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THE PARISH OF PENTYRCH

VICAR Revd Michael John 02921403854
SUNDAY SERVICES

St. Catwgbés Church, Pentyrch

9.00a.m. Parish Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
St. Daviddéds Church Groesf aen

8.00a.m. Holy Eucharist {Sunday only)

10.30a.m. Sung Eucharist (Except the first Sunday in the month)
St Ellteyrnés Church Capel Ll anilltern
10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist

Parish Hall, Creigiau
10.30a.m. First Sunday in every month Parish Family Communion

WEEKDAYS

St . Cat wgHbly Eucharist Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
St . Davi dHpoly Eucharist Tuesday 10.00 a.m.
Other services as announced

BAPTISM, HOLY MATRIM ONY, BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Contact the Revd Michael John on the above number.

Articles for the magazine can benkailed to: johngoughpentyrch@btinternet.com by the 10th of the
month. You can also contact e 029 20891721



At the end of August 2011, when we were all giving thanks

) for Johnds ministry with us an

Reﬂectlons ment, (a few weeks ago he was a member of choir that sang in
Dyffryn Ffrwd where Betty Nixon is, so to those who have

been asking, he is well), the question
we have to wait?o06 and AWho will be our
| arge combined ministry?o
The answer to the last question was resolved when we were told that we would re-
main as a Benefice in our own right. (That is, Pentyrch with Capel Llanilltern).
Within a couple of weeks villagers were asking if the new vicar had been ap-
pointed and various rumours abounded. Those of us in our churches heard from
Canon Jenny that she was aiming for six months, and we would have to wait some
time to find out who our new vicar would be because the post was to be advertised
and interviews would follow. Well now we are at the end of the interregnum, and
by the time this magazine is Aon the s
collated into the Benefice, he, his wife Glynnis and their family will have settled
into their new home, the three children will have started their new schools and
Michael will have a number of new DIY skills to boast about!
It has taken eight months to reach this stage. As retired Rural Dean Canon Bill
Barl ow said to me on his |l ast Sunday w
eighteen months! o
The eight months has seen a lot of new pressures placed on a number of people
and | have referred to that elsewhere in this magazine. | would like to think that it
has enabled us to grow in faith and support for one another. A big move forward
has been the licensing of the Parish Wardens to take communion to the sick, and to
extend the number of those licensed to deliver the chalice at our services. It is
pleasing that our service numbers have dropped very little during the interregnum,
and, although attendance numbers is always a challenge for a priest, Michael has a
good base from which to work.
It will be incumbent (no pun intended) on us to work with Michael for the further
glory of God within one of the oldest parishes in the Llandaff Diocese. Remember
the foundation of Christianity in Pentyrch, and almost certainly on its present site,
goes back to the 6th century. Our list of known vicars dates from 1147. There is a
long tradition of Christian worship within the village. There is a challenge here in
that St Catwgds is the only place of w
need for us to encompass all who are in need of Christian support. Michael will
come with all his previous experiences and his own ideas to take us forward in
faith. And what better time to begin that ministry than during the Easter period? As
the wider church looks forward and attempts to adjust to the changes the 21st cen-
tury is demanding, as centuries past have always demanded, so we, in our
churches, go forward with Michael in the further development of faith within our
Benefice.
John Gough



600Our Givingb6ée.a further financial wupdat
In the March Lent Parish Magazine we reported on the &ahd encouraging finan-
cial results of the Giving for Life Programme. This programme was launched in the Par-
ish of Pentyrch in November 2011 and looked at all aspects of Christian stewardship.
Since then parishioners have had the opportunity to study and discuss the full Parish ac
counts for 2011 which were presented to the Annual Vestry Meeting on 27 March. A
strong interest was expressed at the Vestry Meeting to receive regular lipdattse
Parish Magaziné of our financial performance. This is the first of these updates.
Here are some key facts and figures:
There are 134 names on the electoral roll (2011)
There were 105 planned givers in the Parish (2011)
There are now 91 planned givers, but this decrease is more than offset by the magnifi-
cent response those givers have made.
Many have responded by increasing the sum given, sometimes by a significant amount.
Especially noteworthy is that 28 (6 of whom are couples) have already changed from
giving by envelope or standing order to the preferred direct debit.
Overall the average gift per planned giving has increased from £3.88 to £5.26.
The total planned giving per month is now £2,074.
However, our Parish share to the Diocese alone is £40,916 per year which means we
have to pay them £3,409 per month.

