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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH  

 

VICAR       Revd  Michael John     02921403854 

 

      SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

St. Catwgôs Church, Pentyrch 

 

          9.00 a.m.          Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

           

St. Davidôs Church Groesfaen 

 

          8.00 a.m.          Holy Eucharist (1st Sunday only) 

        10.30 a.m.          Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month) 

 

 

St Ellteyrnôs Church Capel Llanilltern 

 

      10.30 a.m.             Holy Eucharist 

 

  

Parish Hall, Creigiau 

 

      10.30 a.m.            First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion 

 

         WEEKDAYS  

 

 

St. Catwgôs               Holy Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m. 

St. Davidôs                Holy Eucharist Tuesday      10.00 a.m. 

Other services as announced 

 

 

    BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

 

Contact the Revd Michael John on the above number. 

Articles for the magazine can be E-mailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the 

month. You can also contact me on: 029 20891721         
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Living Faith 

Today I attended the launch of a Diocesan Programme entitled óLiving Faithô. It 

was first developed in the Diocese of Bath and Wells and has been adopted by sev-

eral Welsh Dioceses in the last year or so. It has been piloted in a couple of parishes 

around our Diocese including our neighbouring parish of Radyr and a few of the 

participants told us clergy about how much they valued it as a tool for deepening 

their understanding of their Christian Faith and their confidence in sharing it. 

One reason for mentioning this in my letter this month is to commend this pro-

gramme to you as it is my hope to start it running in our own Benefice from Sep-

tember of this year. More information will be rolled out in the next month or so as 

we prepare to launch it after the Summer holidays. 

I admit that part of the appeal of óLiving Faithô was the title itself. That first word 

óLivingô is crucial, there is little point in committing ourselves to any programme 

that claims to encourage and facilitate a deeper understanding of the Christian 

Faith, unless we believe that our Faith is óaliveô or at least has the potential to come 

to life. 

The óLiving Faithô programme will not be for everyone:  but whether you choose to 

participate in the programme or not, all Christian people are called to recognise and 

proclaim that óChrist is Aliveô. This may seem like a statement of the obvious but 

there are times when we need to remind ourselves and each other that our Faith is 

not simply a series of doctrines or moral teachings that we hold in common, a kind 

of ecclesiastical manifesto. As incredible as it may seem to some people, we really 

do believe that Christ is alive in the world and in His Church and this is the most 

amazing news that has the potential to change everything in our lives and the 

world. 

We may, at times, feel a little uncomfortable with the idea of a living Faith that 

challenges us and potentially changes us. Instinctively we Christians are often quite 

traditional creatures. Tradition is one of the three key elements upon which Angli-

canism is based, the other two being Scripture and reason. But we ought to be care-

ful in assuming that ótraditionô is a euphemism for maintaining the status quo, 

Archbishop Anthony Bloom came up with one of 

the most powerful definitions of tradition in the life 

of the Church : 

ñTradition is the living memory of almost two thou-

sand years of Christianity, living and kept alive by 

the action and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and 

made solid, unshakable by the world and person of 

Christò.  

So you could say that we are called to be part of a 

living tradition. There is a simple and distinct image 

that is used on the material for the Living Faith pro-

gramme in Wales. It is a red kite in flight. The orni-

thologists among you will know that in Wales some years ago the population of red 

kites plummeted to a critical low point. A few people recognised that unless some-
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thing radical was done it would disappear from this part of the world entirely. After 

years of loving and careful management the red kite population has grown tremen-

dously. I remember a couple of years ago taking a youth group to a special reserve 

outside Aberystwyth at feeding time and the delighted young children saw about 30

-40 kites swooping down for a meal provided by the warden. 

The hope is that a programme like óLiving Faithô will play a key part in helping the 

Christian Faith to re-establish itself at the heart of our National life and grow in the 

manner in which it has done in the past. My specific hope and prayer for this Bene-

fice is that we Christians will all explore, diligently and creatively, new and excit-

ing ways to renew and refresh our Christian knowledge and experience and to faith-

fully  bear witness in our lives to the living presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Michael 

In Memoriam 

 

Since arriving just after Easter, I have begun to make a mental note of a few things 

that are needed to enhance or maintain our worshipping life in and around the 

Churches of the Benefice.  

