
  

     

 April 2011 

The Magazine 

of 

The Parish of Pentyrch 

with 

Capel Llanilltern                                                                           

Eglwys Sant Catwg: St Catwgõs Church 

Eglwys Dewi Sant: St Davidõs Church,  

Eglwys Sant Ellteyrn: St Ellterynõs  

Price £1 

Head of Christ: Coventry Cathedral 



2 

THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH  

VICAR  
 

The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday only) 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

          6.00 p.m.          Evensong  

 

 

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

  

Creigiau Church Hall  

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

         WEEKDAYS  

 

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

    BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 
By arrangement with the vicar 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the 

month. You can also contact me on: 029 20891721         
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  From the Vicarage Window 
  

Dear Friends 
 

Something that I do not look forward to at 

this time of the year is filling out my Tax 

Return forms.  There are all the various 

calculations to work out and the different 

papers and other details to be gathered to-

gether to provide the information re-

quired.  This is not something I immedi-

ately put my mind to with any great relish 

and, of course, the forms arrive as the tax 

year ends which is usually a very busy 

time for a parish priest with Holy Week 

and Easter not far away. 

 

This year Easter is just about as late as it 

can be, which in some ways is just as well 

because another form to be tackled had to 

be completed on the 27th of March, or as 

soon as possible thereafter, so at least it 

could be out of the way before Holy Week 

and Easter.  This was, of course, the Cen-

sus Questionnaire which every household 

in the parish will have received.  Some 

questions were multiple choice and some 

more straightforward than others and they 

included a voluntary question asking us 

what our religion is. 

 

Censuses are taken every ten years.  In 

non-census years the population is esti-

mated with the aid of vital statistics if 

these are sufficiently reliable.  Strictly 

speaking the modern population census 

began to evolve only in the seventeenth 

century.  Before then inventories of peo-

ple, taxpayers or valuables were certainly 

made but the methods and purposes of 

such inventories were made to control 

individuals ï e.g. to identify who 

should be taxed, inducted into military 

service, or forced to work.  Because it 

was usually not to an individualôs in-

terest to be counted or to give correct 

information for these purposes the pre

-modern enumerations tended to be 

inaccurate.  A second difference was 

that early inventories did not seek to 

count all the people or even a repre-

sentative sample of them but only 

those in particular categories such as 

family heads or men of military age.  

Such surveys are known to have been 

made in ancient Babylonia, Palestine, 

Persia, China and Egypt.  Every five 

years the Romans enumerated citizens 

and their property to determine their 

liabilities.  This practice was extended 

to include the entire Roman Empire in 

5 BC.  After the collapse of Rome the 

practice was discontinued in the West 

until the modern period.  The main ex-

ception was the Doomsday Book, the 

inquest in 1086 which was made to 

acquaint William the Conqueror, King 

of England, with the landholders and 

holdings of his new domain.  Under 

threat of siege, the German city of 

Nuremberg made an almost complete 

count of its people in 1449.   

 

The modern idea of a population cen-

sus as a complete enumeration of all 

the people and their important charac-
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teristics for purposes of understanding 

the basic structure and trends of society, 

rather than for identifying and control-

ling particular individuals, slowly arose 

in the 17th and 18th centuries and the cen-

sus takers gradually learnt what was ba-

sic information and how to obtain it. 

 

Censuses were taken in Bible times.  We 

read of an enumeration and registration 

of  people made among the Hebrews ac-

cording to their tribe, family and house 

(Numbers 1.18) and in the wilderness, 

probably based on the reports of officers 

over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens 

(Exodus 18.25).  Besides enumerations 

of classes of the people, like that of the 

first born, a formal census of all the Isra-

elites of military age is recorded in the 

Old Testament as having been taken on 

three different occasions.  The first was 

taken at Mount Sina on the second 

month of the second year after they had 

left Egypt (Numbers chapter 1).  Records 

were made of men over twenty years of 

age and capable of bearing arms and 

those who had recently paid tribute.  The 

Levites, a tribe of Israel charged with the 

care of the sanctuary in the Temple were 

counted separately.  The second census 

was taken thirty-eight years later at the 

camp at Shittim in the Moalute country 

near the close of the forty years wander-

ing (Numbers 26).  The third census was 

made by order of David (2 Samuel Chap-

ter 24).  An enumeration was made of the 

exiles who returned to Jerusalem after 

they were forced into exile in Babylonia 

(Ezra Chapter 2). 