It is estimated that across the diocese average

Weekly amount [ Number of people giving weekly giving needs to be £8.14 per person per
Upto£1.99 |21 week.

Without breaking confidentiality, here is the
$2.00t10£3.99 |17 spread of giving showing how many people
£4.00t0 £5.99 |30 (couples are treated as 2 people) give various
£6.00 t0 £7.99 |9 amounts through planned giving systems:

And here is how our overall performance
(planned monthly giving from all sources)
compares to the same period last year:
Total 91 1st Qtr (Jan to March) 2011 £5,515

1st Qtr (Jan to March) 2012 £6,281
Once again, a big thank you to those who have already responded in such a generous
way. But the campaign goes on!
I f you are not already a planned gii ver,
just speak to any of the church treasurers if you want more information about making
regular donations.
If you are already a planned giver, please consider from time to time whether you could
increase your planned giving.
And finally, if you have not already changed your planned giving to direct debit, please
consider doing so. Again, speak to any of the church treasurers for more details.

£8.00t0 £9.99 |4
Over £10.00 10

John Davey Margaret MacKay Martin Cragg
Parish Treasurer St Davidodés Treasurer S
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Pleasing Easter attendances.
After disappointing numbers at our Christmas services, we moved into the Passiontide
and Easter period.
The readings and music for Passiontide brought a healthy response from the Parish witl
a combined total, congregation and choir, of about 30. The service was, as usual, very
moving with the Bible readings telling the story of the Passiontide events, supported by
music and prayers. The Revd Valerie Fernandez presided over the service and com-
mented on how much she enjoyed it.

We move next to the Maundy Service of The Watch, and it must also be said that the

attendance in St Catwgdés was poor. This
it had been hoped that more that nine would have been present. However, on Good Fri-
day i n St Davidoés fifteen were present

p.m. services respectively. The Revd. John Webber presided at those services.
The hope of Easter brought better congr
communion, although there were about 80 present at the service. Singing was robust ar

the sermon stimulating. At St Davidoés C
dren present, slightly up on last year.
At St Ell teyrndés Church there were abou

The Interregnum or PWP as, | am told, the Archbishop prefers (Parish without a

priest)

Perhaps this is an opportunity for me to give a personal view of the period of the
interregnum.

l 6m sure all pari shioners throughout th

worked so hard in standing in for a vicar, and was so organised in what she did. Very
few services were lost during the, virtually, eight months of the interregnum. And what a
pleasure it was to hear a wide range of priests conducting the services and preaching.
Most, but not all were retired clergy, and their range of preaching styles and ideas often
captivated their congregations.

What most people in the parish do not realise is that Canon Jenny, as well as having re-
sponsibility for covering the services, also had to ensure that wedding, funerals and bap
tisms were covered, and the PCC meetings and Vestry meetings. | know this was a lot ¢
work and considerable pressure, but Canon Jenny did it all with a smile on her face.

To you, Jenny and all the priests who helped out, many thanks.

Similarly, one should not forget the work of many lay people during this period, but in
particular the Parish Wardens Andrew Dodd and Roger Williams should receive particu-
lar thanks. They have, in effect, dealt with all the administration work normally under-
taken by the incumbent, from preparing the submissions to the Diocesan Office to supeil
vising the work undertaken in the Vicarage. At the Induction Service, | doubt if anyone
realised the amount of work David Pendlebury put in in preparing that service for print-
ing. So to Andrew, Roger, David and all those who have contributed in any way to en-
suring the Parish has continued to function, well done, and thanks! John Gough
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Welsh Church Leaders speak out in their Easter messages.