Having mentioned this to a couple of regular worshippers it seems that there are a 

few people who would like to donate an item in memory of a loved one or friend. 

I have decided to publish a list of items that are needed for people to think on. 

Should you wish to make such a gift it may well be possible for a name or dedica-

tion to be added where possible. 

If you would like to donate an item I would ask you to contact me so that I can 

give fuller details or arrange for it to be ordered : 

 

¶ A Gospel book ( An item which is specifically used for the Gospel and 

   which is processed into the Church at each Sunday or Feast-day  

        Eucharist). 

¶ St Catwgôs and St Davidôs require two copies each of the weekday  

   Missal. 

¶ Altar Cloth for St Davidôs. 

¶ Several serversô albs are needed for the youngsters who have expressed           

   an interest in serving. 

¶ A folding ligilium (folding lectern) for St Catwgôs. 

 

May I express the gratitude of us all to those who have already expressed their de-

sire to purchase and in advance to those who will help. 

 

Michael 
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From the Parish Registers 
 

Baptisms: 

St Catwgôs Church 

 

10th June   Katie Ruth OôToole 

 

Weddings: 

St Catwgôs Church 

 

1st June   Bethan Catrin Chapman and Jonathan 

David Sutton 

 

    Samantha Binions and Jordan Griffiths 

St Davidôs Church 

 

9th June   Elizabeth Carpenter and Gareth Rogers 

 

Departed this life: 
20 June   Jane (Jenny) Elms  

           

Preaching 

The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and as he preached, he moved 

briskly about the platform, jerking the mike cord as he went. 

Then he moved to one side, getting wound up in the cord and nearly tripping before 

jerking it again. 

After several circles and jerks, a little girl in the third pew leaned toward her 

mother and whispered, "If he gets loose, will he hurt us?" 

 

The Helper 

A pastor is walking down the street one day when he notices a very small boy trying 

to press a doorbell on a house across the street. However, the boy is very small and 

the doorbell is too high for him to reach. 

After watching the boyôs efforts for some time, the pastor moves closer to the boy's 

position. He steps smartly across the street, walks up behind the little fellow and, 

placing his hand kindly on the child's shoulder leans over and gives the doorbell a 

solid ring. 

Crouching down to the child's level, the pastor smiles benevolently and asks, "And 

now what, my little man?" To which the boy replies, "Now we run!" 

 

From a 3-year-old: 

"Our Father, Who does art in heaven, Harold is His name. Amen." 
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Confirmation for a number of our young people took place in St Maryôs Church,  

Radyr on Thursday 24 May.  Our young candidates had been prepared, during the in-

terregnum, by Canon Jenny Wigley, starting at the beginning of the year and ending 

with a party a few days before the service. The candi-

dates presented themselves to Bishop David Wilbourne 

with their sponsors (a nice touch this, I hadnôt come 

across it previously) and he welcomed them fully into the 

church by laying his hands upon them. 

The congregation filled the church  for what was a spe-

cial and joyful occasion. Our own Vicar, Michael, read 

the gospel, and the Assistant Bishopôs address, in which 

he recounted episodes from his ministry, was very appo-

site, well delivered and well received by the large con-

gregation.  

A couple of the new members of the church were at St 

Catwgôs the following Sunday, 

but they were all at the Family service in the Parish Hall, 

when they played their part in the service by reading sections 

of the intercessions.  They were: Luke Young, Angus Oliver, 

Amy Heylin, Grace Davies, Lauren Huggard and Gareth Ev-

ans. 

