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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH  

VICAR  
 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong  

 

 

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

 

Creigiau Church Hall  

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

         WEEKDAYS  

 

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

Church Club 

 

Parish Hall   Wednesday 4 p.m. 

 

 

    BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 
By arrangement with the vicar 

 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the 

month. You can also contact me on: 029 20891721       

        2 
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  From the Vicarage Window 
  

Dear Friends 

From the Vicarage window for the latter 

part of April and into May, I have been 

looking out onto scaffolding as quite ex-

tensive work has been undertaken to the 

upper part of the Vicarage.  This includes 

replacing rotten woodwork, re-tiling, as-

bestos removal and renewal of the gutter-

ing.  A handy spin off has been that my 

amateur radio antenna is a bit higher with 

improved reception and according to other 

operators a better signal strength on trans-

mission. 

 

The scaffolding was secured with poles 

clamped together to form a secure walk-

way for the workmen.  It was important 

that they were bound together securely, 

otherwise they could not guarantee safe 

working conditions.  It was also important 

that there was no corrosion or other weak-

nesses and of course that the planks of 

wood which formed the walkway were 

strong enough to hold the weight of the 

workmen and their tools.  Once the scaf-

folding is erected it is very difficult to re-

move any of the poles and thus weaken the 

structure (not that I tried). 

 

All this has set me thinking about our-

selves as members of Godôs Church here 

on earth.  It was essential that the right 

number of poles and planks were brought 

to put together.  This reminds us that each 

one of us is important to God.  God calls 

us to serve Him, to serve others in His 

Name.  Each one of us has a calling ï a vo-

cation from God.  For some people in 

Godôs Church this may be a calling to 

serve Him in the ordained ministry of His 

Church.  Could this be so with some-

body reading this magazine?  There 

is always a need to support those 

who feel called to the ordained min-

istry and the Bishops of the Church 

in Wales ask us to pray that God will 

be active in calling forth anew as an 

active field of ministers to assist in 

leading the Church into the future.   

 

But back to the scaffolding poles.  

Whilst important in itself and an es-

sential part of the whole, its effec-

tiveness is seen particularly as a part 

of the whole and it draws its strength 

from being linked to the other poles. 

 

As members of Godôs Church we are 

strong together ï we strengthen and 

encourage each other through the 

power of the fellowship of Godôs 

Holy Spirit. 

 

The Apostle St. Paul once reminded 

the Christians in Ephesus that they 

belonged together.  He told them 

óYou are members of Godôs very 

own family, citizens of Godôs coun-

try and you belong in Godôs house-

holdô with every other Christian.  We 

who believe are carefully joined to-

gether in Christ. 

 

Together ï thatôs a wonderful word.  

When we come together with each 

other and with Jesus in His Church 

and as members of His Church 

Godôs Holy Spirit binds us strongly 

together.  As the workmen walk 

along the planks certain they are 
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safe, so as we walk through our lives we 

know we are upheld by the strength and 

fellowship of Godôs Holy Spirit to encour-

age each other and to fulfil our calling to 

serve God and in serving God to serve 

others in His name. 

Your friend and Vicar 

John Binny 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 

HOLY BAPTISM   óGrafted into the Body of Christô 

 

St. Catwgôs Church 

 

April 25th    Hannah May Bartholomew 

May 2nd    Edward Llewellyn Davies 

May 16th    Connor James Robinson 

 

Holy Matrimony    óThat they may be oneô 

 

St. Catwgôs Church 
 

April 23rd    Gareth Alexander Bourne  

     and Hannah Christine Lewis 

 

May 1st    Philip John Barry 

     and Claire Lindsay Winstone 

 

May 22nd    James Philip Norcott  

     and Cari Sowden-Taylor 

  

St. Davidôs Church    

 

May 23rd    Andrew John Bishop  

     and Helen Lewis 

 

 

Funerals  óMay she may rest in peaceô 
 

May 18th  Elizabeth Battershell 

  

 

We thank God for her life and our prayers and sympathy are with her loved ones. 

 

Elizabeth Battershell  - lived in Llantrisant and worshipped latterly in St. Davidôs 

before ill health meant her being taken into residential care.  She was devoted to her 

family (who live in Africa) as they were to her.  Elizabeth had a very strong and liv-

ing Faith and trusted in God implicitly.  Elizabeth was described as being bold and 
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uncompromising in her faith which shone through all she did and which she loved to 

share with others. 

