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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH

VICAR
The Rev. John Binny, The Vicarage, Pentyrch. Tel: 029 20890318

SUNDAY SERVICES
St. Catwgdés Church, Pentyrch
8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {4Sunday only)
9.00a.m. Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
6.00p.m. Evensong
St . Daviddés Church Groesfaen
8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {ISunday only)
10.30a.m. Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
St Ellteyrnbés Church Capel Ll anilltern
10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist
Creigiau Church Hall
10.30a.m. First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion
WEEKDAYS

St . Cat wgHbly Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
St . Da v i dHoly Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m.
Other services as announced

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE

By arrangement with the vicar

Articles for the magazine can bengailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the
month. You can also contact ime 029 20891721



From the Vicarage Window

Dear Friends
Marriage processions, as they passed
There is certainly no shortage of variety on through the streets, were accompanied
television these daywithmusiclasd s@hg. iWoraenands @ Go
ent o finished so t hema@easweticomédthd vialogoasware f t
World appeared with a magnificent feast of riors on their return home with music,
singing broadcast throughout the world. Resong and dance. Kings had their court
cently the talents of the young people of  musicians. The accession of a King to
Wales were exhibited on S4C at the Urdd Eithe throne, his marriage and feasts
steddfod and this summer the same televi- were made joyous with music. The
sion channel is showing the Llangollen Ei- shepherd might have sung psalms to
steddfod and the National Eisteddfod from the accompaniment of a harp.
Wrexham with extensive coverage of each.
The Promenade Season begins in July and The musical instruments of the He-
will be listened to in thousands of homes  brews were of three classes, stringed
around the world, with the Last Night of the instruments, wind instruments and per-
Proms capturing an audience of many mil- cussion instruments. Stringed instru-
lions. ments consisted of a body of strings of
gut and were played with the fingers of
Within our parishes we are fortunate in hav- one or both hands or were struck with
ing musicians and singers who are willing toa plectrum of wood, ivory or metal.
put their skills and talents at our disposal to They were chiefly the harp and psal-
enhance our wor s hi p tary(sinfidrto a Zitleet owagharp gver &t .
Davidos and St . El | tweaodenrbd@ss). Taenhdrp was mgeR-ar i s
Church Hall in Creigiau. eral use among the people both for
worldly and sacred music. The psaltery
Music is ancient and we read of it quite ofterwas commonly, though not exclu-
in the Bible, particularly in the Old Testa-  sively, used for religious purposes.
ment. Among the Hebrews Miriam and her The psaltery was tuned to the soprano
companions took timbrels (tambourines) andegister, the harp an octave lower.
danced and sang praises to the Lord for His
deliverance of the Israelites at the Red Sea.The wind instruments were chiefly
The people danced and sang in the worshipflutes or pipes or horns. The pipe, of-
of idols around the golden calf (Exodus). Inten played with other instruments, was
the Bible we read of family feasts and reli- used to lead dancing and was played at
gious festivals where the people sang, playededdings. It was specially the instru-
musical instruments and danced. ment of lamentation. The Bible does



not mention its use in the Temple service two other choirs were at another Temple.

but it was used in sacred music and was These three choirs were afterward united
heard in processions of worshippers in the Temple at Jerusalem and in

marching to the House of God, andintheDavi ddés ti me number ed
later Temple it had an assigned place, pamembers of whom 288 were trained mu-
ticularly at the Passover and the Feast ofsicians, who were depended upon to lead
Tabernacl es. T he phelessskiledbmdyof assistans.nTha mi t a
tion of it was sometimes used to increaseorchestra which accompanied the sing-

the noise of other instruments but was gemg, consisted of stringed instruments but
erally blown by itself. Its principal use  cymbals were used, probably struck by

was not in music but for military purposesthe chief musicians to beat time. Psaltery

and to make proclamations. Straight, narand harps were also used. The participa-

row, silver trumpets, about a cubit tion of priests with trumpets in the or-
(45.72centimetres, about 18 inches) in  chestra of stringed instruments was ex-

length was used by the priests to announceptional. The musicians stood at the

festivals, to call the congregationandoneast of the altar. I
advancing to battle. They were rarely  occupied a broad staircase which led
blown by laymen. from the court of Israel to the court of