This was followed by the cutting of a Confirmation cake 

(very good it was too!) and the presentation of a Youth Bible to all the candidates. At 

the service, the Vicar in his address, which was based on the reading for the day of 

Nicodemus questioning Jesus, delivered it in the first person as if he were Nicode-

mus, meditating on the answers Jesus had given to him, an expert in the Law of the 

church. This innovative interpretation of the scripture was extremely effective. Many 

of the large congregation (there were 75 communicants) stayed afterwards for a taste 

(little) of the cake, coffee, biscuit, and good conversation.     JG 

GOOD NEWS  

Join the regular coffee drinkers and biscuit nibblers 

in the Parish Hall on Saturday 21st July at 10.a.m. 

You may be lucky and find a stall holder selling his 

or her wares. Those wanting to play lucky can buy a 

raffle ticket, and news of the 100 club will be an-

nounced. For more details of the 100 club contact Sue Hall on 029 20890087. 

Winners for June were: Alison Woodley £30; Sue Hall £5; Phyllis Johnson £5 

Note: because the hall is being decorated, there will be no Coffee 

Morning during August.  
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Many of you will know that my son, Huw, 

served with the Queenôs Dragoon Guards 

for nine years before resigning with the 

rank of Captain last December. He is cur-

rently working with the campaign to save 

his regiment, details of which are given in 

this article. Your help in this campaign 

would be appreciated. 

The imminent cuts in the British Army 

will result in a number of regiments either 

being amalgamated with others or dis-

banded. Concern has been expressed that 

the Queenôs Dragoon Guards, the ñWelsh 

Cavalryò will be at risk. Capt. Huw Long-

more, who served with the regiment for 

nearly ten years leaving only in December 

2011, has been working with the cam-

paign to save the regiment. He has organ-

ised a petition and collected the five thou-

sand signatories necessary to guarantee 

that this matter is debated in parliament. 

Early in June, he accompanied Desert Rat 

Harold Ponfield, 93, a KDG veteran who 

presented this Petition at Number 10 

Downing Street. 

It is essential that we make our feelings 

known to as many MPôs and Peers as pos-

sible in order that they are primed to 

take part in the debate. Your help in 

this matter by contacting your MP and/

or any other prominent individuals 

would be much appreciated. 

 

The main points of the campaign are 

that:- 

i) All parts of the United Kingdom 

should be represented in all sections of 

the armed forces and in this respect 

both Scotland and Northern Ireland 

have two cavalry regiments whereas 

Wales has only one at the moment and 

would not have a cavalry regiment at 

all if the Queenôs Dragoon Guards 

went out of existence. 

ii) The Queenôs Dragoon Guards pro-

vide employment for over five hundred 

young men who have been recruited 

throughout Wales and for whom other 

employment is not readily available. 

iii) The regiment has a long history of 

service to the British Army, most re-

cently in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

Gordon Longmore 
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2012 Christian Collection and Lunch 

It is with very great pleasure that I can announce that the total raised for Christian 

Aid this year is:   £3950-56 
 

If you think that this figure is slightly higher than the figure that may have been 

announced earlier, you are not wrong, as it includes monies that arrived after the 

first tranche had been banked and the total publicised. 

Congratulations and our thanks are due to all who helped raise this money, 

whether they helped at the lunch, distributed and/or collected the envelopes or 

made personal donations. 

It would be nice to reach the magic £4,000 figure next year but we will not be able 

to do this unless we can find additional collectors. There are still areas of the 

Benefice which we are unable to cover ï in particular Rhydlafar and Capel. If you 

do not fancy those parts, we have those who would go there if you could take over 

from them in a part of Pentyrch or Creigiau. Take the plunge, 

Join a Winning Team. 

Gordon Longmore 

 

 

 
Those of you who  have panic attacks if the magazine arrives just a little late 

will have to dose yourselves up with the appropriate medication and prepare 

for the fact that there will be no magazine during August. IT IS HOLIDAY 

TIME!  

With a little luck (and plenty of hard work and inspiration) the September 

magazine should be available for you to read over your breakfast cereals on 

the first Sunday in September. 