PENTYRCH PARISH FAMILY EUCHARIST  

 

The Pentyrch Parish Eucharist was held on the first Sunday of May when we were 

preparing for Christian Aid Week and this was the theme for the readings, prayers and 

hymns. 

 

In his address the Vicar spoke about the Parable of the Good Samaritan and how this 

emphasises our dependency on each other ï passing on a kindness ï and he linked 

this with the work of Christian Aid and emphasised how we, who are fortunate not to 

be wanting, can show our thankfulness for this by seeking to help others.  Christian 

Aid Posters were displayed on the prayer board in the hall. 

 

Many thanks to all who were involved in the service.  To Andrew Dodd for arranging 

readers, Andrew Davies for the most meaningful on-screen presentation, the refresh-

mentsô team, Frances Simpson for the flowers, and Sue Dodd and the music group. 

 

If there are any musicians or people who would like to take part in the service, please 

see Andrew and Sue Dodd or the Vicar. 

 

Please note the next service is on the first Sunday ï 6th June  and then July  4th in the 

Parish Church Hall, Creigiau at 10.30 a.m. 

PARISH  HALL UPDATE  

 

The garden at the Parish Hall for which part of the Welsh Assembly Government 

Community facilities and Activities Programme Grant was given is now finished with 

artificial turf and flower beds which are to be maintained by the Playgroup, but from 

which the community will benefit.  Roots and Shoots carried out the work.  The fenc-

ing at the rear has been put in place and it all looks very smart. 

 

We issue a reminder that the Hall will be closed from 19th July for a month so that the 

remainder of the work, the new kitchen, can be installed.  Apologies for the inconven-

ience. 

A little three year old boy was crying very loudly and his parents rushed into his 

room to find out why. He had swallowed a penny and was convinced he was going to 

die, and no amount of reassurance would comfort him.  Finally, the father palmed a 

penny, rubbed the boyôs stomach and pretended to pull the penny out of his sonôs ear. 

The little boy started smiling when he saw the penny, and quickly snatched it out of 

his fatherôs hand, swallowed it and said, ñDo it again, Dad!ò 
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ANNUAL VESTRY MEETINGS  

 

The Annual Vestry Meetings of Pentyrch Parish and Capel Llanilltern Parish were 

held in the second half of April with the Agendas set by the Church in Wales. 

 

After the prayers and Introduction the Minutes of the 2009 Meeting were approved. 

 

The Vicar presented the Parish Report for 2009 with a review of the year. A particu-

lar tribute was made in Capel Llanilltern to Russell Jenkins, a serving Churchwar-

den.  Thanks were accorded to all Church and Parish Officers, Parochial Church 

Councillors and others who had contributed in any way to the life of the Church and 

Parish, serving God with their time and skills. 

 

Mention was made of the Parishôs gratitude to Canon Jack Buttimore for his minis-

try in Pentyrch and Capel Llanilltern and to Rev. Barbara John and Mr Victor Steele 

for their ministry at Capel Llanilltern. 

 

The Fabric Reports for Churches and Churchyards were given and the Treasurers 

presented the Financial Statements for the year 2009, which were received, dis-

cussed and approved.  Reports were received on the Deanery and Diocesan Confer-

ences. 

 

The appointments and elections of Parish Officers for the coming year were an-

nounced and held (lists elsewhere) before the proceedings concluded with a prayer. 

THANKS  

At the Annual Vestry Meeting of the Parish of Pentyrch, David Pendlebury and 

Janet Jones stood down as Churchwardens of St. Catwgôs and St. Davidôs respec-

tively. 

 

David Pendlebury has been a Churchwarden for six years, the maximum number 

of consecutive years allowed by the Constitution of the Church in Wales.  In that 

time David has worked most carefully and conscientiously in all aspects of parish 

life, often going beyond the call of duty.  He has worked and liaised with contrac-

tors in the Church and Churchyard as well as with the architect at the time of the 

Quinquenial Inspection and planning alterations to the Church Room.  David 

served on the Parish Health and Safety Committee and has been a member of the 

Church Hall Committee.  The parish has benefited considerably from his wise 

guidance and the way he has put his gifts and talents at our disposal. 

 

Each week David produces the readingsô sheets for the Sunday Eucharists and he 

proof reads the Parish Magazine.  We are fortunate in that David continues on the 

Parochial Church Council, serving from the Vestry Meeting as Secretary. 