the priests. A choir of boys stood at the
Of the instruments of percussion the tim- foot of the stairs. The congregation sel-
brel or tabret (a onsided drum) was the dom if ever joined in the singing but at
popular instrument. Itwasusuallyplayed t s cl ose they unit
by women and was used on festiveocca-l n Her oddés Templ e t
sions, especially to beat time at the dancipgrticipated by singing responses.
and for singers. Cymbals of brass were
used in the Temple services. Musicians and singers involved in these
activities in past and present times will
Music was cultivated by the companies have made and, today, do make careful
which gathered around the Old Testamenpreparation for the task ahead of them,
prophets, various instruments being usedmaking sure their instruments and voices
as an orchestra. It is not mentioned as bare ready whether for competition pur-
longing to the service of the tabernacle inposes, worship or the entertainment of
the Temple in the early period. David in- others. One wrong note can spoil the
troduced it into the worship at the sanctu-whole thing, particularly if it is heard in
ary and Solomon promoted it. Hezekiah a solo, but even in a choir or group it
and Josiah paid special attention to its resnakes the rendering of the piece of mu-
toration. David was assisted in his work sic less than perfect and not as the com-
by three masters of music. A choir of singzoser intended it.
ers and musicians with Asaph at his head
was formed of Levites and stationed befofidhe composer knows how important
the Ark of the covenant at the temple andeach note is in the piece of music. It

ed
h e



contributes to the good of the whole and teaching of Jesus Christ. He fills us with
without it the composition is somewhat  the Holy Spirit of the risen, living Jesus

lacking, even though it may be one note and calls each one of us to bear withess
amongst hundreds. They all count toward# Him in our lives, to bring others to Je-
conveying the fineness of the piece of mu-sus. God calls each of us to his ministry

sic. to others that more may come to know

We can liken ourselves to the notes ina Jesus who has made such a difference in
piece of music. We may ask ourselves, our lives. He uses us, ordained and lay to
OHow can | count amsmssidn. t he billions ir
the world today®éo. Well, we do, of <cours
Each one of us is important to God our Fadohn W Binny

ther as we know from the person and

EII:I:I:I:I:III:I:III:III:I:I:I:I:I:I:I:III:III:III:III:III:III:I:II:I:”

Sunday 28t h August wil | b Jor
before his retirement on 31st August. Let us turn out in f@rce

to the services in the churches in the parish to show our
appreciation of his time with us and to wish him well in tk
future.

EEREEEEN

: Contributions to the magazine.

When you are out and about during this Sun@rmiedeed at any tinieand you visit:

1a church, pick up a copy of their Parish Magazine, and either let me have-it, of E

imail me anything that you think would interest our parishioners. In this magazine,
:there are items from at least two other church magazines, from Christian Aid News,
‘and from various websites. Now that has probably spoiled the illusion that all the ar-
.tlcles are written by the Vicar and by me: many are, but not all. But remember; what

:i nterests you, will almost certainly i
pruso article by Sue and Andrew Dodd r
-some of you will visit church services while you are away, so if there is anythlng d|f—
ferent about them or if you have opinions to express let me know. If you feel upable
ito write an article, jot down some:note
:We are entering an interregnum, and | want the magazine to continue to maintain its
rappeal (We have over 200 who subscribe to the magazine). So be a reporter and re-
port your experiences. We even haveée the
Jean Wood in tBeampomednt hos copy.
iJohn Gough

_____________________________________________________________________________________________



FROM THE REGISTERS

Holy Baptism 60Grafted into t

St . Ca ChgloPentyrch

May 22 Ffion Violet Curtain
May 29" Mia Kathryn Nicol
June 19 Thea Lily Rachel Martin

Morgan Thomas Newland

Holy Matrimony 60That they may

St . Ca ChwgloPentyrch

May 21" Neil James Bailey and Gabrielle Deere

June & Matthew James Hennessy and Nerys Helen Gwilliam
St Daviddés Church, Groesfaen

June 1f Paul Rhys Jones and Sarah Michelle Willoughby

Working Party

A working party to give the Paristh Hall
July at 6.30 p.m. All help would be welcomed!