To those of you who will be setting off to enjoy a welcome relief from the daily 

chores, I make my annual plea: if you visit any churches and are able to pick 

up a magazine, or if you see an article anywhere that might make good read-

ing, please let me have a copy.  After my appeal last year, I received several 

such copies and I continued to receive some throughout the year; a number of 

items from those have appeared in our magazines, so keep looking and share 

with others.  

John Gough  

Notice outside a second-hand shop: 

We exchange anything ï Bicycles, Washing Machines, etc. Why Not Bring Your 

Wife Along And Get A Wonderful Bargain. 
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Creigiau Companions 

The Retired Personsô Club 

 

2012 has been a very successful and interesting one for Creigiau Companions who 

meet every other Tuesday at the Parish Hall in Creigiau. 

A full programme of speakers combined with a number of social events has proved 

very popular so that membership has increased (now registering at 45) and average 

attendance at 35 ï irrespective of the weather. A number of members travel from 

outside the village of Creigiau, with several from Pentyrch, others from Efailysaf, 

Groesfaen and Llandaff. 

Eating is one of the Companionsô delights, and they cele-

brated Easter with a fine lunch at the Creigiau Golf Club, 

while one of the August meetings will be a lunch at the 

Atlantic Hotel in Porthcawl. The Queenôs Diamond Jubi-

lee was celebrated in style where the social event con-

cluded with a buffet including specially decorated Jubilee 

cakes!  

Perhaps the outstanding speaker this session was Philip Thomas, recounting his 

ñRemarkable Escapeò when the merchant ship St Elwyn was torpedoed in the Atlan-

tic more than 200 miles from land in 1940. He proved to be a remarkable man and a 

very fine speaker. We were lucky, in that he told us that his visit to us was the last 

talk he would be giving. When I referred to his retiring, he corrected me by saying 

that he would continue to fly around the world inspecting ships and making recom-

mendations to the shipping company he is associated with in Cardiff.  You can work 

out his age yourself: he was 20 years of age when he was torpedoed in 1940! 

Following his release from hospital, Philip sent the following to the crew of the SS 

Leeds City, that plucked the survivors of the SS St Elwyn out of the sea. 

 

May good luck be your captain 

And happiness your freight 

May laughter be your pilot 

And sunshine your mate 

May every port you enter 

Bring every pleasure new 

And good health be your steward 

And good friends your crew. 

 

At the time of writing the Companions are looking forward to their trip to Evesham 

which will include a river journey and a cream tea (more food!), a cream tea at Llan-

nerch Vineyard (even more food!) in July, and lunch in Porthcawl during August 

(even more and more food!) . 

More details of the club can be gained by ringing Margery Richards on 029 

20890685, or John Gough on 029 20891721  

John Gough 
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26 people and two (well-behaved) dogs set out on their intrepid journey into the 

wilds of the Creigiau/Pentyrch countryside. Now read oné.. 

The sun shone as the intrepid travellers journeyed forth to tackle last yearôs walk in 

reverse (and, no, they did not walk backwards! Oh, some people!) 

An easy, well-contained pace was set from the out-

set as we dodged the traffic in The Terrace after 

leaving the hut of the Fleur de lys and the campfire 

circle. There was much discussion as first one sec-

tion and then another grappled for the lead, but they 

soon gave up and settled for comfort. Across Panty-

gorred Road and there in front of us, glittering in the 

afternoon sunshine was the lake of Canada, known 

locally and amongst wedding parties as Canada 

Lakes. We admired the views and pressed on 

through the woods at the lower slopes of Craig y Parc onto Star Lane near the Go-

cyd. One young lady was restrained in her attempts to join the horses in the fields 

and contended herself with trying to get wild plants to stick to unaware personsô 

clothing by gently placing her hand on their backs. I had thought it was an action of 

endearment but I realised otherwise when the hand was removed!  

So there we were, standing in the middle of Star Lane, when the cry went up ñCar 

coming!ò and up drove, screeching to a halt, the Vicar, hot from a wedding in St 

Davidôs Church.  With everyone giving him directions we set out across the fields 

shuddering at the notice that proclaimed that dogs off the lead may be shot. And 

there, when we arrived further down Star Lane was the Vicar leaning against a gate. 