He is a great walker and works with John Gough to arrange the Pentyrch Hill Race 

and last year be organised the Parish Walk.  Through the years David has worked 
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well with his co-wardens and has been well supported by Margaret and indeed they 

co-ordinate the distribution of the Community Link and the Parish Christmas Card. 

 

Thank you David for everything. 

 

Janet Jones has served as Church Warden at St. Davidôs for two years and in that 

time has attended to her duties most carefully and conscientiously in Church and 

Churchyard as well as in the Parish as a whole.  We are very grateful for all her 

hard work and time devoted to St. Davidôs. 

 

Janetôs attention to detail is greatly appreciated as has been the way she has worked 

with her Co-Churchwarden Roger Williams.  St. Davidôs is prepared for worship, 

ensuring that the clergy arriving have everything in place to begin the service and 

that everything is put away afterwards.  In all this Janet has been well supported by 

Peter, including the Christmas card delivery. 

 

Thankfully we shall still have the benefit of Janetôs wisdom and practical service on 

the Parochial Church Council.  All at St. Davidôs are, of course, enormously grate-

ful to Janet for playing the organ when Jane Williams is away. 

 

Janet went beyond the call of duty in her work.  Thank you Janet 

 

Julia Winkler did not seek re-election as a Churchwarden in Capel Llanilltern but 

has over the three years of her term of office fulfilled her role most conscientiously 

and efficiently often going beyond the call of duty. 

 

Julia has attended to all sorts of aspects of life at St. Ellteyrnôs including prepara-

tion of the Church for worship, coming earlier on a Sunday Morning, returning for 

morning service and clearing away later.  All who take services are grateful that 

everything is ready for worship.  Julia also draws up the flower rota and arranges 

the new altar frontals. 

 

Julia worked well with her co-wardens and also with her extra responsibilities when 

Russell Jenkins became unwell.  In this she was well supported by Denise Jenkins 

and others in Church whom we thank also.  Julia also had to look to the needs of 

her mother in her ill health.  It is so good that we shall continue to have the benefit 

of Juliaôs wisdom and skills as she serves as Secretary on the Parochial Church 

Council as well as still being involved in different aspects of  Church life.  She is to 

continue to represent the parish on the Area Deanery Conference.  Julia has just be-

come a grandmother again and we extend our congratulations. 

 

Thank you Julia. 
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Parish of Pentyrch Annual Vestry Meeting 

 

The following were appointed officers of the church: 

St Catwgôs Church: 

Peopleôs Warden: Jane Rees   Vicarôs Warden: Andrew Dodd 

St Davidôs Church:  

Peopleôs Warden: No appointment. Vicarôs Warden: Roger Williams 

Parish Treasurer: John Davey 

Parish Secretary: David Pendlebury 

Child Protection Officer: Sue Dodd 

Gift Aid Secretaries: Martin Cragg;  Margaret McKay 

Parish Magazine: John Gough 

Section Secretary: St Catwgôs: Gill Stevens; St Davidôs: Margaret McKay 

Section Treasurers: St Catwgôs: Martin Cragg; St Davidôs: Margaret McKay 

 

St Catwgôs PCC: Mrs M Pendlebury, Mrs R Davies, Mrs C Davies, Mrs M Gough, 

Mrs J Howarth, Mr R Simpson, Mr J Gough, Mr G Longmore.  

St Davidôs PCC: Mrs J Jones, Mrs G Owen, Mrs P Bevan, Mrs L Meakin, Miss J 

Williams, Mrs S Hall, Mrs H Davey, Mr G Moses 

Diocesan Conference Representative: Mr G Moses 

Deanery Conference Representatives: Mr R Simpson; Mr G Moses; Mr R Wil-

liams, Miss J Rees, Mrs C Davies. 

 

Sidespersons St Catwgôs:  The Misses A Angle, M Curran, R Davies, S Dodd, J 

Howarth, R James, P Johnson, M Priest, G Stevens, G Thomas, D Walters, C Web-

ster, G Williams. Messrs. J Aikister, D Ashmore, M Cragg, M Green, J Jones, D 

Lewis, G Longmore, J Payn, D Pendlebury, R Simpson. 

Sidespersons St Davidôs: The Misses P Bevan, L Collings, H Davey, S Hall, F Hill, J 

Jones, C Mason, M McKay, L Meakin, G Owen, J Ranson, K Treharne, J Wood, A 

Woodley. Messrs J Davey, R Lang, H Mason, S McKay, G Moses, R Woodley, Dr P 

Jones. 