Examinations

During July and August a number of our young people will have received the results
of important examinations which they have recently taken.

Congratulations to all who have been successful and our thoughts and prayers are
with those who may not have achieved what they had hoped for as their future plans
unfold.

Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary
We once again welcome members of the Llandaff Chapter of the Guild of Servants of

the Sanctuary to St. Davi dd"dorteirserisef aen o
at 7.30 p.m.



The Family Eucharist in June was the Sunday after As-
cension Day and this provided the theme for the readings,
prayers and songs.

“%‘ In his address the Vicar spoke about how it was necessary
@ @j\’l') for Jesus to leave His disciples and ascend to His Father
o e in Heaven, in order that He might be with them and with
F&Ml'y sefwcej people everywhere through His Holy Spirit which they
were to return to Jerusalem to receive. Strengthened and
renewed by His Holy Spirit they were to continue the work of Jesus and baptise and
bear witness to Him, as we, as members of His Church are called to do, with the help

and strength of Godods Holy Spirit. Af t
joyed refreshments and informal fellowship.

Many thanks to all who were involved in preparing the hall, and who contributed in any
way to the worship. Particular thanks to the Worship Committee, the Music Group, Sue
Dodd for producing hymn sheets, Frances Simpson for the flowers, Muriel Gough and
her team for refreshments and to Andrew Davies for the power point presentation, help-
ing us to concentrate our thoughts during Worship.

We should be delighted to have as many people as possible to contribute to our Parish
Worship, so if you would like to do so by reading, leading the intercessions, taking the
offertory, bringing the bread, wine and water to the altar, or playing in the music group,
please contact the Vicar, Andrew or Sue Dodd, or any member of the Worship Commit-
tee.

The next Family Services are on Sund®\J8ly, August ¥ and September 4th at 10.30
a.m. in the Parish Church Hall.

CIRCLE PRAYER

Circle prayers are a common form in the Celtic tradition. Just substitute the underlined
words to pray for whoever or whatever you like. To use your whole body in prayer, you
can drawer a circle on the ground and stand inside it as you pray

CirclemelLord
Keephopewithin
Keep karwithout
KeepPeacaear
Keepconflict far



PENTYRCH OPEN GARDENS

St. Catwgdés Church is once
Pentyrch Open Gardenso Wee
The Church will be open on SaturddyJuly from 10.00 a.m. °
until 5 p.m. and on Sunday between 12.30 and 5 p.m. to wi
come visitors who come to look around, see the vestments
ver and old church registers, and records etc.

We would be glad of the help of church folk to welcome visi-

tors and to prepare and serve refreshments in the church room. Help would also be
appreciated in preparing the church and churchyard.

The welcome and appearance of the church and churchyard, and the availability of
refreshment s, have been much appreci at e
witness and ministry. Please fill your name on the rota if you are able to help in any
way. The Vicar and churchwardens will be pleased to give you any further informa-
tion.

A special Songs of Praise Service will be held on Suntfalu at 6 p.m. in St.
Catwgds when we wel come host gardeners
along to thank God for His creation and all His goodness.

This is always a special and enjoyable service. It would be pleasing to have a good
representation of our congregations from throughout the Parish to welcome and
share this act of worship and praise, with those who will be opening their gardens to
the public.

9th/10th JulyOpen Gardens in Pentyrch

November 12 at 2.00 p.mi Parish Christmas Fayrein
the Parish Hall, Creigiau

Sunday 25th Harvest Thanksgivingi n St Cat wgobés and St Dav
Catwgobds at 6 p. m.

Saturday 3rd SeptembBarish Party to wish John well in his retirement. 7 p.m. in the
Parish Hall.