 

Probably the most well know census re-

corded in the Bible is the enrolment or-

dered by the Emperor Augustus for the 

Roman Empire shortly before the birth of 

Jesus (Luke Chapter 2).  St. Luke tells us 

how this census, when Quirinius was gov-

ernor of Syria, brings Joseph and Mary 

from Nazareth to the city of David, Beth-

lehem, because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, to be enrolled with 

Mary.  Bethlehem is the place of Josephôs 

ancestors ï his family home.  Born in 

Bethlehem Jesus was to be a King de-

scended from David but his kingship is a 

new kind and politically harmless.  

 

The life and ministry of Jesus brings in 

the Kingdom of God in the hearts and 

lives of people everywhere.  In Jesus we 

see God our Father.  In His love for us, 

God gave His only son who lived and 

died and rose again for each one of us.  In 

Holy Week and Easter this month we 

think of that as we follow Jesus to His 

death on the cross and then celebrate His 

triumph over death in His resurrection, 

rejoicing that Jesus lives for evermore and 

is with us in this life and the life to come 

as we are united with our loved ones who 

have gone before us. 

 

As we filled in the Census Form we may 

have wondered ï do I really count, am I 

really that important amongst so many in 

Britain today? 

 

We can be sure that if there was only one 

of us to save, Jesus would have died on 

the cross, such is His love for each one of 

us ï and the risen, living Jesus says to  
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each of us óI am with you always to the 

end of the ageô.   

 

Somebody once said on Holy Saturday ï 

Easter Eve, without tomorrow, yesterday 

would be unbearable. 

Alleluia! 

 

A very happy Easter to you all. 

 

Your friend and Vicar 

John Binny  

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

 

HOLY BAPTISM   óGrafted into the body of Christô 

 

St. Catwgôs, Pentyrch 

 

March 20th    Amelia Grace Martin 

 

St. Davidôs Church 

 

March 13th    Mia Jemma Coombes 

 

The Sine Nomine concert of music for Passiontide will take 

place at St Maryôs Church Coity, (Bridgend) on Sunday 10th 

April at 6.30 p.m. Please note the change of venue. More de-

tails from John Gough. 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES  
 

PALM SUNDAY ï 17th April  
 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 
 

8.00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 

9.00 a.m.   Sung Eucharist 

6.00 p.m.   Parish Service of Readings, Choral Music 

    and Hymns óThe Way to the Crossô 
 

St. Davidôs Church, Groesfaen 
 

10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist 
 

St. Ellteyrnôs Church, Capel Llanilltern 
 

10.30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist and Hymns 
 

Palm Crosses will be distributed at these services 

 

      HOLY WEEK  

Monday 18th April     Holy Eucharist  7.00 p.m. St. Catwgôs 

Tuesday 19th April     Holy Eucharist 10.00 a.m. St. Davidôs 

Wednesday 20th April    Holy Eucharist 10.00 a.m. St. Catwgôs 

Maundy Thursday 21st April   Holy Eucharist and Watch of the Passion 

       St. Catwgôs Church 7.30 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 22nd April    

11.00 a.m.  Liturgy and Devotions  St. Davidôs Church 

2.00 p.m.   Liturgy and Devotions  St. Catwgôs Church 
 

 EASTER DAY Sunday 24th April  
 

St. Catwgôs Church,  Pentyrch 

8.00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist  

9.00 a.m.   Sung Eucharist 

6.00 p.m.   Evensong 
 

St. Davidôs Church, Groesfaen 
 

8.00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist  

10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist 
 

St. Ellteyrnôs Church, Capel Llanilltern 
 

10.45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist and Hymns 

 

Everyone is very welcome at our services  
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St. David was celebrated in a very happy and joyful Parish Family 

Eucharist with a number of the congregation wearing red 

(including rugby shirts) and daffodils were also very much in evi-

dence. 

 

There was hearty singing of Welsh and English hymns and the 

Vicar spoke about the life of St. David and how he went about in 

Wales and beyond proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ fol-

lowing the example of the apostles and other leaders of the early church as we heard in 

the readings.  His life was based in the main monastery he built in St. Davidôs which 

was a centre of worship, education and care for the sick and the poor ï one of a number 

of monasteries he built in Britain.  

 

The prayers and readings reflected on Davidôs ministry and the ministry of the church 

in Davidôs time and in our day. 

 

Many thanks to all who were involved in the service.  To Andrew Dodd for arranging 

readers, to the Music Group and Sue Dodd for arranging the music and preparing hymn 

sheets, to Andrew Davies for the on-screen presentations and Frances Simpson for the 

flowers. 

Any musician wishing to join the Music Group or would like to take part in the service 

should contact Sue  Dodd,  Andrew Dodd or the Vicar. 

 

The next services will be on Mothering Sunday 3rd April and 1st May at 10.30 a.m. in 

the Parish Hall. 

A new icon of St David in St Davidôs Cathedral and the shrine to 

St David into which it will be placed as the shrine is restored 