Auditor: Mr David Ashmore.  

Parish of Capel Llanilltern Annual Vestry Meeting 

The following were appointed officers of the church: 

 

Churchwardens: Mrs Denise Jenkins; Mrs Anne Hughes 

Secretary  Mrs Julia Winkler 

Treasurer  Mr Eric Willis 

Parochial Church Councillors: Mrs Linda Davies; Mr Roy Davies; Mrs Judith 

Williams; Mr Barry Coslett 

Diocesan Conference Representative: Mrs Linda Davies 

Deanery Conference Representative: Mrs Julia Winkler 

Child Protection Officer: Mrs Linda Davies 

Gift Aid Secretary: Mr Eric Willis 
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CHRISTIAN AID LUNCH  

 

A good crowd gathered for the special lunch in the Parish 

Church Hall. 

Lunch began with a special interactive prayer during which all 

sipped a beaker of water until empty, reflecting on how we use 

water each day and how we would manage with just a limited supply.  This helped us 

focus our minds on the work of Christian Aid and mindful of the needs of those who 

live with very limited supplies. 

Our first course was a tasty variety of soups followed by a selection of delicious des-

serts, coffee and tea.  The drawing of the raffle concluded the proceedings and every-

one agreed that it was a good way to raise money for Christian Aid, sharing good 

food and each others friendship. 

 

Many thanks to all who came, donated raffle prizes and the Parish Social Committee 

who prepared the hall and catered for the lunch. 

The Sine Nomine Concert in St.Catwgôs Church 
Saturday 8th April 2010 

In support of Christian Aid  
On that evening an audience of some eighty people were privileged to be present at 

a feast of fine music given by the Sine Nomine Singers. The programme, arranged 

by their conductor Richard Jenkins, led us, though not in a strict chronological or-

der,  from the early days of polyphony with Fallant, Tallis and Tye, though the de-

velopments  made by Handel, Mozart, Mendelssohn to the later works of Rossini, 

Grieg, Vaughan-Williams, Casals, Tavener and Rutter. In this the choir were ably 

supported by their organist, John Cheer, who exploited the tonal qualities of the St. 

Catwgôs organ to the full. Their singing is renowned for its clarity, colour, diction 

and balance and, on the evening, this was well illustrated by the flow and elegance 

of ñAve Verum Corpusò contrasting with the grandeur of ñQuando Corpusò. 

 

Some choirs have choristers who sing solos and others soloists that sing in the 

choir. Sine Nomine have the luxury of being in the latter class. Their soloists, each 

in their own way, gave us the full range of tonal expression 

from Gavin Daviesôs depth and resonance to the bell like 

tones of the sopranos. At the same time they slid back to 

their places in the choir and showed themselves to be ex-

cellent team players by complementing the choir without in 

any way outshining their colleagues. 

 

Our congratulations and thanks go to each and everyone of 

them. 

 Gordon Longmore 
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P0INTS TO PONDER 

 

Last monthôs puzzle was about:-  

 

The Stranger 

A husband and wife were speeding into town when their car ran out of petrol.  The man 

went for help after making sure that his wife closed the windows and locked the doors of 

the car.  Upon his return, he found that his wife was feeling rather unwell and a stranger 

was in the car.  The windows were still closed, the doors were still locked, and no damage 

was done to the car.  So, why was the woman feeling unwell and who was the stranger?   

 

Answer 

The woman had given birth in the car and the stranger was the new born baby 

 

Now for this monthôs puzzle: 

Computers 

A computer buff called Hacker owned several computers.  All but four of them were Ap-

ples, all but two of them were Commodores and all but two of them were IBMôs.  How 

many computers does our friend Hacker own? 

 

 

Answer next month.  If you have any puzzles you wish to share please contact the Vicar ï 

along with the answers.  

PENTYRCH OPEN GARDENS 

As in previous years, St. Catwgôs Church is delighted to be once more involved in the 

Open Gardens Weekend. 

The Church will open on Saturday 10th July from 10.00 oôclock until  

5 p.m. and Sunday from 12.30 p.m. until 5 p.m. to welcome visitors to look around, see 

the vestments, silver and old Church Records, Registers etc. 