Children writing about the sea:

This is a picture of an octopus. It has eight testicles. (Kelly age 6)

Sharks are ugly and mean, and have big
my friend no more. (Kykie age 6)



i 4

Christian' 'Aid

O We believe in life before death
(@%@ All in Christian Aid join with me in thanking those of you living

within the Parish of Pentyrch who gave so generously to the House to
House Envelope Appeal. The total sum raised in the parish, including the money
raised at the lunch held in Creigiau Parish Hall on SaturddyM&y was£339893.
To this can be added a further sum B6Zthat will be donated to Christian Aid by the
Chancellor the Exchequer through the return of tax paid on the money they donated by
those who completed the Gift Aid forms. In so doing | would appeal to all of you to
use the Gift Aid system whenever you donate to Charity. In the case of this appeal the
sum that Christian Aid would have received from the Treasury if all donations had
been Gift Aided would have bee@45. May | remind you that Gift Aiding a donation
does not affect the tax that you pay in any way. It simply ensures that the government
returns to your chosen charity the tax that you have already paid on the money you
have donated.
Special tribute must be given to all who assisted in the appeal, whether by organizing
the lunch, recruiting collectors, arranging the collection rotas, distributing the enve-
lopes or collecting the envelopes. Please consider helping with this work next year as
your help is urgently needed. There are still parts of the parish where we do not collect
as we do not have sufficient volunteers.
Gordon Longmore, Christian Aid Organiser for the Parish of Pentyrch.
N. B. The ecclesiastical parish of Pentyrch covers Creigiau, Pentyrch and Rhydlafar.

The magnificent sum once again is a tribute to all who have worked hard this year
the Social Committee and all who helped with the lunch, all who delivered and col-
lected the envelopes in the parish and above all to Gordon Longmore who has again
co-ordinated the event in the Parish. Thank you Gordon and congratulations.

From the editor of Christian Aid news:

The phrase fl gave atimegréaechaoty didhéand usualy trattedeouto f t h
as a mumbled excuse for not giving. But this is one time of the year when, for those involved with
Christian Aid, the phrase takes on a highly positive ring.

And 1 d6m not | us f thdughlif,kike mg, yoa Wwevewout wham youwr ipcal hotse
house collector called, you may have felt hoAowund to top up your donations at work or wher-
ever you encounter a collection tin. But 1 06m t

Week is when our supporters really do stand up to be counted. More than 200,000 of you volun-

teered to go hous®-house or took part in a sponsored event, whether at work, at your church,

school or elsewhere in your community.

Your efforts have been magnificent and donoét g
pends on you, our supporters, to a huge extent, and, once again, you have not let us down.

On behalf of ever yonathomeanCdbroadeelt dore,randAhank yoi.of f i c e
Roger Fulton, Editor.

There is further news of Christian Aid on page 13.



Wi | | our new incumbent be a

Bishop of St Asaph sets out Church in Wales Social Policy
New guidelines on social communications have been issued by the Church in Wales in
their Policy on Social Media. The thrust of the Policy is that means of communication are
rapidly changing and that clergy should address the way that so many others in our mod-
ern world communicatiah in other words the message appears to be that they should not
allow modern methods of communication to pass them by. Bishop Gregory Cameron said

at the | aunch of the Policy: Al 6m sure S
technol ogy been available to himo. He we
public market place and making contact in new ways are an opportunity not a
threat. o (Western Mail 26 05 2011)

You can read the guidelines that are set out for clergy yourselves at: http://bit.ly/IEXxtW
Here are a couple of paragraphs to wet your appetite:

All new forms of communication provide opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ in the world. They come, however, with new values. Whereas the printed word has
a certain finality of declaration about it, social media is interactive,

conversational and opeanded. Moreover, it happens in a public, /‘ ,\
not private, space. q \
Clergy and office holders are encouraged to use social tools as @ (@
means of engaging in an interactive conversation with people ¢ ’
faiths and none.

The last decade has seen a rapid growth in what is broadly knc

social media. This includes personal weblogs, Facebook, MySj

Twitter and other welbased formats. They enable ordinary peopie

to put their own views, opinions or ideas online, or to make links through to other web-
sites. Most of these are based on websites accessed through a computer, but increasingly
some (notably Twitter) can be updated from an ordinary mobile phone. At the same time,
increasingly powerful mobile phones such as the iPhone enable people to both read and
write to these websites on the move or from a meeting.

Rest assured, dear readers, the Church Magazine will continue in its present form at least
for the immediate future!