Easter Messagethe Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan
The Resurrection is, 1 f you I|Iike, God:q
g either Herod or Pilate, it would have been ratification of
human monstrosity. The fact that He raised Jesus rati-
~ |fied, and ratifies, the values of Jesus, the values of for-
giveness and mercy, of compassion of joy and service.
Jesusd acceptance and graci
to share table with Him is echoed in His parables and
sayingsi the Prodigal is feasted on his return, the Lost
Sheep is borne off in the arms of the Shepherd and all
manner of people are forgiven. No matter how far people had fallen into darkness,
Jesus invited them to fellowship. Mme, no matter how badly they have behaved
is beyond the reaches of His love. Jesus is the guarantee that love is stronger than
death and that the God who made the world has not abandoned it, but taken on its
pain and shame and broken through to a new creation.
If we are in Christ Jesus, baptised into Him and raised to new life in Him, then the
implications of that are that we too should live out those values of love, forgive-
ness and compassion in our relationships with one another.
We, who are in Christ, are agents of His kingdom, not just its beneficiaries. So we
have to be concerned about, and do something about issues of hunger, war, vio-
lence and deprivationt hi ngs t hat mar Godos i mage
how else can we witness to the fact that Jesus is alive and that His values are the
only ones in the end that count. We can only do so by displaying them in our own
lives and by so committing ourselves to His cause, enable His kingdom to come on
earth as it is in Heaven.
From the Church in Wales website.

Revd Ronald Williams, vicpresident of the union of Welsh Independents

As Christians, we believe that the right to religious and poli,.
cal freedom of expression is fundamental in a civilized tﬁ»'» :
ety," said the Revd Ronald Williams, vipeesident of the Un§
ion of Welsh Independents.
"As Nonconformists, we oppose any government interveniss
in this right. Allowing the government and other agencies {
spy on all emails would constitute such intervention and bg
dangerous development. '
"Jesus Christ himself was executed because of what he said and preached But
Goddos freedom overcame state capital [
Easter, let us appreciate our freedom as Christians and citizens, and do everything
in our power to protect it."

From the website of the Union of Welsh Independents



The following article | took from the Roman Catholic website for Wales in my search for Easter mes-
sages from church | eaders in Wales. Il coul dndi
that | thought might be interesting, even though many of you will read this after Easter. | had to cor-
rect SIX spelling mistakes. (I hope spelling mistakes are very few, preferably none, in this magazine!)

The Real Easter Egg is the first and only Fairtrade Easter egg to explain the Easter stor
on the box and give money to charity. It was launched last year as a mail order gift after
the supermarkets turned it down. Churches and schools joined a campaign to establish
the egg by placing orders through mail order for many hundreds of eggs at a time. Mor-
rison's Booths, Gop and Waitrose later changed their minds and de-
cided to trail The Real Easter Egg just before Easter 2011. They also
sold out within days with people walking past Cadbury'sfioveone

offers. Waitrose was inundated with online orders for hundreds of eggs
as millions of Christians searched for the only remaining supplies.
Christians will struggle to find anything connecting Jesus with the ma-

jor Festival of Easter on the supermarket shelves. Out of 80 million
Easter eggs on sale this year 99.99% will be secular made from non fairtrade chocolate
and with no charitable donation. The Real Easter Egg is breaking new ground this year
and has had a maiker with brighter colours. The Easter story on the outside of the

box is colourful visually, and there are three crosses on the front. For the first time ever
on an Easter Egg there is a Bible quote under the lid and a free copy of the Easter story
included inside every box. These new features make the egg even more attractive. The
recommended retail price is £3.99. The Real Easter egg is made from 125g of high
guality Fairtrade chocolate and 15 pence from every sale is donated to Traidcraft Ex-
change. For further information visitww.realeastereqqg.co.uk