We will be glad of the help of Church people to act as welcomers, 

and to prepare refreshments. We are looking for help in preparing the  

Churchyard, and of course the Church itself.  All who are willing to 

help in any capacity please contact the Vicar.   

 

A special Songs of Praise Service will be held on Sunday 4th July at 

6.00 p.m. in St. Catwgôs when we welcome host gardeners and others 

to our service.  Please come along to thank God for His creation and 

all His goodness. This is always a very special and enjoyable service. 

Donôt forget, mark  in your diary: 

November 13th 2 p.m. Parish Christmas Fayre ï Parish  Hall  
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Please Give Me Bread  

A young orphan boy wandered the streets and towns in search of food. As he travelled 

down a road that he had never travelled before, he came across the biggest house he 

had ever seen. Surely they had food to spare for a starving boy. He knocked on the 

door and the rich man that owned the house came to the door. The boy begged him for 

some food. The man said: ñWait here and I will bring you some food.ò 

The man returned and handed the boy some fresh baked corn bread. The boy looked at 

the bread and threw it as far away as he could. The man said: ñYou asked for food and 

then throw it away after I gave it to you, why?ò The boy said: ñBread! Bread! Bread! 

that's all anyone ever gives me, is bread. A big house like this, surely you can give me 

something better than bread to eat?ò  

The man said: ñWhat would you like for me to give you to eat?ò The boy said: ñMeat, 

give me some meat to eat.ò The man said: ñCome inside and I will have the Cook pre-

pare meat for you to eat.ò The boy waited, while the food was being prepared. The rich 

man had no family of his own, just the twenty workers that raised his crops and four 

who served in the house to cook and clean. The boy told the man that if he lived in a 

big house like this, that he would never eat bread again.  

The man walked into the kitchen and returned saying that the food was now ready. He 

led the boy to a long table covered with meat of every kind. The man said to the boy: 

ñBefore you eat there are some conditions you must agree to. You can stay here a 

month and eat three meals a day with me at this table. But only meat, you are not to 

eat any bread until next month after the very last grain is harvested and stored in the 

barn.ò  

The boy said: ñWhat kind of work will I have to do to pay for all these meals?ò 

The man said: ñYou don't have to do any work at all.ò The boy said ñI can go the rest 

of my life without eating any bread, Mister, you have a deal.ò So the man told his 

Cook to fix what ever kind of meat the boy wanted and serve it to him, but without 

bread of any kind until after the grain is harvested and stored in the barn next month. .  

The boy ate a different kind of meat for each meal and it was cooked any way he 

wanted it cooked. This was fine for about week, but then he started thinking how nice 

it would be to just have even a tiny piece of bread to go along with the meat. After the 

second week, he was very tired of meat and all he could think about was the day he 

could eat some bread again. When harvest time came the boy went out into the fields 

and helped the workers harvest the crops and bring them to the barn for storage. The 

boy didn't have to help at all, but he worked harder than anyone else did. When the last 

grain was stored in the barn, the boy went running as fast as he could to the Cook yell-

ing: ñBread! Bread! please give me bread!ò 

W O R D S 

A husband read an article to his wife about how many words women use a 

day...30,000 to a man ' s 15,000. 

The wife replied, "The reason has to be because we have to repeat everything to 

men... 

The husband then turned to his wife and asked, "Pardon?" 
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And so to é Paris 

This year, gracious Gwynethôs glorious tours took us to Paris. As usual, we tiptoed 

through Pentyrch lugging our wheelie cases behind us, wheels rumbling in the early 

morning stillness, and right on time our blue Edwards transport quietly and smoothly 

left Pentyrch behind and set off for the port of Dover to catch the 1.30 ferry. 

Two hours went by and the question being whispered around the coach was ñWhen 

will Wayne stop?ò  And, as if he had heard the questions amid the clatter of polysty-

rene cups of coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cappucchino being distributed by Gwyneth 

(my how she has improved as a waitress over the years!) and her friend, Julie, up he 

chirped with ñIôm going to try and catch the midday ferry. Give you more time in 

Paris. The toilets are working, donôt open the wrong door, or we may have to scrape 

you up off the road. Is that all right?ò Of course it was. Four and a quarter hours after 

leaving Pentyrch, we stopping at customs at the harbour side in Dover, and straight 

onto the midday ferry we drove: The Pride of Dover. Very appropriate really. Early 

lunch mid-channel,  then onto French soil, a comfort stop, and into Paris over an hour 

early. 