GERANIUM SALE

Carroll and Harry wish to thank all who contributed to our geranium and plant sale. A

grand total oE900will be sent to Wales Air Ambulance. We are overwhelmed at peo-

ple's generosity and extend a big "thank you" to all who subscribed to this worthy cause.
Many thanks, Carroll and Harry Mason



(Goffe*“—» GOOD NEWS
'7/ ot _Join the regular coffee drinkers and biscuit nibble.
\X in the Parish Hall on Saturday 16th July at 10.a.n
You may be lucky and find a stall holder selling hi
" or her wares.
= Those wanting to play lucky can buy a raffle ticket, and news of
the 100 club will be announced. For more details of the 100 club contact Sue Hall on
029 20890087
Winners of the 100 Club draw for June were:
Derek Hayward £30 Edwin Brookman £5 Helen Davey £5

Bi shop AnCalls ino
Communicants had a big surprise on
| Sunday 26th June when they arrived at
L church to find that the communicant and
. preacher was the Right Revd Richard
. Fenwick, Bishop of St Helena. Canon
. Jack was also present along with the
Vicar.
Regular readers will recall that the
: 1 March 2011 magazine contained a report
of the appointment of Dr Fenwick to the
" Diocese of St. Helena. In May he was
consecrated Bishop in South Africa but he has yet to be enthroned into the Diocese of St
Helena which many of you will know is a small island in the South Atlantic and his
Diocese includes Ascension Island. Historians will recall that Napoleon Bonaparte was
detained by the British on St Helena from October 1811 to his death on the 5th May
1821. Bishop Richard has said that he has no intention of licking any green wallpaper
during his stay there. No doubt historians will understand this reference!
Bishop Richard, formerly Dean of Newport Cathedral, has been a friend of Vicar John

for al most 50 years, and Canon Jackodos wi
thedral. He has preached at a Harvest Th
Johndés institution into the Parish. Whil

visited John and casually asked about the service on the 26th. John quickly invited him
to be the celebrant, which Bishop Richard readily agreed to be. Not many parishes are
able to say that the Bishop of St Helena celebrated the Eucharist in their Parish Church!
Il n his ser mon, Bi shop Richard | iked the
voice, capable of breaking a glass, to the resounding of the word of God throughout the
world.

We wish him well in his ministry in the South Atlantic. JG



THE CHRISTIAN AND DANGER
Drug Taking

'I CAN'T face it is the cry of the drug takdt begirs at the point of greatest danger
childhood Uncaring, too bug and obsessionally motivated parents and carers do not
take reponsibility for their youngthe weak and the poor go to the wall.
Imogen Edwardgones in a piece in thedepencdent in the summer of 1993 describes
children atschool tking drugs: ... There is a lot of Whizamphetaminésand some
sniffing poppers (amyl nitraté)She say#hat there are some who regularly take hard
drugs. There are those who do it because they have family problems and are ,unhappy
or those whose parents are already junkies and they get it tha@asaylly it is a fear
of being looked down upon if one does not conform. We all wish to be accepted by our
peersA lot of the blame attaches to the adults who will not listen or disttussthe
syndrome ofpassing by on the other side'.
The real and Godiven use of drugs is in medicine where pain and a final passion can
be eased. These are the great and positive uses of drugs. We all have reason to be grate:
ful for the anaesthetic in the operating theatre and the dewtistir There are even pa-
trol boats on the Thames who keep a look out for ‘lost 'sehtsthrow therselves off
bridges. Life can be very hard for many people and the courage of those who do 'face it'
IS much to be admiredt is just here that Chad Varalgreat Samaritan movement has
done so much for so many over the years. This same kind of courage is abundantly dis-
played in the stories of the Lebanon hostaBesn KeenanJohn MacCarthy and
Terry Waite and others, who for five years displayed notable qualities of ingenuity
humour and selforgetfulness in their various cells and hidetres/el conditions
The Christian is someone who not only has to be prepared for unpopularity, misunder-
standing, and opposition, but also, like Jesus, be able to 'set his face' to go up to Jerusa-
lem when the great testing comes. We must be ready to listen to those who, without our
concern and fellowship, would certainly be tempted to ‘take drugs' if only to escape the
pain of their own inadequacies. Pray for courage, for safety, and for insight, to face
these dangers in Christ.

