and delighted by our good fortune that we altogether forget to whom we owe
this sudden release. | think too, that the psychology of the situation turns on the sim-
ple truth that it is easier to give than to receive. The art of receiving gifts is not an
easy one to learn. We hate to feel that someone has gone 'one up' on us by placing us
in their debt. True Christian humility teaches the exact opposite of all this. We
should be grateful for any simple kindness done to us because it is a basic courtesy
and because by so doing we give pleasure to the donor. When Jesus was anointed
with oil by Mary he remarked that this act of love was a foreshadowing of his
anointing at his burial. Thank you Lord, must be our daily prayer.
N.W.G.

Reproduced from Abba Imma a miscellany of pieces for the Parish Magazine by Norman Goodacre,

published by The Canterbury Press

[ -

Parish Hall 100 Club

| |
i February winners: March winners: I
iMargaret and David Pendlebury£32 John Gough £32 !
1John Payn £5 Gaynor Williams !
Sue Ireland £5 Brenda Parsons :

|
]

Most folks are about as happy as they make up their minds-tAdv@aham Lincoln
Most people would rather be cert-ain the
Robert Anthony
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AHop On For Herefordshire!o
Community Use of Church Buildings
A coach tour of three successful projects in Hereford Diocese
FRIDAY 30th APRIL
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

Depart from Coychurch, Bridgend at 8.30am Further pickup points to be confirmed.
Please bring a packed lunch with you.

A Find a vision for your community

A Practical steps to project planning I
A Fhamndsat¢counts of the experiences of parishes which are running community
projects

A - Wendy Coombey, the Hereford Diocese (
ficer, will be with us to answer your questions

St Leonardbs, Yarpol e

This church has #rdered the nave area to become a flexible community space, with
kitchen and toilet facilities, a village shop and Post Office and a host of
environmentallgriendly features

St Peter 0s, Peterstow
The nave area has been transformed into a flexible community space
St Peter 0s, Peterchurch

A major redevelopment project which now means that, amongst other things, the
church is home to the village public library

Diocese of Llandaff Care of Churches and Parish Resources Departments

If anyone is interested in going on this trip, the application form can be had from

David Pendlebury or John Gough.

The original poster that the above was taken from wambed by the Diocesan Of-

fice some two weeks after | wrote the article on page 10. | had no previous knowledge
of it. Honest!

It looks an interesting trip, but the date coincides with the Pentyrch WI trip to Paris,
and that is when the men become temporary members of thdMih Gough

THANKS
We are most grateful to Mrs Janet Ranson for kindly donating a petrol strimmer for
use in St. Davidodéos Churchyard.

This will be of great assistance to Harry Mason who works so hard in the mainte-
nance of the churchyard in St. Davidos
the neat appearance of the churchyard, as indeed do the worshippers in Groesfaen.

iPentyrch Art Group will be holding their 15th Annual Exhibition at Pentyrch
: Village Hall on Sunday, 16th May 2010. The exhibition opens at 10.00 am and
iCloses at 6.00 pm. Admission is free and free refreshments will alsered.
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The following article is another that | have taken from the magazine of Llantrisant
Parish Magazine. It is particularly interesting because Gwynllyw and Gwladys were
the parents of Catwg (in the article Cadoc). The Cathedral in Newport is dedicated
to St Woolas, a corruption of Gwynllyw. So walking naked through Newport and
bathing in the tidal waters of the River Usk must have had its rewardslG

29" MARCH: GWYNLLYW AND GWLADYS

Gwynllyw and Gwladys should be the patron saints of all parents who embar-
rass their children with their behaviour in public.

Gwynllyw was a chieftain of SE Wales in th® @&ntury, and he was definitely
‘one of the lads'spending his days binge drinking and trying to kick the

brains out of anyone who crossed his path. This was a trial for Cadoc, his
Christian son, who did not care to bring any friends hemecase his father
attacked them on the spot.

His mother was not exactly Mrs Beeton either. Gwladys had come from a fam-
ily of 24 children, where she'd learnt survival but not any refined manners.
Violence was her preferred form of hospitality, as well.