We were staying at the Novotel in the La Defense area of Parisðmany people lik-

ened it to Canary Wharf with its towering glass buildings. At the far end is a modern 

huge arch from where you can look straight down the Avenue Charles de Gaul to the 

Arc de Triumph, some two to three miles distant. And there, in the rapidly darkening 

skies, the floodlit Eiffel Tower shone its lighthouse-like beam in our direction. 

Day two and we are left to our own resources. For most, that was an opportunity to 

discover or rediscover the beauties of Paris. The art galleries were obvious choices, 

and some headed for the Louvre, while we went to the Mus®e dôOrsay, the railway 

station converted to a gallery of impressionist paintings. Later it was Place de la Con-

corde and the Cathedral of Notre Dame. In the evening around Paris we went in the 

coach to see the city under lights. We even circled the Arc de Triumph twice because 

there was not enough traffic to make it exciting (according to Wayne!) . 

The following day we set off by coach for Sacré Coeur and quickly found ourselves 

climbing the multitude of steps to the church . What a mess we had to walk through! 

Although it was still quite early in the day, the litter and, especially, the broken bot-

tles made one feel like leaving immediately. It was awful! Some of our party queued 

to get into the church and reported that there was a service in progress with singing 

led by a group of nuns. Others of us walked past to the Place du Tertre where the art-

ists were busy at work selling and developing their works. I found that fascinating 

(we went round the block twice!) as I know many others did too. For the rest of the 

day Wayne dropped us off at various sites around the city so that in the two or so 

hours at each place we had time to do the touristy thing. That evening a communal 

meal in a restaurant, complete with an accordion player,  near the Moulin Rouge. This 

was a pleasant evening except that the accordion player either directed his sound to 

my hearing-aid, or his right  elbow to my head! 

Sunday meant a visit to Versailles and a trip down the Seine, both of which, I under-

stand were well received. However, Muriel and I went to visit our niece and her fam-

ily, important as there was a new member to be introduced to. 

That was our time virtually finished, and the following morning off we set after  
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breakfast for the longish drive to Calais for the ferry and home. 

Iôm sure that everyone had a good time, and thanks must be ex-

tended to Gwyneth Thomas for her organising skills and the time 

and effort she puts into all these trips. For a number it is the high-

light of their year. 

One final comment. When we arrived in Paris on the 29th April the 

temperature was 29ºC. The following day it was 19º, the day after it 

was 13º, and on the Sunday it was 12º. When we left on the Monday 

morning (May Day) it was just 6º C!   John Gough 
 The Church of the 

Sacré Coeur 

This story is from the Army Family Christian Union.  

  

A man went into a barber's shop to have his hair cut and his beard trimmed.  As the 

barber began to work, they began to have a good conversation.  They talked about 

various things and various subjects.  When they eventually touched on the subject 

of God, the barber said: "I don't believe that God exists."  "Why do you say that?" 

asked the customer.  "Well, you just have to go out in the street to realise that 

God doesn't exist.  Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick peo-

ple?  Would there be abandoned children?  If God existed, there would be neither 

suffering nor pain.  I can't imagine a loving God who would allow all of these 

things."  The customer thought for a moment, but didn't respond because he didn't 

want to start an argument.  The barber finished his job and the customer left the 

shop.  Just then, he saw a man in the street with long, stringy, dirty hair and an un-

trimmed beard.  He looked dirty and unkempt.  The customer turned back and en-

tered the barber's shop again and he said to the barber: "You know what, barbers do 

not exist."  "How can you say that?" asked the surprised barber, "I am here, and I 

am a barber.  And I just worked on you!"  "No!" the customer exclaimed.  "Barbers 

don't exist because if they did there would be no people with dirty long hair and un-

trimmed beards, like that man outside."  "Ah, but barbers DO exist!  That's what 

happens when people do not come to me," retorted the barber. "Exactly!" affirmed 

the customer.  "That's the point!  God, too, DOES exist.  That's what happens when 

people do not go to him and don't look to him for help.  That's why there's so much 

pain and suffering in the world." (Many thanks to whoever sent me this!) 

Children! A mother took her three year old daughter to church for the first time. 