Reproduced from Abba Imma a miscellany of pieces for the Parish Magazine by Norman Goodacre, pub-
lished by The Canterbury Press

HELLO, OPERATOR
1. Caller (enquiring about legal requirements while travelling in Europe )
'If | register my car in France , and then take it to England , do | have to change the steer-
ingwheel to the other side of the car?’
2.. Tech Support: 'OK. At the bottom left hand side of your screen,ymnsee the
'OK" button displayed?’
Customer: O0Wow! How can you see my screen f
These are, of course from America.




A TASTE OF CHRISTIAN AID WEEK IN WALES
WITH COFFEE BEING the focus of the 2011 Christian Aid Week, it's no surprise that
the coffee morning was much in evidence this year. Shoppers and church stalwarts called
in for a cuppa in Tabernacle Church, Cardiff city centre. St David's committee in Pem-
brokeshire combined their coffee morning with a stall on the square, and the Radyr com-
mittee invited people to a coffee morning to drop off their little red envelopes.
A new twist on the coffee morning was Bishops as Baristas, with three Welsh bishops
taking part. Following a quick demonstration by the staff of the Rain-

" bow Centre cafe in Chepstow, Bishop Dominic of Monmouth proved
s that he could whip up a mean mocha! His message to customers was,
'‘Christian Aid Week is a wonderful opportunity for Christians and
| people of goodW|II to offer hope for those in greatest need. Please be
¥ generous.'
. §As an alternative, Caerleon committee arranged a tea party in the
town hall with entertainment by local schoolchildren. The people of
Pontypool enjoyed a bowl of delicious homemade soup, and light

» X 38 lunches were on the menu at the Llanelwy Christian Fellowship in
north Wales Sponsored walks were also popular, with two west Wales committees mak-
ing their walks a lesson in local history. Cynwyl Elfed supporters followed some tradi-
tional pathways and Llandysul walkers stopped at sites of local interest. Brecon walkers
had plenty of time to admire the scenery around Llangorse Lake and from the top of Yr
Allt!
Supporter David Collins organised a fun Mastermind Quiz in a Cardiff pub, with the
winner specialising in the Back to the Future films, and Rev Paul Harris of Neath held a
sponsored scripture readathon. Christian Aid benefited from the Mayor's Sunday Service
collection in Carmarthen, thanks to Tom Defis, staff member and incoming mayor, and
guest speaker at the Porthcawl service was Steve Dube, a reporter with the Western Mail,
who travelled to Nicaragua last year with Christian Aid.
Finally, along with other committees, Llangattock /Llangynidr find it increasingly
difficult to keep up the traditional house house collection. This year, therefore, they
will hold three big fundraising events in Jun& carboot sale, quiz night and a garden

party.

Comic Relief cash Boosts HIV Work
Comic Relief has pledged £830,000 of support to help Christian Aid partners reach peo-
ple living with and affected by HIV and its related ilinesses in Sierra Leone and Nigeria.
Christian Aid will also contribute £92,000 towards People Living Positively initiative,
which aims to benefit more than 23,000 people living with HIV and their families, mostly
I n Sierra Leoneds western area and the P
AWe will help a net wor kela®d stigna and demial ischdl-o e
lenged and that people living with HIV have sustainable access to quality care and sup-
port. o Christian Aid News Summer 2011



A number of people have asked me what | thought of the address of the Bishop of Lon-
don at the wedding of Prince W IlIIliam and
| thought it was very impressive and exactly the tone for the occasion. | have, therefore,
acquired my own personal copy that | can share with yalG

The Wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton
at Westminster Abbey
The addressigen by The Right Reverend and Right HonourableRbohard Chartres
K.C.VO. Lord Bishop of London and Dean of Her Majéestghapels
Royal

"Be who God meant you to be and
So said St Cathire of Siena whose festival day this is.

Marriage is intended to be a way in which man and woman help
each other to become what God meant each one thdiedeepest

and truest selves. Many people are fearful for the future of ®day
world but the message of the celebrations in this country and far be-
yondits shores is the right onehis is a joyful day! lis good that
peoplein every continent are able to share in these celebrations be-
cause this isas every wedding day should, laeday of hope

In a sense every wedding is a royal wedding with the bride and groom as king and
gueen of creation, making a new life together so that life can flow through them into the
future.