A Special Coffee Morning was held in the Parish Hall, Crei( < -
on the 24th March to raise funds fdOFAS, the charity which . o
supports people brain damaged by alcohol before birth. Suc 71 "L\ 5
children also suffer a range of physical problems. 4 ‘;!;.‘f o
Although attendance was disappointing, the morning was =% gg*‘

hugely enjoyable. Visitors sipped their Starbucks coffees wit T

being entertained in great style by a group of musicians called ' Encore '. The coffee
chain kindly donated ALL of the proceeds from the sale of beverages to the charity
and the musical quartet gave freely of their time and talents. Unfortunately, the latter
had to rush away before the end as they had another commitment in Brecon.

Stalls offered goodies for sale ranging from cakes to cards and plants to pictures.
There was also a very good raffle, which was supported by several local businesses
including Creigiau Inn, Pugh's Garden Centre and Hairstop, Llantrisant. A tombola
and a What's My Name ? competition to win a cute handmade toy, were also popular.

Janet and Melanie Inglis thank everyone who helped in anyway to raise the magnifi-
cent total of £574 .00 which has now been forwarded to Head Office.
A good effort, well done!


http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk%20

Archbishop's Easter Sermon 2012 God raised Jesus to life

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr maintained in being at every moment
Rowan Williams says that the ultimate by the same will and action, God
test of the Christian religion is not made it to be a universe in which on

whether it is useful, beneficial or helpful  a particular Sunday morning in

to the human race but whether or notits  AD33 this will and action would

central claim 1 the resurrection of Jesus  come through the fabric of things

Christ 1 actually happened. and open up an unprecedented possi-
bility T for Jesus and for all of us

Delivering his Easter morning sermon at with him: the possibility of a human

Canterbury Cathedral, Dr Williams said life together in which the pouring out
that no other understanding of Easter of Goddos Holy Spiri
morning made any s =y & degree of reconciled

love between us that
i could not have been

3 imagined ... for the

Christian, the basic

sense.:

"Easter makes a clai
not just about a po-
tentially illuminating
set of human activi-
ties but about an
event in history and
its relation to the ac-
tion of God. Very simply, in the words of  Hostility towards faith and religion
this morningds r ead inpubplicfife nugmt recamtyy hatkecbie-s o
Apostl es, we ar e t o tothe tenmparéed wibh@moappreciations e d
sus to |ife. 06 " of the part that religion plays in

shaping and sustaining human exis-
tence, he says, and this is to be wel-
comed:

¥ pelling vision is there
! only because God
raised Jesus".

Any understanding of the significance of
the resurrection which fell short of this
truth would be to misunderstand it:

" "There js plenty to syggest that .
Mo ane ot told tha BesbSwhit St diaiski-Y © @

~ . gg
deathé6; we are not aﬁ)r/]déLpl); ubiiRely tolod churchgo-0 1 Y
empty tomb is a beautiful imaginative r s dondt have the

creation that offers inspiration to all sorts -+ oe might expect, but at least
of people; we are not told that the MesSaY€snare some .. sense that there is
of Jesus lives on. We are told that God did something hé}e o take seriously
something that |s,_that this bit of the hu- when they have a chance to learn
man record, the things that Peter and John .t it Itis about the worst pOSSi-
and Mary Magdalene witnessed on Easter ble morﬁent to downgrade the status
morning, is a moment when ... we see

h h o the ulti behind and and professional excellence of reli-
through to the ultimate energy behind an gious education in secondary schools

within all things. When the universe began,-l- but thatoés anot her

prompted by the will and act of God and
8



Even so, this was not the measure of its realhat commitment would involve
significance: hard conversations.