It was as well the bridal party could not see what he was wearing under his cassock! 

So now we were 27.  Across the field we went, over Pantygorred Road (dangerous) 

into the other fields and soon we were strolling into the grounds of the Scout hut, 

bang on time, that is, 4 o'clock. And waiting for us was another dog who had brought 

three people to join in the picnic; so now we were thirty. 

Quickly chairs and tables were brought out, the kettle 

went on and we were enjoying tea and coffee and delving 

into our bags to see what we had included for  our picnics. 

Good conversations, laughter and quiet masticating of 

food made the time fly past and we were then coughing 

and spluttering in the smoke of the camp fire as we all 

(well, nearly all) toasted marshmallows, and the general 

opinion was that they tasted ñgreat!ò; ñgood!ò ;ñIôve never 

had this before (but what did they taste like?) Oh very inter-

esting, unusualò; ñeven the burned sides tasted, well, different!ò (Well what did you 

expect if you push a marshmallow on a stick into the middle of a fire?)  

All too quickly time passed and our afternoon came to a close. So, more people than 

last year, with a few who usually come missing (Peter and Carol Davies went on a 

walk in the Parish of Nelson instead! Can you believe it? It is no matter that they live 

in Nelson! We think they went because there was free food! No, we will NOT stoop 

to such depths next year!)           JG 

At the start 

The picnic 
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Llandaff Cathedral  
  
I was in two minds whether to include Llan-

daff in my series on the cathedrals of Eng-

land and Wales.  I have been there hundreds 

of times, both for services and for other 

events ï not the least of which are concerts 

by the Llandaff Cathedral Choral Society, of 

which Madeleine 

has been a mem-

ber for nearly 

four decades.  

And, with the 

dropping of Pen-

tyrchôs 8 am ser-

vice, Llandaff be-

came my own 

customary place 

of worship during 

the recent inter-

regnum.  So it is 

certainly the ca-

thedral I know 

best.  But it will 

also be well 

known to most readers.  On balance, I was 

persuaded that it should be included ï but I 

now do so with some trepidation, conscious 

that omissions (of which there will be many 

to keep this article to a reasonable length) 

and errors will not go unnoticed. 

 

Llandaff Cathedral stands close to the river 

and at a lower level than the village centre.  

While the site is believed to have been used 

for Christian worship at least since the sixth 

century, there is no visible trace of any 

church built before Norman times.  The nu-

cleus of the present cathedral dates from 

1120, when Bishop Urban erected a build-

ing which would initially have been quite 

small.  The most prominent surviving fea-

ture from that time is the round-headed arch 

behind the high altar, which probably 

separated Urbanôs nave and chancel.  

The north and south doorways into 

the nave are also Ro-

manesque.  Although 

now outside its foot-

print, it is likely that 

these were originally 

part of Urbanôs 

church, and were re-

positioned when it 

grew in size. 

 

By the end of the thir-

teenth century, the 

church had been ex-

tended to more-or-less 

the floorplan we see 

today.  After the Ref-

ormation, though, it 

fell into disrepair, and by the eight-

eenth century it was a roofless ruin.  

At that point, the Chapter engaged the 

Bath architect John Wood, who put up 

a low-budget classical structure ï 

which came to be known as the 

ñItalianate Templeò - inside part of 

the ruined nave.   

 

A hundred years later, it was decided 

to restore the cathedral to something 

approaching its medieval appearance.  

That job fell to John Pritchard who 

had recently rebuilt St Catwgôs in 

Pentyrch, and whose grave stands just 

outside the cathedralôs south-east 

door.  The cathedral as we see it today 

is largely Pritchardôs work ï and 

might be wholly so were it not for the 

David Webb has travelled all the way 

to Llandaff for this monthôs review of 

one of Britainôs Cathedralsðand it is 

the last in the series! 