William and Catherine, you have chosen to be marmede sight of a generous God

who so loved the world that he gave himself to us in the person of JesusIGhihist

Spirit of this generous Gotlusband and wife are to give themselves to each other. The
spiritual life grows as love finds its centre beyond ourselves. Faithful and committed re-
lationships offer a door into the mystery ofrgal life in which we discover this: the

more we give of selthe richer we become in sotithe more we go beyond oulges in

love, the more we become our truéwas and our spiritual beauty is more fully re-

vealed. In marriage we are saekto bring one another into fuller lifé is of course

very hard to wean ourselves away from-selhtrednesg?eople can dream of such a

thing but that hope should not be fulfilled without a solemn detithat whatever the
difficulties, we are comntted to the way of generous love.

You have both made your dei@s today- "l will" - and by making this new relan-

ship, you have aligned yourselves with what we believe is the way in which life is spiri-
tually evolving, and which will lead to a creative future for the human race

We stand looking forward to a century which is full of promise and full of.géuinan
beings are confronting the question of how to use wisely the power that has been given
to us through the discoveries of the last century. We shall not be converted to the prom-




ise of the future by more knowledd®ut rather by an increase of loving wisdom and
reverence, for life, for the earth and for one another.
Marriage should transform, as husband and wife make one another their workta$ art
possible to transform so long as we do not harbour ambitions to reform our.partner
There must be no coercion if the Spirit is to flow; each must give the other space and
freedom. Chaucer, the London poet, sums it up in a pithy phrase:
"Whan maistrie [mastery] comth, the God of Love anon, Beteth his wynges

and farewell, he is gon."
B As the reality of God has faded from so many lives in the West
P8 there has been a corresponding inflation of expectations that per-
| sonal relations alone will supply meaning and happiness in life.
' This is to load our partner with too great a burden. We are all in-
i complete: we all need the love which is sectather than op-
| pressive. We need mutual forgiveness in order to thrive
. As we move towards our partner in love, following the example
of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is quickened within us and can in-
creasingly fill our lives with light. This leads on to a family life
which offers the best conditions in which the next generation can
receive and exchange those gifts which can overcome fear and
division and incubate the coming world of the Spirit, whose fruits are love and joy and
peace
| pray that all of us present and the many millions watching this ceremony and sharing in
your joy today will do everything in their power to support and uphold you in your new
life. | pray that God will bless you in the way of life you have cho$lat way which is
expressed in the prayer that you have composed together in preparation for this day:
AnGod our Father, we thank you for our f a
joy of our marriage. In the busyness of each day keep our eyes fixed on what is real and
important in life and help us to be generous with ouetand love and energy. Strength-
ened by our union help us to serve and comfort those who.3\#esk this in the
Spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen. o

Placing churches at the heart of the community.
In early June, Muriel and | joined a Diocesan trip to Bath to visit four churches that
had addressed the topic of how they are serving their community. All were in an urban
environment, and there was little that would be appropriate to our churches. The four
had revamped their interiors, three had opened cafés to the general public, one had
converted the crypt to a café and creche area with toilets, one had employed a youth
worker as well as revamping who was, after six years in the job, about to be ordained.
All this had cost money a lot of money. The first said £700,000, two said £1 million
and the third made no reference to mone)
about 60 to 500 to 600. Most of the money they raised themselves.
John Gough




The following verse was sent to me
from, or who wrote it, but I think it is worth reproducing. JG

by my
The death of each of us is in the order of things
It follows life as surely as night follows day.

We can take the tree of life symbol:
The human race is the trunk and the branches of this tree.

The individual men and women are the leaves which appear one season, flourish for a
summer and then die.

I, too, am a leaf of this tree and one day | shall be torn off by a storm

Or simply decay and fall and become part of the earth about its roots.

But whil e | am ali ve, I am conscious of
When | die and fall the tree remains,

Nourished to some small degree by my manifestation of life.

Millions of leaves have preceded me and millions will follow me,
But the tree grows and endures.

Count your garden by the flowers
Never by the leaves that fall
Count yesterdays by golden hours
Do not count the clouds at all
Count your nights by stars, not shadows
Count your life with smiles not tears
And with joy through all your journeys
Count your age by friends, not years

From Jean Wood from a greetings©o

Is this available
in paperback?
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