Even when Cadoc somehow managed to convert them both to Christianity,
Gwynllyw and Gwladys did not become the sort of couple you'd want in your
home group at church. After they moved to Stow Hill, near Newport in Gwent,
they got it into their heads that the Lord wanted them clean and cold. So each
day they would strip stark naked and walk for a mile up to the river Usth
winter and summer alikeand back againin the nude!

Poor Cadoc. Some parents are simply eccenamo embarrass their children.

THE CENTRE OF THE BIBLE
The following theory has been put forward for your consideration.

What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?
Answeri Psalm 117

What is the longest chapter in the Bible?
Answeri Psalm 119

Which chapter is in the centre of the Bible?
Answeri Psalm 118

Facti There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118
Facti There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118
Add these numbers up and you get 1188

What is the centre verse in the Bible?

Answer Psalm 118:8

17



POINTS TO PONDER

|l n the March magazin
with Dblack hair. A
ing an untruth we asked which is which.

told of a boy
t h

e e
O6m a girl o said €

The answer is that the boy has red hair and the girl black hair. There are four possi-
ble combination$ truetrue, truefalse, falsetrue, and falsdalse. It is not the first,

since we are told that at least one statement is false. Nor is it the second or third be-
cause in each case if one told an untruth, then the other could not have been telling
the truth. Therefore it is the fourthboth told an untruth.

Now for this monthds puzzl e

Presidents iHer e i s an odd i1tem, Professor F
newspaper. Al't says here that three of
died on the Fourth of July. | wonder what the odds are against a coincidence like

t hat ?0 Al 6m not sure, o0 replied the pr
can name one of the three who died on

Assuming that the professor had no prior knowledge of the dates on which any of
the presidents died, was he justified in offering such odds?

Answer next month. If you have any puzzles you wish to share please contact the
Vicari along with the answers.

i Luke 24: 1-6 Easter Day
Now uponthe first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto; the
'sepulchre bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others W|th
them And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entéred in,
and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much
Iperplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: ahd as
ithey were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto ther‘n Why
iseek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen.
|

ILord Jesus Christ, forgive us for the times when we have forgotten Thy Rlsen Pres-
'ence for ever with us. |

IForglve us for times when we failed in some task, because we did not ask Thy help.
.Forgive us for times when we fell to some temptation, because we tried to me'et it by
|ourselves

iFrom fiThe Pl ain Mandés Book of Pr ayér 0 I
|Books

Of cheerfulness, or a good temper the more it is spent, the more of it remains. Ralph Waldo Emer-
son
The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else up. Mark Twain
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(E WARDS

COACH HOLIDAYS

Canterbury

Staying at: The Best Western Abbots Barton Hotel
Departing: 6th September 2010

Your Price Includes:
Executive coach travel; d f I
4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast;
2 full day Excursions to 5 ays rom on y
Hever Castle & Hythe

Abbots Barton Hotel:
This gothic style building, dating back to the 1830s,
became a hotel in 1927 and since has served the
needs of the historic city of Canterbury. Today the
Best Western Abbots Barton Hotel has been

tastefully, yet traditionally, refurbished to offer all
the comforts and amenities of a first class modern
hotel, with gardens and all the charm and H
atmosphere times gone by. The hotel is situated SIngle Hefalsn supplement £60 HEH BEESO
5 mins walk from County Cricket Ground.

Please Contact Gwyneth Thomas

02920 891354

Deposits for this holiday are due now. In fact, the sooner the better, so that we
know that there is sufficient interest to proceed. A cheque for £20 made payable
to Edwards Travel should be handed to Gwyneth, David Pendlebury
(02920892077), John Gough (02920891721) or any church warden.

Hever Castle has been extensively restored in the last 20 years, and was the
childhood home of Anne Boleyn and, later, of Anne of Cleves.

The Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch | ight
railway, with rolling stock one third of full size. Hythe is a mediaeval cinque

ort.
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JOHN 20:24-27 JESUS APPEARS TO THOMAS | Nextweekend's Fasting &
Prayer Conference
_ in Whitby includes all
THOMAS . FINGER PENCE meals.
DISCIPLES THRUST REACH . .
it e o] EAITHLESS 'Sunday morning sermon:
LORD DOORS ANswWereD | 'Jesus Walks on the Water
EXCEPT SHUT GOD Sunday evening sermon:
HANDS JESUS NOT SEEN | 'Searching for Jesus.’
NAILS MIDST BLESSED _
Remember in prayer the
BELVESEUJINEGNEFPS 1 DAN| manywho are sick of our
EHRYSOOEORSTUCXEIGNB Community_
LTANDHASCEGHSAMSCNSLI gmieatsomeone who is
|l UDNAM I UPAHOMACI PTWSI| ha to love.
NHEZDYESLGCVLB.I Eg:‘;i; Say 'Hell' to someone who
ODA I LSVPEHE t E [') 5‘ > o . &, doesntcare much about you.
TSP LAELARDP S 5 L | Next Thursday there will be
STXEDBNSENESLAIANA .

A L 1 1| tryouts for the choir. They
EYPCLHEYGS 1 FSHTO
EASSELHTIAFRZESRGOD PE need all the help they can
NMIHTODI!OUTRATHCARDYV get_. _
HTKNSSGODBSCHIPI1DLSE IrV|ngBensonar!dJeSS|e
Esc I DCO 1l PLESDEUEBTXCc| Carter were married on Oc-
I DoOM 1S TD I ELEVTTDCP EJ| tober24inthe church. So
THCUMFAAXPSTROHSRXSN ands a friendship that began
UHsRENNTISOEHOEFFUEaintheirschooldays.
HFOEHOCDEEGMI KUOET O Thesehave all appeared in
sTBBEFFLINBUTSERERD 5 | church magazines or so | am led
EHIRONBE I USMOTNOMDRDI ,peajieve They have also ap-
MNOTDFAFSTHRUSTCOTEN gegredin this magazine previ-

ously!

Li stening € at Christmas and al ways

A few years after | left my secondary school in Manchester, | was invited to help out
with the school's Christmas Fair and | decided to have a go at being Father Christ-
mas. | had recently grown my first full beard and thought that | would enter into the
role by rubbing flour into my growth. Though | say it myself, | looked rather splen-
did and certainly | attracted lots of custom.

| was enjoying myself enormously, bringing a sense of magic to so many young chil-
dren, but | was mystified by one young boy who paid for a second visit and then as-
tonishingly for a third. The presents on offer were really pretty pitiful, so | asked him
why he was coming to see me so often. He answered simply: "l just love talking to
you".

It was then that | realised that, in many households, parents do not encourage their
children to talk and really listen to them. This was a lesson that | have taken with me
throughout my life. So, at home, at work, socially, always encourage family, friends,

colleagues to talk about themselves and their feehlagsl really listen.

Author: Roger Darlington
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It is now time for marshals to
tell David Pendlebury of their
availability.

Recently the National Police
Cross Country Champion-
ships were held in Pentyrch.

| went around inviting ath-
letes to return to Pentyrch to
run in our race. A number, for
example from Lothian district
of Scotland laughed and de-
clined, and those from Essex
said it was too far and they
di dndét have a
mountain to practice on! But
quite a number were aware of
the race and knew a number
of colleagues who had com-
peted in the past.

When | spoke to a group from
Hampshire and told them that
some years ago a lady stone
mason from Winchester
Cathedral came, ran, won and
went home, one lady police
office gave me the stone ma-

sonds name and
a really tough

Three men married wives from different countries.

The first man married a woman from China. He told her that she was to do their
dishes and house cleaning. It took a couple of days, but on the third day, he came
home to see a clean house and dishes washed and put away.
The second man married a woman from lItaly. He gave his wife orders that she was
to do all the cleaning, dishes and the cooking. The first day he didn't see any results,
but the next day he saw it was better. By the third day, he saw his house was clean,
the dishes were done and there was a huge dinner on the table.

The third man married a girl from England. He ordered her to keep the house
cleaned, dishes washed, lawn mowed, laundry washed, and hot meals on the table
for every meal. He said the first day he didn't see anything, the second day he didn't
see anything but by the third day, some of the swelling had gone down and he could
see a little out of his left eye, and his arm was healed enough that he could fix him-

self a sandwich and load the dishwasher.
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