The nave lights went down and the choir entered carrying candles. All was quiet 

until the little one started to sing in a loud voice: ñHappy birthday to you, happy 

birthday to you éò 

Attending a wedding for the first time, the little girl whispered to her mother, 

ñWhy is the bride wearing white?ò 

ñBecause white is the colour of happiness and today is the happiest day of her 

life.ò 

The child thought for a while and then asked, ñWhy is the groom wearing black?ò 
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How many of these can you find in the above circle? 

vocation ministry serve church god calling priest deacon presbyter prayer listen 

discern love hymns trust call  baptism discipleship teacher pastor preacher word  

bible obedience holiness life  hope witness vision inspire spirit hope wisdom  

ordinary freedom bless lead follow apostle future  generosity reader evangelist 

servant healer change transfigure ordain  

17th Century Nun's Prayer  

Lord, Thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older and will someday be 

old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on 

every occasion. Release me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me 

thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity 

not to use it all, but Thou knowest Lord that I want a few friends at the end. 

 Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. Seal 

my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing, and love of rehearsing them is becoming 

sweeter as the years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of others' pains, 

but help me to endure them with patience.  

I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessing cocksureness 

when my memory seems to clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson 

that occasionally I may be mistaken . 

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a Saint - some of them are so hard to live with 

but a sour old person is one oft crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability to see good 

things in unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, 0 Lord, the grace 

to tell them so.        From the Llanfrechfa Parish Magazine 

 



15 

CONFIRMATION  

The Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, the Rt. Rev. David Wilbourne will be confirming 

the candidates from our Deanery during the Eucharist in St Maryôs Church, St. Fa-

ganôs on Wednesday 20th October at 7.30 p.m. 

All who are interested in being confirmed or would like to know more should contact 

the Vicar. 

GOOD NEWS COFFEE MORNING 

Join the regular coffee drinkers and biscuit nibblers in the Parish Hall 

on Saturday 19 June at 10.a.m. You may be lucky and find a stall 

holder selling his or her wares. 

Those wanting to play lucky can buy a raffle ticket, and news of the 100 club will 

be announced. For more details of the 100 club contact Sue Hall on 029 20890087 

 

Winners of the May 100 club were: 

Harry and Carroll Mason  £30 

Isabel Bryce    £5 

John Gough    £5 

 

NAIL IN THE FENCE  
There once was a little boy who had a bad temper. His Father gave him a bag 

of nails and told him that every time he lost his temper, he must hammer a nail 

into the back of the fence. 

The first day the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Over the next few 

weeks, as he learned to control his anger, the number of nails hammered daily 

gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold  his temper than 

to drive those nails into the fence. Finally the day came when the boy didn't 

lose his temper at all. 

He told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy now pull out 

one nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper. The days passed and 

the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The 

father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, "You have 

done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the 

same. When you say things in anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You 

can put a knife in a man and draw it out. It won't matter how many times you 

say I'm sorry, the wound is still there. A verbal wound is as bad as a physical 

one.ò 

Friends are very rare jewels, indeed. They make you smile and encourage you 

to succeed. They lend an ear, they share words of praise and they always want 

to open their hearts to us. 

Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Pro-

ceeds will be used to cripple children.  

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and  

gracious hostility.  From Church magazines 
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The following is taken from ñHighlights of the Church in Wales 

Governing Body April 2010ò 

Canon Jack is the proud grandfather of another grandchild. Our congratula-

tions to Siân and Colin on the birth of a son, James Lloyd Jack. And, of course, 

congratulations to Canon Jack! 
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The Church in Wales is facing a severe shortage of clergy. Currently there are 

few men or women, training for the ministry. If you feel the priesthood is your 

vocation, speak to the Vicar in the first instance.. 

An article in the Western Mail on Monday 16th May referred to the appeal 

throughout the Church in Wales for more people to train for the ministry, as re-

flected in the above poster. It stated that a quarter of current clergy are due to re-

tire within the next decade and fewer than 10%  of priests were under 40. The 

church has begun a five-year recruitment drive with the focus on young Angli-

cans. The Church said it had found it more challenging to recruit people to the 

priesthood in recent times. 

The Bishop of St Asaph, Gregory Cameron, who led the initiative, said: ñWe re-

main convinced as a church that the ordained ministry has still an important role 

to undertake, and we need to do some work in seeking out vocations, especially 

among young people. This Sunday comes just at the point of the churchôs year 

when the disciples were waiting for the empowering of the Holy Spirit, and we 

are waiting for the empowering of the Holy Spirit, and we are waiting for Godôs 

spirit to renew our church in our own day.ò 

 