"Easter raises an extra question, uncomfortslf we believe in a God who acts, we
able and unavoi dabl| bavetpge befjoadts. lerhavéto gi ot
more useful than the passing generation of put immense energy into supporting
gurusod thought ; but those onithe graundwboxstow that

they believe in a God who adts

those who continue, through net-

works like One Voice and the Be-

reaved Families Forum, to bring to-

"How do we know that it is true? Not by ~ 9ether people from both sides and
some final knocidown wouldbe scientific ~ challenge them to discover empathy
proof, but by the way it works in us through@nd mutual commitment .... We have
the long story of a whole life and the longert© Prod and nag and encourage the
story of the life of the community that be- religious leadership in the Holy Land
lieves it. We learn and assimilate its truth by all sides to speak as if they be-
the risk of living it; to those on the edge of lieved in a God who acts, not only a
it, looking respectfully and wistfully at what G0d who endorses their version of
it might offer, we E?Q"W-WSW‘VWOP@)&(}QPWMW oudl
nothing more by looking; at some point youWisdom and strength and endurance
have to decide whether you want to try to for all who are hungry for peace and
live with it and i nlustige, pgy that people willgoon
looking for a truly shared future. And
This he said, led Christians to search for  we Christians in particular have to
deeper answers in response; exploring far |ook for ways of practically support-
more dangerous intellectual and physical ing our brothers and sisters there
territory in the search for the love of God atthrough agencies like the Friends of
work, especially where easy answers are inthe Holy Land or the Jerusalem and
short supply: Middle East Church Associatidnto

"A visit to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Mu- help them stay in a context where
they feel more and more unwelcome,

seum in Jerusalem, will convince you why et where so manv of them remain
the state of Israel exists and must go on ex% h y | full
isting. A visit to any border checkpoint will . ecause they want to play a iull part
convince you that the daily harassment an " creqtmg this unlmaglnqble ghared
humiliation of Palestinians of all ages and uturei because they believe in a

backgrounds cannot be a justifiable or evenGOOI who acts.

sustainable price to pay for security. Listen-Byt even when the contribution faith

ing to a rabbi talking about what it is like to can make is acknowledged within

witness the gathering up of body parts aftet he secul ar context,
a terrorist attack Higracsfrormmed rénlitytithtitisthet ¢ :

forgotten; neither is listening to a Palestin- truth of the resurrection that counts,
ian whose parent or child has been killed innot its effect:

front of their eyes in a mortar bombing."
9

The answer was found, not in instant scien
tific analysis but in a longer measure of the
effect of belief in the lives of believers:



"When all 6s said anwedopnebaboyt nebkd
acknowledged social value of religion,we br eat hé), wedd s
mustnét forget that swewlhat 0 Whkbatwhkat maibesst
to speak about i sndétsnbtsobuoutu&etiul
who raised Jesus and, as St Paul repeatediyh at ever : i tos G
says, will raise us also with him. Even if  active, even especiallyi when we
every commentator in the country expresseare at the end of our resources."
generous appreciation of the Church (and

n
t

e
h
0)

Taken from the Archbishop of Can

This phrase is always about betrayal, and goes back to the most famous betrayer
in history, Judas.

Judas was one of the 12 men chosen by Jesus as his closest followers. But for
some reason (which continues to be argued about) Judas chose to betray Jesus to
his enemies, who arrested, tried and executed him within a few hours. The crown-
ing element in Judas' betrayal was that he identified Jesus to his enemies by kiss-
ing him- using a sign of love and friendship. It was a kiss to make the blood run

cold ...
© 2003 rejesus Itd

Jesus was still speaking, when Judas the betrayer came up. He was one of the
twelve disciples, and a large mob armed with swords and clubs was with him.
They had been sent by the chief priests and the nation's leaders. Judas had told
them ahead of time, "Arrest the mhngreet with a kiss." Judas walked right up

to Jesus and said, "Hello, teacher.” Then Judas kissed him.

Matthew 26:4749

GOOD NEWS

Join the regular coffee drinkers and biscuit nibblers in

the Parish Hall on Saturday 19th May at 10.a.m. You

may be lucky and find a stall holder selling his or her

wares. Those wanting to play lucky can buy a raffle
ticket, and news of the 100 club will be announced. For more details of the 100
club contact Sue Hall on 029 20890087
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